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77Magnificent
for Dragon

Listed contest. The six-year-old’s remarkable 
record at the track also includes four seconds 
and two thirds in 20 visits.

Hugo said: “Roman Dragon is an absolute 
star and it was a first-class ride by Jason. He 
read the race supremely well, but the horse 
was very tough. Turning in I thought we were 
going to win by even further as we were going 
so well.

“He loves it here and he’s a sprint handicap-
per who pulled it out of the bag in a stakes race. 
I’m not sure he can go to a much higher level 
than this, but he’s turned his love for this track 
into a massive advantage.”

Nick Hughes, who owns Roman Dragon in 
partnership with Michael Owen, was over-
come with emotion when interviewed after 
the race.

“You don’t expect to do it [break the record] 

in the Queensferry,” exclaimed Nick. “He’s out-
performed himself by a stone. He was rated 94 
and has beaten a filly rated 106 giving her 5lb – 
it’s like me beating Usain Bolt. What a horse he 
is – he’s a warrior.

“He’s the first horse to win seven races at 
Chester since 1539 [when he won in May] but 
we go again. Everyone at the yard loves him, 
my family and friends love him – he’s just a 
star!”

 The winning trainer added: “He goes so well 
here and that’s worth half a dozen pounds 
– it was probably the difference today. Ches-
ter made a nice rug for him and he’s a history 
maker.”

Roman Dragon, who also has international 
success in Bahrain on his CV this year,  has now 
won nine of his 45 career starts and more than 
£220,000 in prize money.

ROMAN Dragon became Chester’s win-
ning-most horse in modern history with 
a narrow success in a thrilling Queens-

ferry Stakes at the beginning of last month.
The yard stalwart held off the late challenge 

of Celandine by a nose under Jason Watson 
for a seventh course success and the biggest  
domestic win of his career in the 6f 

Roman Dragon is now the winning-
most modern-day horse at Chester

Members of Roman Dragon’s adoring fan club celebrate his record-breaking victory
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CHESHIRE Dancer 
ran a huge race to 
finish fourth in the 
Grade 3 Resolute 
Racing Ladies Turf 
Stakes at Kentucky 
Downs at the end of 
last month.

The Manor House 
Stables Syndicates’ 
Group-winning 
four-year-old filly 
earned £37,000 for 
her efforts. However, 
had she enjoyed just 
a bit more luck in 
running, it could 
have been consider-
ably more. 

Cheshire Dancer 
was slowly away in 
the 1m turf contest, 
which boasted prize 
money of more than 
£1 million. However, 

Frankie Dettori’s 
mount was staying 
on strongly in the 
closing stages and got 
to within a length 
of the lead with 100 
yards to go only for 
the gap in front of 
her to slam shut.

Cheshire Dancer  
manoeuvred out but 
missed out on third, 
and with it a pot of 
more than £150,000 
by just a head.

“She made her 
own luck a little bit 
by being quite slowly 
away,” said Hugo. 
“They went very fast 
and she was finish-
ing well – she wasn’t 
going to win, but 
she would definitely 
have been third.”

Can Hugo find you 
a juvenile for 2026?
WITH the 2025 
yearling sales season 
in full flight, Hugo 
would love to hear 
from anyone who 
would like him to 
source them a two-
year-old for next 
season.

MHS purchased a 

number of exciting 
yearlings at last 
month’s Doncaster 
Premier Yearling Sale 
and will be looking 
to acquire more over 
the coming weeks.
l Call Hugo on 01948 
820485 for an infor-
mal chat.

scores of visitors tak-
ing the opportunity 
to visit MHS.
l To learn more 
about National 
Racehorse Week click 
here.

A visitor to MHS

VISITORS came from 
far and wide as MHS 
opened its gates for 
National Racehorse 
Week at the end of 
last month.

A celebration of 
horseracing, the 
event gives the pub-
lic the opportunity 
to see first-hand the 
love, care and atten-
tion that is lavished 
on the sport’s equine 
participants, with 

Cheshire Dancer working at Kentucky

No luck for Cheshire 
Dancer in Kentucky

Visitors enjoy tour of 
Manor House Stables

SEAGULLS Eleven could be 
set for a trip  Down Under  
after  bagging a first Group 

race success in the  Bonhams 
Thoroughbred Stakes at last 
month’s  Qatar Goodwood Fes-
tival.

With three rivals in opposi-
tion, Oisin Murphy sent the 
three-year-old son of Galileo 
Gold, who is owned by a group 
of professional footballers spear-
headed by James Milner, into 
the lead after a furlong of the 
Group 3 contest.

The duo  quickened the tempo 
approaching the final two fur-
longs and Seagulls Eleven was 
never seriously threatened, 
holding Diego Ventura by three 
quarters of a length.

“I have just about recovered 
from his dad getting beat in the 
Sussex Stakes!” joked Hugo after-

all around the world and I don’t 
think we are done yet. The Gold-
en Eagle in Sydney has already 
been mentioned and why not? It 
is a $10m dollar race. Where can 
you say that in England?

And later the same afternoon, 
Ardisia made it a double for MHS 
when David Probert drove the 
two-year-old gelding to a nar-
row success in the 6f Hawes & 
Curtis Nursery Handicap.

It was a third victory in seven 
starts for the son of Ardad who 
was rewarded with a first prize 
of £30,924.

And Ardisia took his earn-
ings past the 100k mark in the 
valuable Harry’s Half Million By 
Goffs auction race at York’s Ebor 
meeting, where he bagged al-
most £70,000 for finishing  third 
behind Song Of The Clyde.

Glorious win for 
Seagulls Eleven

Michael Owen 
and Seagulls Eleven

Mr Seagull successful on his racecourse debut
MR Seagull made a winning 
debut for the group of Brighton 
footballers who own the high-
class Seagulls Eleven when scor-
ing at Pontefract last month.

Jason Watson was in the sad-
dle as the Space Blues juvenile 
prevailed by a nose from the 
odds-on favourite Delinquent, 
with just three-quarters of a 
length back to the third.

Delinquent appeared to be 
travelling a shade better than 
Mr Seagull at the furlong pole 

but the MHS runner was not to 
be denied.

Mr Seagull became the fourth 
horse to score in the blue and 
white silks of the Two Plus 
Three Two Plus Four partner-
ship, following in the hoofprints 
of Seagulls Eleven, Seagolazo, 
and The Flying Seagull. Between 
them the four horses have won 
in excess of £200,000.

Mr Seagull

wards. “Ryan Moore came and 
did us on the line that day with 
The Ghurka, so to turn the tables 
with his son is nice.

“We probably over-faced Sea-
gulls Eleven a bit last year – he 
danced some pretty big dances 
– but he is a very generous horse 
and they weren’t getting past 
him. He is quite a handful and 
not an easy horse to train – geld-
ing him has made a bit of a dif-
ference.

“Seagulls Eleven has taken us 

Ardisia and connections

https://nationalracehorseweek.uk/
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HUGO PALMER
A first Group 1 win 
for MHS would be 
the icing on the cake
I       T’S turning out to be another very good year 

for Manor House Stables. We’ve won lots of 
good races and I’d like to think the profile of the 
yard has definitely been raised.

Of course, there are still a few months of 2025 
to go and I’d like to think we’re not done yet. If 
we can keep the horses healthy and running 
well for the next six or seven weeks then there’s 
no reason why we can’t finish the season with 
a flourish. We’ll have a few runners in Group 
races before the end of the turf season and if, 
please God, we could tick off that first Manor 
House Group 1 then that would be the icing on 
the cake.

Looking a little further ahead, Michael and I 
have spent a lot of time at yearling sales over 
the last month or so and are really pleased with 
the stock that we’ve bought. There have been 
plenty of them and the uptake amongst owners 
has been extremely positive – just now people 
seem to have a real appetite to have a horse at 
the yard.

What’s more, there are lots more sales coming 

up so, touch wood, we’ll be buying a few more 
in the coming weeks and it’s entirely conceiva-
ble that we might end up with a record number 
of yearlings this year,

I HAD no hesitation in travelling to Westmin-
ster last Wednesday to protest against the plans 
for a tax hike which could devastate British 
racing.

With all meetings cancelled for the day, I 
joined fellow trainers, jockeys and officials in 
Parliament Square in a concerted attempt to 
raise awareness of our fears that the Treasury 
proposal to harmonise online gambling taxes 
would deliver a massive financial blow to the 
sport.

General betting duty, which covers horserac-

ing bets, currently stands at 15 per cent, but the 
BHA estimates an increase to parity with re-
mote gaming duty on games of chance to 21 per 
cent would result in a £66 million loss for racing 
in year one according to BHA estimates.

I thought the fact the Treasury was drawn 
into making a statement at least shows their ear 
has turned. Of course, it’s one thing to hear, an-
other thing to listen. But I thought we definitely 
did the right thing by being here. 

Everyone must have hope – if you don’t, you 
give up. Like a lot of governments, this one 
doesn’t seem to be afraid of the odd U-turn – it’s 
only a fool who never changes their mind – so I 
hope we made enough noise, sensible noise, to 
make our case.

IF you’re looking for somewhere to go for a fun 
time then I can heartily recommend a trip to 
Nashville.

I had the good fortune to visit Tennessee’s 
‘Music City’ with the owners of Cheshire 
Dancer when they went to see their filly run at 
Kentucky Downs last month, photo inset. Never 
mind the racing, God we had fun – it was an 
absolute ball!

As I said to some American friends after-
wards, up until our arrival, I hadn’t quite real-
ised what Nashville had in store for us and they 
said: ‘Yes, that’s why they call it Nash Vegas!”

RUBY’S Angel chose an op-
portune time to break her 
maiden when plunder-

ing a valuable nursery at last 
month’s York Ebor meeting.

Saffie Osborne drove Roudee 
Racing’s juvenile filly into the 
lead in the shadow of the post in 
the 6f Sky Bet Nursery Handicap 
to bag a first prize of £51,540.

Sent off an unfancied 33-1 
shot, Ruby’s Angel was always 
to the fore in the 19-runner 
field and got up to head long-
time leader Mo Of Cairo in the 
final strides, with a neck back 
to Chairmanfourtimes in third,  
and a head further back  to 
fourth-placed River Spey.

The victory was a reward for 
consistency for the daughter 
of Starman, who went close to 
victory on her racecourse debut 
at Newmarket in April before 
being placed in two of her next 
three outings.

Saffie, the daughter of jockey-
turned-trainer Jamie Osborne,  
was winning her first race for 
Manor House Stables at the 
eighth attempt.

And Roudee Racing’s famil-
iar orange and blue silks were 
back in the winner’s enclosure 
later the same day when Soldiers 
Star scored on the all-weather at 
Kempton.

Five-pound claimer Liam 
Wright was in the saddle as the 
three-year-old Soldier’s Call 
gelding returned to the scene of 

has now sent out four different 
horses to win for Roudee Racing 
in 2025.

What is more, their five vic-
tories have netted their lucky 
owners in excess of £100,000 
with the promise of more to 
come before the year is out!

Angel lands 
big nursery 
pot at York
his first success to secure a sec-
ond career victory in a 7f handi-
cap.

With the four-year-old Grey 
Cuban landing a valuable Ches-
ter handicap in June and the 
juvenile Be The Standard scor-
ing at Thirsk last month, Hugo 

Bumper turnout for 
Carden Park golf day

AS ever, Manor 
House’s annual 
golf day proved 
hugely popular with 
another bumper 
turnout.

One of the high-
lights of the MHS 
social calendar, more  
than a dozen teams 
went head to head 
at Carden Park, near 
Chester, on August 
19.

Amongst those 
taking part was avid 
golfer Michael Owen, 
although the MHS 
owner and his team-
mates were unable 
to match the score 
of Ian Cunningham’s 
all-conquering team, 

who claimed victory 
for the second suc-
cessive year.

Unlike Michael, 
Hugo doesn’t play 
golf but he was on 
hand to offer support 
and encouragement 
throughout the day, 
which concluded 
with a meal and 
entertainment.

“Everyone who 
came seemed to 
have a lovely time,” 
reflected Hugo. “I 
understand the 
format was slightly 
different this year, 
but it seemed to go 
down very well with 
all those who took 
part.”

Participants in this year’s MHS golf day

Ruby’s Angel in the 
York winner’s circle



Second-place finish 
for Fitzella in France

Emily demonstrates 
her aptitude for role
CONGRATULA-
TIONS to Emily 
Crawshaw for 
passing her practical 
observation and pro-
fessional discussion 
in the Level 2 Equine 
Groom (Racing) 
Apprenticeship End 
Point Assessment.

A graduate of the 
National Horseracing 
College, Emily joined 
Manor House as a 
rider some time ago, 
since when she has 
established herself 
as a valued and 
extremely popular 
member of the team. 

FITZELLA went close 
to adding a Group 2 
win to her CV when 
finishing second at 
Deauville last month.

Winner of an 
Ascot Group 3 on her 
previous outing, the 
two-year-old daugh-
ter of Too Darn Hot  
finished second of 
seven in the Sumbe 
Prix De Calvados on 
August 24.

Oisin Murphy had 
Derek Passant and 
Hefin Williams’ juve-
nile well positioned 
throughout but she 
was unable to resist 
the late challenge of 

the Andre Fabre-
trained favourite 
My Highness, who 
stayed on well to win 
by one and a quarter 
lengths, with a 
further three lengths 
back to the third.

Nevertheless, it 
was another career-
best performance by 
the talented juvenile, 
who banked just 
over 20k for her ef-
forts. Fitzella is set to 
make another bid for 
Group glory in either 
the G1 Cheveley 
Park or G2 Rockfel 
at Newmarket at the 
end of this month.

R A C I N G
F I V E  S T A R  T R E A T M E N T   
F O R  T H E  G O O D  O F  T H E  R A C E H O R S E

W E  A R E  P R O U D  T O  B E  A N  O F F I C I A L  P A R T N E R  O F  M A N O R  H O U S E  S T A B L E S   
A N D  W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  B E I N G  P A R T  O F  T H E  T E A M .

NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific  
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting 
bodily function and addressing athletic function.   

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments 
for: •  Digestive Health •  Respiratory Health •  Soundness •  Muscular Health •  Recovery •  Hoof Care 

For more information contact: 
Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF 
M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com
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Fitzella finished second at Deauville

Glacius scored on his race-
course debut at Newmarket on 
August 16. Vefa Ibrahim Araci’s 
juvenile son of Too Darn Hot ran 
on strongly for Neil Callan to 
fend off a pair of Godolphin new-
comers in a 1m novice stakes.

The yard bagged a double  24 
hours later when Mr Seagull 
made a winning debut at Pon-
tefract, see Page 2, and Vincent 
Rocks won at Southwell.

Kevin Stott was in the sad-
dle as the latter, who is owned 
by Gary Hewitt, Seamus Burns, 
Dennis Studholme, and Michael 
Owen, made it two from two in a 
1m novice stakes.

The yard bagged another dou-

MANOR House added 
another 12 winners in 
August to take its total 

for 2025 on to 54.
As detailed elsewhere, Sea-

gulls Eleven and Ardisia got the 
month off to a flying start when 
successful at Goodwood on Au-
gust 1, with Roman Dragon be-
coming the winning-most mod-
ern-day horse at Chester just 48 
hours later.

Popeye Doyle made it back-
to-back victories when scor-
ing a 1m Kempton handicap on 
August 11. Cieren Fallon was 
aboard the three-year-old son of 
Goken, who runs in the familiar 
blue silks of the Gene Genies.

ble just three days later, courtesy 
of Roudee Racing’s Ruby’s Angel 
and Soldiers Star – see Page 3 for 
more details.

And Roudee Racing were 
celebrating again on August 29 
when Be The Standard was one 
of a brace of winners for MHS at 
Thirsk. Jason Hart was aboard 
both her and Brigid’s Well, who 
floored a long odds-on favourite 
for her owners Turf Club 2024, as 
they each took 1m novice stakes.

And the leading Northern 
jockey was also in the saddle as 
Fitri Hay’s Lion Of Alba won a 
valuable novice stakes at Chester 
with consummate ease on the 
penultimate day of the month.
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Yard bags a dozen 
August successes

Glacius after his winning 
debut at Newmarket


