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WHILE February was a 
relatively quiet month for 
Manor House, with just 12 
domestic runners, the yard 
maintained its excellent 
start to 2025.

Two winners from just 
13 runners meant that as 
of the end of last month, 
Hugo had been responsible 
for eight UK winners from 
just 35 runners – 
representing 
a strike rate 
of almost 
23 per cent. 
And a fur-
ther winner 
in March has 
seen the total rise to nine.

In addition, as detailed 
in the article to the left, the 
yard has also tasted success 
overseas, courtesy of Roman 
Dragon’s victory in the 
Bahrain Turf Series.

In total, MHS has now 
had 10 winners at home and 
abroad thus far in 2025, and 
has bagged almost 150k in 
domestic prize money with 
the turf season still to get 
under way.

Footballers 
just denied
THE Flying Seagull went 
close to giving the group of 
Brighton footballers who 
own a number of horses 
at Manor House their first 
winner of 2025 when edged 
out at Southwell on Satur-
day night.

Just a couple of hours af-
ter the Seagulls had earned 
a hard-fought 2-2 draw 
against Manchester City, the 
Kodiac gelding went to post 
in a 6f handicap at the Not-
tinghamshire track.

Jason Hart’s mount led 
for much of the race, only to 
be collared by the eventual 
winner Coul Angel and hot 
favourite Humam in the 
closing stages, to finish a 
three-quarter length third.

Yard remains  
in fine form

ROMAN Dragon’s performances in 
the 2024-25 Bahrain Turf Series 
have seen the six-year-old geld-

ing bag the $40,000 bonus prize award-
ed to the leading performer in the sprint 
division.

And with the son of Heeraat also suc-
cessful in the 5f Al Sakhir Cup on Feb-
ruary 21, he has earned almost 90k for 
owners Nick Hughes and Michael Owen 
over the course of his latest Middle East-
ern campaign.

“Roman Dragon has enjoyed two 
fantastic winters in Bahrain, and it was 
very satisfying to see him win the se-
ries,” said Hugo.

Having finished runner-up in the 
sprint division in 2023-24, Roman Drag-
on went one better this time around. In 

his first race on December 5, he finished 
a three-length fifth behind Swift As-
set over five furlongs, before finishing 
third, beaten little more than a length, 
behind Spangled Mac over an additional 
furlong on January 10.

Roman Dragon disappointed when 
finishing a seven-length fifth behind 
City House at the end of January, but 

bounced back to form with a vengeance 
when leading home the 13-runner field 
to claim the Al Sakhir Cup, and almost 
40k in prize money, under Harry Davies.

And while the MHS stalwart could 
only finish ninth behind Nationwide in 
his final race in this year’s Bahrain Turf 
Series at the beginning of this month, 
it was enough for him to hold onto his 
lead in the sprint division and bag the 
$40,000 bonus for connections.

Roman Dragon’s attentions will now 
turn to securing a record-equalling  
sixth course win at his beloved Ches-
ter. With five victories to his name al-
ready, he’s one win shy of equalling the 
modern-day record, which is currently 
shared by Gabrial The Tiger and Power-
allied.

Turf series success 
for Roman Dragon

Roman Dragon and Harry Davies 
scoring in last month’s Al Sakhir Cup

Collecting the Al Sakhir Cup
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MANOR House 
Stables welcomed 
owners for the 
yard’s ever-popular 
Cheltenham Gold 
Cup Day event last 
Friday.

Dozens of indi-
viduals with horses 
at MHS enjoyed a 
few drinks while 
watching proceed-
ings from Prestbury 
Park, culminating 
in the Festival’s 
blue-riband event, 
the Boodles Chel-
tenham Gold Cup, 
which was won this 
year by Iknowthe-
wayurthinkin.

The tipping com-
petition which took 
place over the course 
of the afternoon 

was won by Paul 
Sargent.  While 
Paul didn’t nail the 
100-1 winner of the 
Triumph Hurdle, 
Poniros, his efforts 
were rewarded with 
a bottle of fizz.

“It was a thorough-
ly enjoyable occasion 
and all those who 
came along seemed 
to have a great time,” 
said Hugo.
l Everyone at the 
yard was delighted 
to see Caldwell 
Potter, who is part 
owned by long-time 
MHS patrons Sir 
Alex Ferguson and 
Ged Mason, sluice up 
in Thursday’s Jack 
Richards Novices’ 
Handicap Chase.

Opera Grill to stage 
first festival preview
MANOR House 
will be hosting a 
Chester May Festival 
Preview Night on 
Tuesday, May 6, at 
the Opera Grill.

ITV Racing’s 
Oli Bell will take 
the chair as Hugo, 
Oisin Murphy, and 

Coolmore UK’s Kevin 
Buckley share their 
insights.

Tickets for the 
event, which in-
cludes a three-course 
meal and entertain-
ment, cost £175 and 
can be obtained by 
contacting the yard.

Dragon roared home 
from Chester eaterie

owners Nick Hughes 
and Michael Owen, 
cheered the six-
year-old gelding on 
from a little closer to 
home in the popular 
town-centre venue.

Hickory’s in Chester

A NUMBER of Ro-
man Dragon’s biggest 
fans descended on 
Hickory’s Smoke-
house in Chester 
earlier this month to 
watch their idol bag 
the $40,000 bonus 
awarded to the lead-
ing sprinter in the 
Bahrain Turf series.

While Hugo jetted 
out to the Middle 
East, a big group, 
including joint 

Michael Owen with Paul Sargent

Yard’s Gold Cup day 
event proves a big hit

SERGEI PROKOFIEV 
x WOKE MEDIA 

Bought at the Goffs Orby Sale, this 
bay colt is closely related to the 
speedball Lady Aurelia, a Royal 
Ascot winner who bagged more 

than £600,000 in prize money for 
American trainer Wesley Ward. 

His sire is a son of the outstanding 
sire of sires Scat Daddy. 

£61,850 + VAT

WITH the new turf 
campaign getting un-
der way at Doncaster 

in little more than a week, the 
yard still has a handful of excit-
ing two-year-olds available for 
purchase.

Take this opportunity to be-
come an owner at Manor House 
and you can dream of seeing 
your colours in the winner’s en-
closure  at the Chester May Festi-
val or even Royal Ascot.

Hugo is particularly effusive 
about an Ardad filly, of whom 
he said: “There’s something quite 
special about her. She’s beauti-
fully bred, from an absolutely 
top-rate Juddmonte family, and 
her pedigree only looks likely to 
do better.

“While she won’t be one of our 
early juveniles, I expect her to do 
well as a two-year-old.”

Other youngsters looking 
for owners include a bay Sergei 
Prokofiev filly, out of Papaya, 
and a bay colt, by the same sire, 
out of Woke Media.

“The Papaya filly is part of the 
MHS Syndicate III, and I really 
like her,” said Hugo. “She’s  pow-
erful, strong, and I think she’ll be 
a two-year-old and a three year-
old.

“The Sergei Prokofiev colt is 
a lovely, big type and, while he 
won’t be as early as the filly, I’d 
be very hopeful that come high 
summer, he’ll be on the track and 
doing well.”
l Visit the Horses for Sale page on 
the MHS website for details of all 
the horses available for purchase.

Live the dream as 
an owner at MHS

ARDAD 
x HOUSEHOLD NAME

This bay Ardad filly is out of 
Household Name, the dam of two 
winners, including the high-class 

juvenile Gobi Desert. A top 
juvenile sprinter, her sire has been 

the No. 1 source of Royal Ascot 
two-year-olds since his first 

crop ran in 2021.

£33,876 + VAT

SERGEI PROKOFIEV 
x PAPAYA

By last year’s champion 
first-season sire Sergei Prokofiev, 
this bay filly, out of Papaya, was 

purchased at Tattersalls 2024 
Sommerville Yearling Sale. His 
sire’s first crop include Group 

winner Arizona Blaze and stakes 
winner Enchanting Empress.

£4,250 + VAT [10% SHARE}

You could watch your horse 
on the gallops at Manor House
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HUGO PALMER
Everything’s going 
swimmingly as new 
turf season beckons
WITH the new turf season getting under 

way at Doncaster in little more than a 
week, I’m happy to report everything seems to 
be going swimmingly.

While we’ve only had a handful of entries 
on the all-weather over recent weeks, those 
that have run have continued to perform well. 
What’s more, everything at Manor House has 
been going smoothly and the overwhelming 
majority of our 100-plus string are exactly 
where I’d want them to be.

For sure, it’s a whole lot drier than it was 12 
months ago, which has helped a lot, although it 
would be better still if it wasn’t quite so cold. Be 
that as it may, I couldn’t be happier with how 
the team is coming to hand.

I don’t think we’ll have any runners at Donny 
– it’ll probably be mid-April before our first two-
year-old is out – but Hawksbill and Grey Cuban  
are both likely to head to Kempton on the same 
afternoon.

Looking a little further ahead, I can’t wait to 
see Roaring Legend bid for the stayers’ crown 

on All-Weather Championship Finals Day at 
Newcastle on Good Friday [April 18].

Alan Peterson’s grey gelding is improving at 
a rate of knots and if he were to win again next 
month then we’d have to think very seriously 
about a tilt at the Melbourne Cup.

IT was very satisfying to see Roman Dragon 
claim the  crown for leading sprinter in the 
2024-25 Bahrain Turf Series –  see Page One.

I flew out for the final meeting, which took 
place earlier this month, and was blown away 
by the improvements which had been made 
since my last visit.

The commitment and energy of His Highness 
Shaikh Isa bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifahas 
taken racing in Bahrain to a whole new level 

over the last five years – every time I visit it’s 
that bit better and slicker, with the addition of 
floodlights the latest in a series of innovations 
and improvements.

Such is the prize money, I’d envisage Roman 
Dragon and Box To Box will return to Bahrain 
for a third time later this year, and if we can 
find one or two more to go with them we will.

In the meantime, I must pay tribute to Sarah 
Peacock, pictured left, who spent more than 
three months out there, during which time she 
did a wonderful job looking after both horses.

AS a long-suffering Newcastle supporter, I hope 
you’ll forgive me if I momentarily switch sports 
to bask in the glory of the Magpies’ victory in 
Sunday’s Carabao Cup Final.

Unfortunately, racing and a young family 
mean it’s some time since I’ve been able to get 
to a game. However, I always follow the Toon’s 
fortunes from afar and very much enjoyed 
watching the 2-1 victory over Liverpool from 
the comfort of my sofa.

I’ve seen a few Newcastle matches recently 
and, while I don’t pretend to be a great aficio-
nado of the game, thought some of the perfor-
mances were a bit lacklustre. Conversely, it 
seemed to me Sunday’s victory was thoroughly 
deserved; I only hope we don’t have to wait an-
other 70 years for our next piece of silverware!

ROARING Legend could 
be targetted at some lu-
crative overseas contests 

after sauntering to victory in 
the BetUK AWC Marathon Trial 
Handicap at Lingfield at the end 
of last month.

Sent off a 7-2 shot under Da-
vid Probert for the valuable 2m 
contest, the son of Roaring Lion 
made exceptionally light work of 
his task under top weight to re-
cord his third success in as many  
starts since joining Manor House 
at the turn of the year.

And with his five-length win 
coming at a canter, Alan Peter-
son’s grey gelding is now likely 
destined for greater things.

“He’s probably nearly out of 
handicaps now,” reflected Hugo 
afterwards, when he mooted the 
possibility of a tilt at the Dubai 
Gold Cup – a race won by stable 
star Brown Panther back in 2015.

“I love the way he travels; he’s 
got great gate speed, puts him-
self anywhere in the race and 
travels and travels and travels,” 
enthused Hugo.

Beyond Dubai and the possi-
bility of a return to Newcastle, 
where he won on his penul-
timate start, for All-Weather 
Championships Finals Day on 
Good Friday, Hugo feels Roaring 
Legend could prove an ideal can-
didate for the Melbourne Cup in 
November.

“To me, he screams Melbourne 
Cup,” said the trainer. “From eve-

for Australia, but also withstand-
ing the extraordinary rigours of 
the track there.

“We’ve got to look at qualify-
ing him now, and pass the bal-
lot as well, but I’d have thought 
that’s the direction our attention 
is going to turn in.”

Staying star 
bags a third 
win of 2025
rything I know about him, he’s 
very sound, I haven’t had him 
that long but – touch wood – he’s 
never taken a lame step all that 
time.

“I’d have thought he stood a 
very good chance of not only 
getting through the vet checks 

Roaring Legend, with 
David  Probert and Josh

New recruit Gabriella 
joins the team at MHS

GABRIELLA Thorpe 
is one of the new-
est faces at Manor 
House, having joined 
the yard as a work 
rider at the begin-
ning of the year.

The 19-year-old 
Bradfordian at-
tributes her interest 
in racing to having 
attended an open 
day at the National 
Horseracing College 
in Doncaster, from 
where she graduated 
during 2024.

Gabriella has no 
hesitation in choos-
ing an as-yet-un-
raced juvenile colt, 
by Too Darn Hot out 

of Predawn, owned 
by Mr Araci, as her 
favourite horse at 
the yard.

When she’s 
not busy at MHS, 
Gabriella, who says 
her favourite meal is 
a traditional Sunday 
roast, loves nothing 
more than indulg-
ing in a spot of retail 
therapy.

And if she was 
offered an all-
expenses-paid trip 
anywhere in the 
world, Gabriella tells 
us she would jump at 
the chance to spend 
some time in South 
Africa.

Gabriella aboard Patagonia Girl

MEET THE TEAM 



Club ready to reveal  
new recruit’s identity

MHS recruiting for 
riders and yard staff
MANOR House has a 
number of vacancies  
for full-time riders 
and yard staff. Both 
roles offer a generous 
package, including 
overtime.

In addition, suc-
cessful applicants 
are only required to 

work every other 
weekend, and MHS 
may be able to offer 
assistance with ac-
commodation.
l Email info@manor-
housestables.com or 
call 01948 820485 
should you require 
further details.

WITH the Michael 
Owen Racing Club 
already off the mark 
for 2025, there’s 
never been a better 
time to sign up for 
membership.

He’s A Gentleman 
provided club mem-
bers with a huge 
thrill when captur-
ing a 7f Wolver-
hampton handicap in 
January.

What’s more, 
members will also 
have a second horse 
to cheer on in 2025. 
Michael and Hugo 
are excited by the 
club’s latest acquisi-

tion, and are looking 
forward to revealing 
the horse’s identity 
within the next few 
weeks.

“I wanted to give 
others the chance 
to experience that 
too, so I set up the 
Michael Owen 
Racing Club to give 
everyone the chance 
to get involved for a 
fraction of the cost of 
sole ownership,” said 
Michael.
l It costs just £95 a 
year to join the racing 
club. More details are 
available by clicking 
on this link.

Miami Matrix’s victory was 
also a first for the Amcita Part-
nership, who have only recent-
ly joined the ranks of owners at 
MHS. And their three-year-old 
again performed with credit 
when finishing third, under a 
7lb penalty, in a 7f novice stakes 
at Wolverhampton on March 8.

Miami Matrix a 
winner for Oisin

MIAMI Matrix recorded a 
first career victory and, 
in so doing, opened 

Manor House’s account for the 
month when scoring at Wolver-
hampton on February 24.

Champion jockey Oisin Mur-
phy was in the saddle as the 
three-year-old colt came home 
almost two lengths to the good 
over his nearest pursuer in a 7f 
Wolverhampton maiden.

It was a first victory at just the 
second attempt for the son of In-
vincible Spirit, who had shown 
considerable promise when fin-
ishing third on his racecourse 
debut at Newcastle on the final 
day of January.

Roaring Legend became the 
yard’s second winner of the 
month when scoring at Lingfield 
on February 28 – see Page 3. 

And Soldiers Star got MHS up 
and running for March when 
successful in a 7f handicap at 
Kempton on March 5.

Jamie Spencer was aboard as 
the three-year-old Soldier’s Call 
gelding did just enough to with-
hold the sustained late challenge 
of Packetofbiscuits to score in 
the familiar orange and blue 
silks of Roudee Racing.

Soldiers Star wasn’t scoring 
out of turn, having been placed 
on each of his three previous 
runs.

Miami Matrix scores for Oisin 
Murphy at Wolverhampton

R A C I N G
F I V E  S T A R  T R E A T M E N T   
F O R  T H E  G O O D  O F  T H E  R A C E H O R S E

W E  A R E  P R O U D  T O  B E  A N  O F F I C I A L  P A R T N E R  O F  M A N O R  H O U S E  S T A B L E S   
A N D  W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  B E I N G  P A R T  O F  T H E  T E A M .

NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific  
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting 
bodily function and addressing athletic function.   

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments 
for: •  Digestive Health •  Respiratory Health •  Soundness •  Muscular Health •  Recovery •  Hoof Care 

For more information contact: 
Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF 
M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com

Trust

naf-equine.eu/uk
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You can join the Michael Owen Racing Club

Soldiers Star wins at Kempton
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https://www.michaelowenracingclub.com/

