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Ardisia was a flagbearer for 
Manor House Stables in 2025

Yard scales new 
heights in 2025

Princess Margaret Stakes for own-
ers Derek Passant and Hefin Wil-
liams.

On a day to remember for MHS, 
Cheshire Dancer landed the Lon-
gines Valiant Stakes little more 
than half an hour later to give 
the yard  a Group-race double. 
Seagulls Eleven also tasted Group-
race success, when coming out on 
top in the Bonhams Thoroughbred 
Stakes at Glorious Goodwood in 
August. 

And Roaring Legend made hay 
in valuable staying handicaps on 
the all-weather at the  beginning of 
the year. Alan Peterson’s grey geld-

ing won three times before the end 
of February, earning more than 50k in 
the process.

WITH more than 70 winners 
on the board as 2025 drew 
to a close, Manor House 

Stables enjoyed another fantastic 
year.

What is more, the yard has also 
tasted Group race success and banked 
more than £1.5 million in domes-
tic prize money – in excess of 100k 
more than its previous-best total of 
£1,376,285 in 2024.  

While 46 different horses contrib-
uted to the yard’s 71 wins at home 
and abroad, there can be little doubt 
that Ardisia has been the yard’s flag-
bearer over the last 12 months. The 
two-year-old son of Ardad has won 
five times from 12 starts, earning just 
shy of 500k for his owners Jane Mairs, 
Matt Batters, and Chris Graham.

The pick of Ardisia’s five victo-
ries came in the Listed William 
Hill Two-Year-Old Trophy at Red-
car in October. With Oisin Orr in 
the saddle, the juvenile gelding 
saw off 14 rivals to bag a 118k first 
prize.

Ardisia is just one of many Man-
or House inmates to have excelled 
over the last 12 months – stable-
mates whose stars have shone 
include Fitzella, Seagulls Eleven, 
Cheshire Dancer and Roaring Leg-
end.

An impressive winner at Hay-
dock on her second start, Fitzella 
finished fourth in the Albany 
Stakes at Royal Ascot before return-
ing to the Berkshire course the fol-
lowing month to capture the Group 3 

Seagulls Eleven, top, 
and Fitzella won 
Group races in 2025 
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MANOR House has 
celebrated three 
victories in Decem-
ber to move on to the 
71-winner mark for 
the year.

Stratusnine be-
came the yard’s 69th 
winner of the year 
when successful at 
Wolverhampton on 
December 8. 

Stratus 9 Consult-
ing’s three-year-old 
gelding stepped up 
markedly on his 
reappearance effort 
when readily win-
ing a 6f handicap at 
the Black Country 
venue, for which 
Jason Watson was in 
the saddle. 

Winner No. 70 
came seven days 

later when Monty 
Beau won a 1m½f 
handicap at Wolver-
hampton. Jason Hart 
was aboard as Nick 
Canning and Michael 
Owen’s three-year-
old gelding, who had 
been placed on each 
of his three previous 
runs, won for the 
first time.

And the yard’s 
71st and final winner 
of the year came on 
December 19 at New-
castle, courtesy of 
Thestral. Paul Mul-
rennan partnered 
Vefa Ibrahim Araci’s 
two-year-old Dream 
Ahead colt as he won 
for the first time, on 
just his second start, 
in a 7f novice stakes.

Join Michael’s racing 
club for new season
YOU can join the Mi-
chael Owen Racing 
Club in 2026 for just 
£95 a year. 

Benefits include 
a digital welcome 
pack, invitations to 
yard visits, and entry 
into a ballot for own-
ers & trainer badges 

whenever the club 
has a runner.

Club members 
have now tasted 
victory on five 
occasions, with He’s 
A Gentleman scoring 
twice in 2025.
l Find out more and 
sign up here.

Sarah shortlisted for 
top industry award

ond stage of judging, 
which will see the 
shortlist narrowed 
down further, ahead 
of the final at Ascot 
racecourse on Febru-
ary 23.

Sarah Peacock

SARAH Peacock 
has been shortlisted 
in the Leadership 
category in the 
2026 Thoroughbred 
Industry Employee 
Awards.

Sarah, who grew 
up near MHS in 
Taporley, joined the 
yard as travelling 
head person in May 
2023.

She now moves 
forward to the sec-

Stratusnine after winning at Wolverhampton

Thestral yard’s 71st 
winner of the year 

STUDY OF MAN
x TITANIUM SKY

A son of Study Of Man, sire of 
15 individual Stakes performers 

including dual Group 1 
winner Kalpana, this bay colt was 
purchased at Tattersalls October 
Yearling Sale. Dam Titanium Sky 
was a winner at three and placed 

in Listed and Group company.

CONTACT MHS FOR PRICE

WITH 27 two-year-
old winners in 2025, 
Hugo once again 

demonstrated his prowess for 
training juveniles.

What is more, he and Michael 
are intent on raising the bar 
higher still this year and, to this 
end, the yard has a number of 
exciting prospects with which 
to go to war in 2026 looking for 
owners.

“We have a bay colt by Ardad, 
the sire of Ardisia, who has won 
nearly £300,000 in prize money 
for MHS this year,” said Hugo. 
“He looks like a strong two-year-
old type with the scope to pro-
gress.

“The Kodi Bear colt is out of a 
Group 3 winner and we thought 
he represented excellent value.

“I’m excited to train a gorgeous 
filly by Phoenix Of Spain, who 
was responsible for Cheshire 
Dancer who won a Group 3 for 
us at Ascot in the summer.

“Study Of Man is already 
proving an exceptional young 
stallion and, out of a black-type 
mare, the bay colt is very well 
bred.

“While last but by no means 
least, the Too Darn Hot filly is 
athletic, attractive and hails 
from one of the best families in 
the stud book.”

So, if you’d like to be involved 
in the Sport of Kings as an owner 
in 2026, get in touch with the 
yard on 01948 820495 now!
l Visit the Horses for Sale page on 
the MHS website for details of all 
the opportunities available.

Enjoy 2026 season 
with horse at MHS

ARDAD 
X GARGLE

This bay colt is a first foal for 
Gargle, who was placed twice at 
three. By Ardad, who is Britain’s 
leading sire of two-year-olds by 

winners and prize money in 2025, 
he is closely related to Ardisia 
who has carried all before him 

for MHS this season. 

CONTACT MHS FOR PRICE

PHOENIX OF SPAIN 
x GLORIOUS PEACHES 
The first-season sire of this 

chesnut filly was a winner at 
three for trainer Sean Woods. 

First dam Glorious Peaches was 
also a winner at three, while third 

dam Devout was successful in 
Australia, where she also finished 

second in a Listed race.

CONTACT MHS FOR PRICE

TOO DARN HOT 
x CURIOUS CAITLIN

This bay / brown filly is a 
daughter of the Champion 

two-year-old Too Darn Hot. Her 
sire won the Dewhurst when 
unbeaten as a juvenile and the 

Group 1 Prix Jean Prat and Sussex 
Stakes at three, earning in excess 

of £1 million in prize money.

CONTACT MHS FOR PRICE

KODI BEAR 
x MAGICAL DREAMER 

A son of the high-class miler 
Kodi Bear, this bay colt was 

purchased at Tattersalls 
September Yearling Sales. 

Between two and five, his dam, 
Magical Dreamer, won six races 
including the Listed Grand Prix 

Anjou Bretagne at Nantes.

CONTACT MHS FOR PRICE

You could have a horse in 
training at MHS in 2026
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HUGO PALMER
Another incredibly 
successful year for 
our fantastic team
LOOKING back on the last 12 months, I’m 

proud to reflect on another incredibly suc-
cessful year for Manor House Stables.

It’s been a season full of highs, starting with 
our winning trip to Bahrain, where Roman 
Dragon put his previous narrow defeat behind 
him to clinch victory in the Bahrain Turf Series, 
while plenty of all-weather winners ensured 
we maintained a solid presence here at home.

Without a doubt, the highlight of the year 
came in late July, when we achieved three 
Group winners in the space of just a few days, 
capped off by a fantastic Glorious Goodwood 
double. It’s a week I’ll always remember, and 
while it may be tough to top, we’ll certainly try!

Looking ahead, I’m excited about 2026. After 
a first top-20 finish in the trainers’ table since 
2018 [see Page 4], we’re aiming to build on that 
success with a talented crop of yearlings set-
tling in well. Our plans for next year include 
targeting Classic trials for some of 2025’s stand-
out two-year-olds, and I’m eager to see what the 
future holds.

A huge thank you to all our owners for their 
continued support and to the fantastic team at 
Manor House, whose hard work has made this 
success possible. I hope you all enjoyed a very 
Merry Christmas and look forward to what 
promises to be another thrilling year. 

AS you might imagine, I was relieved when 
Chancellor Rachel Reeves’ autumn budget 
didn’t deal racing as bad a hand as we had 
feared it might.

While the sport escaped relatively unscathed, 
bookmakers have been hit hard with significant 
increases in gambling taxes, especially those 
levied on online casino games such as roulette, 
which will be hiked from 21 per cent to 40 per 
cent as of April next year.

So while racing has dodged a bullet, it’s 
hardly cause for celebration. The betting indus-
try funds the sport to the tune of £350 million 
a year, more than two-thirds of which is media 
rights and sponsorship payments. Both will 
come under pressure as bookmakers seek to 
recover lost profits.

That said, I’m not sure the campaign mounted 
by the racing industry could have achieved a 
great deal more. The digital boom of the last 
quarter of a century has opened up a multi-
tude of new revenue streams for bookmakers, 
increasing their profits many times over, and, 
it seems to me, it was all but inevitable a cash-
strapped chancellor would seek to secure a 
piece of the action.

I’M happy to report our latest yearling parade, 
which took place at the end of November, was a 
resounding success.

As ever, we were joined by friends old and 
new for what was a thoroughly enjoyable day, 
at the end of which we’d found new owners for 
a number of the yearlings we’ve acquired at this 
year’s sales.

At the same time – as you can see from the 
previous page – we’ve still got some exciting 
types available, so, if you’re interested in joining 
us as an owner at Manor House in 2026, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch!

WHEN Ardisia won a 
valuable nursery at 
Glorious Goodwood 

in August, his owners could have 
been excused for thinking things 
couldn’t get much better.

It was a third victory in sev-
en starts for the son of Ardad 
and took his earnings past the 
£40,000 mark – a more-than-
decent return for an inexpen-
sive juvenile. However, it soon 
transpired, the fun was only just 
beginning.

On his next start, at York later 
the same month, Ardisia bagged 
almost £70,000 when finishing 
third of 21 behind Song Of The 
Clyde in a valuable sales race.

Returning to the racecourse 
almost a month later, Ardisia 
took his form to a new level 
when successful for the fourth 
time, in a 6f nursery at Ayr.

Jason Hart was in the saddle 
– as he had been when Ardisia 
won on his racecourse debut at 
Musselburgh back in April – as 
the rapidly improving two-year-
old saw off his eight rivals with 
something to spare.

And that improvement con-
tinued on Ardisia’s next start in 
the valuable William Hill Two-
Year-Old Trophy at Redcar at the 
beginning of October. Sent off 
the 7-1 fourth favourite in a field 
of 15, Oisin Orr drove Ardisia to 
the front inside the final furlong 
of the 6f Listed contest to claim 
a first prize of almost £120,000. 

Mission Central, bagging anoth-
er 60k in the process.

No other juvenile has won five 
races in 2025, and only Andrew 
Balding’s Gewan and O’Brien’s 
Precise have earned more than 
Ardisia’s £299,866 in prize mon-
ey.

Ardisia is a 
revelation 
for owners
Unfortunately, Ardisia’s win-
ning run came to an end in the 
big juvenile race  on British 
Champions Day at Ascot a fort-
night later. Nevertheless, he pro-
duced yet another career-best 
performance to be beaten just 
half a length by Aidan O’Brien’s 

Dragon goes close on 
return to Middle East 

ROMAN Dragon fin-
ished a close second 
on his return to the 
Middle East for the 
latest renewal of the  
Bahrain Turf Series 
last month.

The six-year-old 
gelding, who was 
partnered by Lee 
Newman, took the 
lead inside the final 
furlong of the 5f Al 
Manama Cup, only to 
be collared inside the 
final 100 yards by 
Kendall Roy.

Another MHS 
inmate, Dubai Bling, 
was a length further 
back in third, under 
Ebrahim Nader.

Roman Dragon, 

who is owned by 
Nick Hughes and 
Michael Owen, has 
won a race in each 
of the last two Turf 
Series and bagged a 
$40,000 bonus for 
topping the sprint 
division in the last 
Bahrain Turf Series. 
And on his return 
to the UK, he won 
twice at Chester this 
summer to become 
the winning-most 
modern-day horse at 
the course.

A three-year-old 
gelding, Dubai Bling 
was making his Bah-
rain debut, having 
won one of his five 
starts in the UK.

Roman Dragon, centre, in Bahrain

Ardisia has been a 
superstar for MHS
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Hugo ends 2025 in 
UK’s top 20 trainers

Opportunity knocks 
for full-time riders
MHS has a number 
of vacancies for full-
time riders to join its 
team in Cheshire.

The role, which of-
fers the opportunity 
to travel at home and 
abroad, comes with a 
generous package to 
include fifth lot pay-

ments and overtime 
and a quarterly share 
of prize money in 
line with industry 
standards.

Interested parties 
are asked to email 
info@manorhous-
estables.com or call 
01948 820485.

WITH 2025 at an 
end, Hugo has fin-
ished the year inside 
the top 20 trainers 
for prize money in 
the UK.

Manor House’s 70 
domestic winners 
thus far in 2025 
have contributed 
to total earnings of 
£1,527,157. That 
figure places Hugo in 
20th place – just over 
£10k behind Mick 
Appleby in 19th and 
more than 100k in 
front of Simon and 
Ed Crisford in 21st.

What is more, it’s 
the first time that 

MHS has surpassed 
£1.5m in domestic 
prize money, with its 
previous best being 
£1,376,285 last year.

With earnings just 
shy of 300k, Ardisia 
is one of the 50 big-
gest moneyspinners 
of 2025, while only 
14 horses have 
exceeded his five 
wins and  no other 
juvenile has won 
on more than four 
occasions.

Since the turn of 
the year, Hugo has 
run 99 horses of 
which 46 have been 
successful.

R A C I N G
F I V E  S T A R  T R E A T M E N T   
F O R  T H E  G O O D  O F  T H E  R A C E H O R S E

W E  A R E  P R O U D  T O  B E  A N  O F F I C I A L  P A R T N E R  O F  M A N O R  H O U S E  S T A B L E S   
A N D  W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  B E I N G  P A R T  O F  T H E  T E A M .

NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific  
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting 
bodily function and addressing athletic function.   

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments 
for: •  Digestive Health •  Respiratory Health •  Soundness •  Muscular Health •  Recovery •  Hoof Care 

For more information contact: 
Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF 
M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com
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naf-equine.eu/uk
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Hugo has enjoyed a year to remember

days later. Rossa Ryan was in 
the saddle as the two-year-old 
bagged his first victory, at the 
fourth attempt, in a 7f nursery.

The yard’s fifth and sixth vic-
tories of the month came cour-
tesy of two stable stalwarts. 
Middleham Park Racing’s six-
year-old gelding How Impressive 
was winning for the eighth time 
when successful under Jason 
Watson in a 7f Kempton handi-
cap on October 22. 

And He’s A Gentleman, anoth-
er six-year-old gelding, was suc-
cessful in a 7f Wolverhampton 
handicap on October 28. Billy 
Loughnane was in the saddle as 
the Michael Owen Racing Club 
inmate won for the sixth time.

Having been beaten a neck on 

MANOR House added 
another nine winners 
to its total during Oc-

tober and November to take its 
score for the year to 68.

Kokinelli set the ball rolling 
when winning a 1m6f Southwell 
handicap for Billy Loughnane on 
October 3, before Ardisia scored 
at Redcar the following day.

Roudee Racing’s Grey Cuban  
was successful for Jason Hart in 
a valuable 1m2½f handicap on 
October 11. It was a second suc-
cess of the season for the four-
year-old gelding, who has now 
won six races and more than 
150k in prize money.

And the same owners were 
celebrating again when King Of 
Thunder scored at Haydock six 

each of his first two starts, We’re 
Goosers made it third time lucky 
when landing a 7f novice stakes 
at Newcastle on November 7. Ja-
son Hart was aboard Ian Jones’ 
two-year-old son of Starman.

Kindest Nation was successful 
at the same venue on November 
20. Sent off at 16-1, Andrew Mul-
len drove the four-year-old filly, 
who is owned by John Brown 
and Michael Owen, to a narrow 
victory in a 7f handicap.

Heart Beats True provided 
MHS’s final winner of the month 
at Southwell on November 28. 
Billy Loughnane was in the sad-
dle as Mrs Paul Shanahan’s two-
year-old daughter of St Marks’ 
Basilica ran out the smooth win-
ner of a 7f novice stakes.
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Winners continue 
throughout winter

How Impressive and connections 
after his Kempton win in October
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