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Roman Dragon on route to arecord- |

equalling sixth win on the Roodee

Dragon writes his
name into history

OMAN Dragon wrote his name
Rinto the history books when win-

ning the 5f CAA Stellar Handicap
on the penultimate day of the Boodles
May Festival at Chester.

While the six-year-old gelding, who
is owned by Nick Hughes and Michael
Owen, had never previously won over
the minimum trip at Chester, he was
tasting victory on the Roodee for a sixth
time - equalling the modern-day record
held by the Marwin Koukash duo Ga-
brial The Tiger and Powerallied.

With Oisin Murphy in the saddle,
Roman Dragon was in the front rank
from the off, before edging past long-
time leader Rosenspur inside the final
100 yards. The son of Heeraat had half
a length to spare over the Jenny Can-

Roman Dragon’s jubilant connections

dlish-trained runner at the post, with a
further three-quarters of a length back
to Balmoral Lady in third.

The record-equalling victory was the
realisation of a long-held ambition for
Nick. Roman Dragon’s part-owner, who
lives nearby and was first brought to
the racecourse as an eight-year-old by
his dad, struggled to keep his emotions

under wrap when interviewed by ITV
Racing’s Matt Chapman in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the race.

“This horse is named after Wrexham
Football Club [the Dragons]. We had big
celebrations when they got promoted,
but this is something else, said Nick.
“All my money goes into horseracing be-
cause it's my passion and it always will
be”

Roman Dragon has now won eight
of his 41 starts and well in excess of
£200,000 in prize money when the
$40,000 he bagged for claiming the
sprint division in this year’s Bahrain
Turf Series is factored in. In addition to
his six victories on the Roodee, he has
also been successful in the Arab state in
each of the last two years.

Yard remains
in fine form

MHS had 22 winners on

the board for the year going
into June. While that’s four
less than at the same stage
last year, those 22 winners
have come from just 138
runners - equating to a
strike rate in excess of 16 per
cent - whereas the yard had
167 runners in the first five
months of 2024.

What is more,
MHS has been
inarich
vein of form
recently,
with nine
winners
during the
month of May, including
five during an especially
productive period over the
last fortnight.

Roaring Legend and Tri-
ple Double A are the yard’s
winning-most horses thus
far in 2025 with three wins
apiece, while the recently
retired filly Misty Sky,
inset, and the two-year-olds
Ardisia and Tricky Tel have
each been successful on two
occasions.

Cobra bags a
first victory

MHS got off the mark for
June when Arabian Cobra
shed his maiden status in
a 6f handicap at Thirsk on
Friday evening.

Having produced a ca-
reer-best effort when finish-
ing second at Hamilton on
his previous outing, the grey
son of Dark Angel proved
that effort was no flash in
the pan, running on strongly
under Danny Tudhope to
head the nine-runner field
in the final half furlong.

Arabian Cobra is owned
by Michael Owen and
Spencer Jones, who is better
known as the commercial
manager of former world
heavyweight champion
Tyson Fury.
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MHS duo feature
on This Racing Life

The MHS duo starred in This Racmg Llfe

HUGO and Michael
were the guests in
the May 14 episode
of This Racing Life.
The Manor House
duo chatted to Rac-
ing TV’s Tom Bull
about how their part-
nership developed
and what they each
bring to the Manor
House operation.
Hugo then went
on to discuss his
plans for some of
the stable’s big guns,
including Seagulls
Eleven, who has
been gelded since
finishing down the
field in the 2000
Guineas at Newmar-
ket last month.
“We've got all the
passion, we've got

the facilities, we've
got the best trainer,
we've got great
staff - everything is
fantastic, it’s just try-
ing to get bigger and
better and challenge
the country’s biggest
yards,” reflected
Michael.

“My brain, that’s
how it works. I
can't just be happy
with where we are.
Rather, I'm asking
myself ‘How can
Hugo become cham-
pion trainer? and
people might scoff
but I'm serious about
it, [ really am."
® You can catch up
with an extended
version of the footage

Opportunity knocks
to become an owner

IT'S not too late to
join the ranks of
owners at Manor
House for 2025.

Shares are still
available in a bay
Sergei Prokofiev
filly, who will run in
the colours of MHS
Syndicate IIL.

“I really like her.
She’s powerful,
strong, and I think
she’ll be a two-year-
old, and a three
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The bay filly
year-old,” said Hugo
about the filly, who
is out of Papaya.
® Visit the Forses forl
Bale pagelon the MHS

website for further
details.

Yard to participate
in racehorse week

MANOR House is
looking forward
to participating in
National Racehorse
Week this summer.
The celebration of
horseracing, which
sees MHS open its
doors to the public
on Friday, August

CORAL*

29, provides an
opportunity to see
first-hand the love,
care and attention
that is lavished on
the sport’s equine
participants.

® To learn more about
National Racehorse
Week click perd

Inaugural festival prev1ew night a huge success

MANOR House Stables’ in-
augural Chester May Festival
Preview Night proved an over-
whelming success.

The event, which took place
24 hours before the three-day
extravaganza got under way,
saw ITV Racing’s Oli Bell chair
a panel comprising Hugo, Oisin
Murphy, and Coolmore UK rep-
resentative Kevin Buckley.

Triple Double A scored
three times in a fortnight

Nine winners for

Guests
at MHS'’s
Chester

R MAY FESTIVAL PREVIEW May
Festival
Preview
Night

More than 100 people packed
into the Opera Grill in Chester
city centre to hear the expert

panel share their thoughts on
the cards for all three days of the
course’s showcase meeting.

In addition, guests were also
treated to a fabulous three-
course meal and entertainment.
And the event was so well re-
ceived by those in attendance, it
looks all set to become a perma-
nent fixture in the yard’s social
calendar.

Morson

MHS during May

RIPLE Double A was to the
I fore as MHS bagged nine
winners in May.

The three-year-old gelding
was scoring for the second time
this year when winning a 1m
Yarmouth handicap under Oisin
Murphy on May 1.

And the champion jockey was
in the saddle again as the son of
Mohaather, who is owned by Pe-
ter Done, Sir Alex Ferguson, and
Ged Mason, scored for the third
time in a fortnight at Windsor
on May 5.

The two-year-old Tricky Tel
also tasted victory twice last
month, see Page Three, winning
on day two of the Boodles May
Festival at Chester, and going in
again at the same venue on Sat-
urday.

As detailed on Page One, Ro-
man Dragon was also successful

e Adorla
Of Achill
Y and her
® jubilant
4 owners

at Chester's showpiece meet-
ing, where he secured a record-
equalling sixth victory on the
Roodee.

The yard’s fifth and sixth win-
ners of the month came courtesy
of a Haydock double on Friday,
May 23.

Fitzella set the ball rolling
when successful in a 6f maiden
fillies' stakes. Having pushed a
highly regarded Godolphin ju-
venile all the way on her race-
course debut at Ascot, it was sur-
prising the daughter of Too Darn
Hot, who is owned by Derek Pas-

sant and Hefin Williams, wasn't
sent off favourite.

However, Oisin’s mount had
little difficulty in seeing off the
well-backed Al Shagab Rac-
ing newcomer Tahalel, coming
home three and a half lengths to
the good over the Richard Han-
non Jnr-trained runner.

Adorla Of Achill brought up
the double for MHS and a treble
for Oisin when winning the 1m
handicap on the card to provide
owners JPL Flavour Technolo-
gies with their first-ever winner.

The juvenile Ardisia returned
to winning ways under Billy
Loughnane in a 5f restricted
novice stakes at Salisbury the
following day, while David Prob-
ert steered Cheshire Dancer to
victory for the Manor House Sta-
bles Syndicate in a 1m Leicester
handicap on May 26.

HME


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ZjuNW7eDik
https://nationalracehorseweek.uk/

RICKY Tel booked his

I place at Royal Ascot when

winning for the second
time in as many starts at Chester
on Saturday.

Silvestre De Sousa was in the
saddle as the bay juvenile ran
on strongly to pass the post two
lengths ahead of his closest pur-
suer in a valuable eight-runner
novice stakes over six furlongs.

The two-year-old son of Ubet-
tabelieveit's first victory had
come over 5%f at the same venue
on the middle day of the Boodles
May Festival, when he provided
MHS with the second leg of a
double.

Sent off the well-backed 5-6 fa-
vourite in a field of 10, Tricky Tel
was in the front rank through-
out and readily went clear when
sent on by Oisin Murphy at the
furlong pole.

The bay colt came home three
and a quarter lengths to the good
to bag a first prize in excess of
£20,000. And having won an-
other 15k at the weekend he's
now bagged just shy of 40k for
owners Steve Simpson and Mi-
chael Owen.

Tricky Tel is named after Mi-
chael’s father, Terry, to whom he
attributes his long-held passion
for racing.

“We've liked him loads at
home,” enthused Hugo after his
colt’s debut victory.

“Chester is a tricky place to
win first time, as we know, but

Tricky Tel making it two
from two on the Roodee

e TR

Tel gets his

career off to
flying start

he was so professional from the
gates, having been in there a
long time.

“Oisin was at him from half-
way and [ said to the guy I
watched the race with Tm not
sure we're winning this, but 30
seconds later he said ‘yes you are’!

“It's exciting. Oisin said he
only really started to give him
a feel late on and he's still quite
raw.

“At this time of year we dream,
don't we? He's obviously a nice
horse and I hope we've got nicer
at home.”
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Popular golf day is
scheduled for August

THE yard’s annual
golf day is set to take
place on Monday,
August 19, at the
spectacular Carden
Park resort, near
Chester.

One of the high-
lights of the yard’s
social calendar, the
event promises to
be a fantastic day of
sport, camaraderie,
and celebration in
stunning surround-
ings.

Keen golfer Mi-
chael Owen will be
among those compet-
ing while Hugo will
be on hand to offer
words of encourage-
ment and support.

Carden Park is the venue fo_r MHS'’s golf day

It’s the perfect
opportunity to meet
fellow owners, catch
up with the MHS
team, and enjoy the
best of what the
yard’s community
spirit has to offer.

Entry for a team
of four is just £795,
which includes not
only the golf, but a
three-course meal
and entertainment.
So, whether you're
a seasoned golfer
or just along for
the ride, call the
office now on 01948
820485 to secure
your place and make
sure you don't miss
out!

HUGO PALMER

<A

Day two double the
highlight of a good
week on the Roodee

T was great for everyone connected to Manor
House to get a couple of winners on the board
at this year’s Chester May Festival.

AsIsaid last month, this season’s meeting
seemed especially competitive, so it was very
satisfying to win the first two races on the
middle day, courtesy of the redoubtable Roman
Dragon and juvenile debutant Tricky Tel.

What's more, over the course of the three
days, the majority of the 20-odd horses we ran
performed with great credit.

Certainly, Zoffee ran another huge race to
finish third behind hot favourite East India
Dock in his defence of the Chester Cup. Of
course, we'd have loved to have won the meet-
ing’s feature race for a second successive year,
but Alan Peterson’s adorable nine-year-old ran
right up to his best so we can't be too disap-
pointed.

In addition to Zoffee and our two winners,
the unfortunate Ardisia got within two lengths
of the winner despite being hampered at the
start of the Lily Agnes, while Sweet Fantastic

was beaten just a neck and a neck in third
having led inside the final furlong of the 7%f
handicap on day two, and Kindest Nation belied
her 33-1 starting price to fill the same position
in the 7%f handicap on the Friday.

I'M happy to report MHS's first Chester May
Festival Preview Night proved a fantastic suc-
cess. All those who joined us at the Opera Grill
seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves, so
much so I'm sure it's something we'll look to do
again in future years.

My fellow panelists Oisin Murphy and
Coolmore’s Kevin Buckley provided some
fascinating insights, while the affable Oli Bell
headed up proceedings with the skill and
panache you'd expect of someone who's been

a regular member of the ITV Racing team for
some years now.

Mindful that he was riding in Ireland the
next day, it was extremely good of Oisin to take
the time out to join us. And while I'm not sure
anyone heeded his sage advice, kudos to Kevin
who suggested those present might want to
avail themselves of the 50-1 Coral were offering
that Aidan O'Brien would train the winner of
all four of the meeting’s Group races.

NEVER mind the racing, as you'll appreciate,
the Chester May Festival is also a huge social
occasion for the yard. So, at the end of a long
week, it was quite a challenge to get myself out
of bed in the early hours of Saturday morning
in time to fly to France for the Argana Breeze
Up Sale at Deauville.

Fortunately, I just about managed it and,
better still, we came home with a lovely filly by
the first-season sire St Mark’s Basilica. We've
already found an owner for her, and we've just
sold the last share in an American Pharoah filly
we bought at the Guineas Breeze Up Sale at
Newmarket a couple of weeks later.

However, we'll be at all the major breeze up
sales taking place over the next few months, so
if you'd like us to find you a ready-made two-
year-old, please don'’t hesitate to get in touch.
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MHS set for busy
Rovyal Ascot week

Michael Owen with Brown Panther
after his Royal Ascot win in 2011

be well represented at

this year’s Royal Ascot,
with Hugo anticipating the yard
could have as many as a dozen
runners across the meeting’s five
days.

Having won in good style at
Haydock last month, Derek Pas-
sant and Hefin Williams' two-
year-old filly Fitzella is promi-
nent in the betting for the Group
3 Albany Stakes on the penulti-
mate day.

“She’s gorgeous, beautifully
bred and we've loved her from
day one,” enthused Hugo.

“She was, I think, our most
expensive vyearling last year

MANOR House is set to

Fitzella goes for the Albany

[£170,000] and every day at
home, she’s lived up to that. Ob-
viously, she's going to go up mas-
sively in grade, but I think she
hasto”

Other MHS juveniles who
could feature at the meeting in-
clude dual winners Ardisia and
Tricky Tel.

The yard could have as many
as four runners in the Britannia
with Hawksbill, King Casper,
Seagolazo, and Wolf Of Bad-
enoch all set to line up in the 1m
handicap on day three.

In addition, Seagulls Eleven
will bid to atone for his disap-
pointing run in the 2000 Guin-
eas in the Group 3 Jersey Stakes
on the final day of the meeting,
while Roman Dragon is being
targeted at the 6f Wokingham
Stakes on the same afternoon,
and Cheshire Dancer could take
his chance in the Kensington
Palace Stakes, which brings the
curtain down on Wednesday’s
card.
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FIVE STAR TREATMENT
FOR THE GOOD OF THE RACEHORSE

WE ARE PROUD TO BE AN OFFICIAL PARTNER OF MANOR HOUSE STABLES
AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO BEING PART OF THE TEAM.

NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting

Racing club secures
extra
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The club’s No Nay Never filly

THESE are exciting
times for the Michael
Owen Racing Club,
with club stalwart
He's A Gentleman
being joined by an
unraced three-year-
old.

The as-yet-un-
named filly is by
No Nay Never, who
stands at Coolmore
and is one of Europe’s
leading stallions.

“She is a strong,
good-looking filly,
who I expect will
make her debut on
the track during the
summer, said Hugo.

And with the club

already off the mark
for 2025 - courtesy of
He's A Gentleman'’s
victory at Wolver-
hampton in January
- there's never been
a better time to sign
up for membership,
which costs just £95
a year.

Benefits include
a digital welcome
pack, invitations to
yard visits, and entry
into a ballot for own-
ers & trainer badges
whenever either of
the two horses is in
action
® Find out more
about the club here.

Hugo shares hopes
In two stable tours

THE MHS string has
been the subject of
two recent stable
tour articles.

Ahead of the
Chester May Festi-
val, Hugo shared his
thoughts on his team
with Tony Elves of
At The Races, while

he also spoke to the
Sporting Life’'s Dan
Briden about the
yard’s two-year-olds.
® Catch up with what
Hugo had to say in the
At The Races stable
tour herd, and the
Sporting Life equiva-
lent here.

bodily function and addressing athletic function.

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments
for: e Digestive Health ® Respiratory Health ® Soundness ® Muscular Health ® Recovery ® Hoof Care

For more information contact: F

Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF
M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com

I1 €8 @ naf-equine.eu/uk
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