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HAVING won five times in 
2024, How Impressive has 
twice gone close to getting 
off the mark for 2025 in 
recent weeks.

After being narrowly 
denied when going down 
by a neck in a 7f handicap 
at Southwell on March 21, 
Middleham Park Racing’s 
six-year-old gelding was 
denied by a short 
head when 
returning 
to the same 
venue at the 
beginning 
of April.

With Hollie 
Doyle in the saddle, the 
son of Starspangledbanner 
was sent into an early lead 
and had a clear advantage 
entering the final furlong. 
Unfortunately, with his 
petrol gauge flickering, Ash 
Wednesday drew alongside 
in the final half furlong and 
got up in the final stride.

How Impressive has now 
won seven of his 43 starts 
and almost £70,000 in prize 
money.

Piggle wins 
on her debut
MISS Piggle won in im-
pressive fashion on her 
racecourse debut in a 5f  
novice stakes at Southwell 
last month.

The daughter of Whits-
bury Manor Stud’s Havana 
Grey, who is owned by 
Messrs Satchell, Goss and 
Owen, bolted up under Jack 
Mitchell.

Despite showing distinct 
signs of inexperience, Miss 
Piggle came clear inside the 
final furlong to record a 
comfortable two-and-a-half-
length victory.

The two-year-old filly, 
who was bred by Michael 
Owen, will now head to 
Chester’s May Festival for 
Wednesday Lily Agnes.

Prolific scorer 
is just denied

EXCITEMENT is mounting at Man-
or House with Hugo assembling a 
strong team with which to go to 

war in this week’s Boodles May Festival.
While the yard is likely to be repre-

sented in the majority of races taking 
place on the Roodee, a second succes-
sive victory for Zoffee in the Ladbrokes 
Chester Cup would be hard to surpass.

“Zoffee is of course the defending 
champion and he is training really well,” 
said Hugo. “He went for a racecourse 
gallop at Southwell before the race, in 
the same way that he did last year.

“He is a year older and one pound 
higher than he was 12 months ago, 
but he is still lower than when beaten 
a short head in 2023 and I am really 
pleased with how his prep has gone.

“What’s more, it’s looks very much 
like we should get top of the ground, 
which would be just about perfect.”

Leading three-pound claimer Joe 
Leavy will take the ride on Alan Peter-
son’s immensely likeable nine-year-old.

Hugo expects to have multiple run-
ners in the meeting’s two juvenile con-
tests, with first-time winners Ardisia 

and Miss Piggle pencilled in for the Lily 
Agnes Stakes, which gets the meeting 
under way on Wednesday.

And while it would be great to kick 
off the week with a winner, if it doesn’t 
happen in the Lily Agnes, Hugo believes 
MHS has plenty of ammunition over the 
course of the three days.

“I’d like to think course specialists Box 
To Box and Roman Dragon would both 
have a lively chance,” enthused Hugo. 
Box To Box is entered in Thursday’s 
1m2½f handicap, while Roman Dragon 
is in the 6f sprint on the same day.

“Of course, we’ll have plenty more 
runners besides, albeit this year’s entries 
seem especially strong, both numerical-
ly and in terms of quality, so we’ll have 
to wait to see who gets in and where.”

MHS raring to go  
for May Festival 

This year’s Chester May Festival 
gets under way on Wednesday

Miss Piggle after winning at Southwell
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THESE are exciting 
times for the Michael 
Owen Racing Club, 
with the addition of 
a second horse to the 
team.

Club  stalwart  He’s 
A Gentleman, whose 
latest success came at 
Wolverhampton in 
January, has been  
joined by an unraced 
three-year-old.

The as-yet-un-
named filly is by 
No Nay Never, who 
stands at Coolmore 
and is one of Europe’s 
leading stallions.

“She didn’t race as 
a two-year-old but is 
a strong, good-look-
ing filly, who I expect 
will make her debut 
on the track during 

the summer,” said 
Hugo. “I think she 
has a really exciting 
future and I am 
delighted that she 
is part of Michael’s 
racing club.”

And with the club 
already off the mark 
for 2025, there’s 
never been a better 
time to sign up for 
membership.

Membership costs 
just £95 a year, with 
benefits including 
a digital welcome 
pack, invitations to 
yard visits, and entry 
into a ballot for own-
ers & trainer badges 
whenever the club 
has a runner.
l Find out more about 
the club here.

Coral Racing Club 
members visit yard
MHS was delighted 
to welcome members 
of the Coral Racing 
Club to the yard 
earlier this month.

Members enjoyed 
watching club horses 
Cast No Shadow and 
Ribbon Is A Dancer 
being put through 

their paces on the 
gallops.

Bookmakers 
Coral have been yard 
sponsors since June 
2023, with the team 
at MHS wearing 
Coral-branded cloth-
ing at the yard and 
on the racecourse.

Hawksbill placed on 
first turf run of year

on determinedly 
to finish second 
to Ralph Beckett’s 
unbeaten Amiloc, 
who was winning 
his third race in as 
many starts

Hawksbill

HAWKSBILL filled 
the runner-up birth 
on his return to turf 
at Goodwood last 
week.

The talented 
three-year-old went 
clear with one other 
for much of the 1m 
contest. However, 
while his rival at the 
head of proceedings, 
Treble Tee, faded 
to finish last of six, 
Hawksbill battled 

The as-yet-unnamed No Nay Never filly

Unraced filly bolsters 
ranks of racing club

ALL roads lead to the Bri-
tannia Stakes at Royal 
Ascot after King Casper 

blew away his nine rivals in a 
competitive handicap at New-
market’s Craven meeting last 
month.

Having earmarked the three-
year-olds-only contest – which 
Watcha Matey won for MHS in 
2024 – some time ago, Hugo can 
now dare to dream of success at 
the Berkshire venue in June.

A winner at Haydock last 
year, King Casper, who floun-
dered on soft ground on his final 
appearance as a juvenile, was 
bouncing back to form with a 
vengeance at HQ.

Sent off at 14-1, Oisin Mur-
phy’s mount made virtually all, 
going clear inside the final fur-
long to come home three lengths 
ahead of his closest pursuer.

Having been gelded since last 
season, when he never troubled 
the judge in a trio of starts, the 
three-year-old son of Mohaather 
was sent off a well-supported 
9-4 favourite at the Yorkshire 
venue.

Those odds didn’t look overly 
generous when Triple Double 
A, who is owned by Sir Alex 
Ferguson, Ged Mason, and Pe-
ter Done, was trapped behind a 
wall of horses at the two-furlong 
pole. However, when Jason Hart 
eventually succeeded in extri-
cating his mount inside the final 
furlong, he ran on well to win 
with something to spare.

And Triple Double A proved 
his Redcar success was no flash 
in the pan when scoring em-
phatically under Oisin in a 1m 
Yarmouth handicap last Thurs-
day.

King takes crown 
on return to track

King Casper and connections 
after winning at Newmarket

Racing Post stable tour sees Hugo discuss hopes 
HUGO shared his thoughts on 
the year ahead in a recent Rac-
ing Post stable tour, which can 
be viewed here.

“I’ve never really wanted to 
set too many targets for fear 
of being disappointed but I al-
ways aim for each season to be 
better than the last, in terms 
of the number of winners and 
prize-money, and the one thing 

I’d desperately like to tick off is a 
first Group 1 success from Manor 
House” said Hugo.

And anyone who heeded Hu-
go’s glowing appraisal of King 
Casper, who he described as 
‘a really progressive colt, who 
might make up into a Britannia 
horse’ would have been in clo-
ver when the Roof Partnership’s 
three-year-old colt romped 
home at odds of 14-1 in a com-
petitive Newmarket handicap 
just a few days later.

Hugo is 
now into 
his fourth 
year at 
Manor 
House

Triple 
Double A 
has won 
twice in 
less than a 
fortnight

Chris Roberton, who owns the 
colt in a syndicate that includes 
Michael Owen, said: “We’re 
thinking of the Britannia Handi-
cap after that. He got stuck in the 
mud at Haydock last year and 
we knew he was better than 
that. I was so confident I even 
had a cheeky £100 on him!” 

The yard’s third winner of the 
month, following the successes 
of King Casper and Ardisia, see 
Page One,  came four days later 
when Triple Double A scored in 
a 1m Redcar handicap.

https://www.racingpost.com/news/features/stable-tours/hes-the-big-white-hope-hugo-palmer-on-his-top-team-for-2025-plus-michael-owens-horses-to-follow-aWQ3Z5m4lyzb/?_sgm_campaign=fcs_ac017b2e36000&_sgm_source=N223551%7Cproduct&_sgm_action=search&_sgm_term=hugo+palmer&_sgm_pinned=false
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HUGO PALMER
Great to get our first 
turf winner of 2025 
on the board so soon
I   WAS delighted when Ardisia made a winning 

debut at Musselburgh last month to get MHS 
up and running on the turf with its very first 
runner of the new campaign.

Certainly, it relieves the pressure a bit to get 
that first turf winner on the board at such an 
early stage. Better still, the horses remain in 
rude health and we’ve bagged three or four 
more successes since.

The uncovering of young talent is one of 
the most enjoyable parts of the job, so it’s nice 
that we’ve made such a fast start to the season 
with our two-year-olds. What’s more, the older 
horses have also been running well and I was 
particularly pleased to see King Casper win a 
competitive Newmarket handicap in the middle 
of last month with something to spare.

I’d had the race in mind for the Roof Partner-
ship’s three-year-old for some time. However, 
as it drew closer, it started to look spicier and 
spicier and, truth be told, my confidence began 
to wane a little.

As it was, I needn’t have worried. He won 

decisively and the Britannia Handicap at Ascot 
is now very much the target, although he could 
take in the Silver Bowl at Haydock on route.

THE dream isn’t quite over but it’s fair to say 
I woke up with a bit of a bump after Roaring 
Legend, pictured above, finished down the field 
in the All-Weather Championships Marathon 
Handicap at Newcastle on Good Friday.

For sure, I expected Alan Peterson’s grey son 
of Roaring Lion to run a good deal better than 
he did. While he looked to be travelling as well 
as anything when David Probert sent him to 
the front a quarter of a mile from home, as soon 
as he came under pressure he folded tamely.

Of course, it was disappointing. However, 
we’ve run a very fine rule over him since and he 

appears fine. Moreover, as I said to his owners, 
it was plain he didn’t run his race, where as had 
he been beaten a length or two we might have 
been left with no reason to doubt that was as 
good as he was.

Roaring Legend will return to action in the 
Ormonde at Chester and, while it will be a big 
ask against the likes of Jan Brueghel and Illinois, 
who finished first and second in last year’s St 
Leger, and Melbourne Cup fifth Absurde, I’d like 
to think he’ll more than hold his own.

WHILE it goes without saying that everyone 
at MHS is really looking forward to the May 
Festival,  I’m a little concerned about my ability 
to last the distance.

Aside from the small matter of saddling 20-
odd horses over the three days, it’s also a huge 
week for the yard socially – we’ve got our inau-
gural festival preview night at the Opera Grill in 
Chester on Tuesday evening and I don’t imagine 
there will be much respite from thereon in.

Suffice to say, I’m not as young as I was and 
burning the candle at both ends doesn’t come as 
easily as it did, so hauling myself out of bed on 
Saturday morning to head to the breeze-up sales 
in Deauville could be a bit of a challenge. That 
said, the great thing about working in racing 
is that your job is someone else’s hobby, so you 
won’t be hearing any complaints from me!

ARDISIA got the new 
turf season off to a fly-
ing start for MHS when 

scoring at Musselburgh on April 
2.

Jason Hart was in the saddle 
as the two-year-old son of Ar-
dad made a winning racecourse 
debut in a 5f novice stakes at the 
Scottish track.

The Ardisia Partnership’s 
bay juvenile had little room for 
manoeuvre entering the final 
furlong, but quickened away in 
good style when a gap finally 
materialised.

It was the yard’s first turf suc-
cess of the new campaign at the 
first attempt.

*Hugo said to give him a kick 
out as he will sharpen up with 
his gate work,” the winning jock-
ey told Racing TV presenter Gor-
don Brown after the race. 

“He was a tiny bit slow away, 
but after that I felt I was able to 
get into a rhythm. He was al-
ways behind the bridle a little bit 
and I liked the way he quickened 
up through a very tight gap – he 
showed a real willing attitude 
and will have learnt a lot.”

Fate conspired against Ardisia 
on his return to action at Pon-
tefract 12 days later. He reared 
at the start and, while making 
good headway inside the final 
furlong, was unable to reel in the 
front two, eventually finishing a 
two-length third of nine.

Ruby’s Angel went close to 

newcomer was in the front rank 
throughout, but eventually gave 
way to Richard Hannon’s Har-
ry’s Girl, who came home three-
quarters of a length to the good 
with a further three and a quar-
ter lengths back to Godolphin’s 
Twilight Star in third.

Ardisia gets 
yard off to a 
flying start
providing the yard with a sec-
ond juvenile winner on the turf 
when narrowly denied on her 
debut at Newmarket on April 15.

Making her first start in the 
maiden fillies’ stakes won in 
2024 by stable stalwart It Ain’t 
Too, Roudee Racing’s Starman 

Ardisia in the winner’s 
enclosure at Musselburgh

Family ties led Chloe to 
pursue career in racing 

CHLOE Ayres is one 
of the newest re-
cruits to MHS having 
joined as a rider little 
more than a month 
ago.

Given her family’s 
racing ties – her fa-
ther was Alan King’s 
head lad, while her 
uncle and aunt used 
to train a couple of 
point-to-pointers 
and the former now 
builds fences, Chloe’s 
choice of career 
comes as no great 
surprise.

Prior to joining 
MHS, the Shropshire 
native spent four 
years working for 

Whitchurch-based 
jumps trainer Sam 
Allwood.

While she’s only 
been at the yard a 
short time, Chloe 
already has her 
favourites – namely 
the prolific winner 
How Impressive 
and the juvenile 
Ruby’s Angel, who 
went close on her 
racecourse debut at 
Newmarket earlier 
this month.

Chloe enjoys eat-
ing out at the local 
carvery and says she 
would jump at the 
chance to visit the 
Maldives. 

Chloe leading on Tom And Geri

MEET THE TEAM 



Opportunity knocks 
to become an owner

Misty Sky retired and 
in foal to Vandeek
MISTY Sky has been 
successfully covered 
by the Group 1 win-
ner Vandeek.

A three-time 
winner, Deva Rac-
ing’s three-year-old 
filly was retired after 
scoring for the third 
time in four starts, at 

Kempton in January.
A dual Group 1 

winner as a juvenile, 
with victories in the 
Middle Park Stakes 
and Prix Morny, 
Vandeek is one of the 
most exciting sires to 
go to stud in recent 
years.

IT’S not too late to get 
involved as an owner  
at Manor House 
in 2025. With the 
turf season now in 
full swing, the yard 
still has a select few 
horses with which 
you can get involved.

They include a 
couple of Sergei 
Prokofiev juveniles – 
a filly, out of Papaya, 
and a bay colt, out of 
Woke Media.

“The Papaya filly 
is part of the MHS 
Syndicate III, and I 
really like her,” said 
Hugo. 

“The Sergei Prokof-

iev colt is a lovely, big 
type and, while he 
won’t be as early as 
the filly, I’d be very 
hopeful that come 
high summer, he’ll 
be on the track and 
doing well.”

In addition, five 
per cent shares are 
available in the 
four-year-old Auric, 
a winner at Kempton 
last year, who runs 
in the silver and blue 
silks of the MHS 
Syndicate II.
l Visit the Horses for 
Sale page on the MHS 
website for further 
details.

R A C I N G
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NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific  
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting 
bodily function and addressing athletic function.   

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments 
for: •  Digestive Health •  Respiratory Health •  Soundness •  Muscular Health •  Recovery •  Hoof Care 

For more information contact: 
Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF 
M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com
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You could own this Sergei Prokofiev colt
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Dubai’s a delight

FRIENDS of Manor House were 
joined by Michael Owen for a 
fantastic five-day break centred 
around the 29th running of the 
Dubai World Cup. The travelling 
party were treated to a thrilling 
spectacle of horse racing excel-
lence, culminating in Hit Show’s 
victory in the feature race. 
They also enjoyed a chartered 
yacht trip and a visit to Bhupat 
Seemar’s Zabeel Stables.


