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CABELLEROSO provided 
MHS with its 78th and 
final winner of 2024 when 
scoring at Chelmsford on 
December 12.

Owner-breeder Mr Ara-
ci’s juvenile shed his maiden 
tag in a valuable 7f novice 
stakes. And while the son 
of Lope De Vega veered 
off a true line in the home 
straight at the 
Essex track, 
Jason Hart’s 
mount still 
crossed the 
line with 
more than a 
length to the 
good over the long odds-on 
favorite, Circus Of Rome.

Cabelleroso was one of 
five horses Hugo sent out to 
win for Mr Araci in 2024; 
with Dream Voyage, Native 
King, Native Souvenir, and 
Rose Branch being the 
others.

Hugo has trained dozens 
of winners for his long-time 
patron and will be looking 
to add to that total over the 
coming year.

Siobhan just 
misses out
MHS went desperately 
close to scoring with its first 
runner in February when 
Siobhanbrogan was denied 
by a short head at Wolver-
hampton recently.

Hollie Doyle was in the 
saddle as the four-year-
old filly, who is owned by 
Middleham Park Racing 
and Paul Bamford, was nar-
rowly denied in a ding-dong 
battle with favourite Lady 
Dreamer for the 6f Free 
Bets with BetUK Bet Club 
Handicap.

Nevertheless, it was a 
welcome return to form for 
the daughter of Starspan-
gledbanner, who won a nov-
ice stakes at the same venue 
in February of last year.

Cabelleroso 
breaks duck

MANOR House Stables has 
roared into 2025 with six win-
ners already this year, and it’s 

a new recruit who’s been leading the 
way.

Having moved to MHS from Olly 
Murphy’s stable, the five-year-old Roar-
ing Legend won with any amount in 
hand when landing a 1m6f Wolver-
hampton handicap on his first start for 
Hugo on January 4.

And he proved that was no flash in 
the pan when making it back-to-back 
wins in a valuable 2m½f Newcastle 
handicap just under a fortnight later.

David Probert was aboard the Alan 
Peterson-owned gelding, who won 
twice on the flat and twice over hurdles 
for his previous trainer, for both victo-

ries. On the first occasion, unburdened 
by top weight, the son of Roaring Lion 
led over two furlongs out and readily 
pulled clear of his six rivals in the clos-
ing stages.

It was much the same story at New-
castle 13 days later. Again, Roaring Leg-
end moved ominously well throughout 
and when David gave him his head in-

side the final quarter mile he quickly put 
the race to bed, seeing off the talented 
Wise Eagle to bag the £23,193 pot  the 
with the minimum of fuss.

“He’s a lovely addition to the team,” 
enthused Hugo. “And when a horse im-
proves a stone in two starts, you begin 
to dream a bit so, as of now everything 
is on the table for him – Dubai, Chester, 
the Northumberland Plate, Royal Ascot, 
all those sort of things.

“Roaring Legend has got the potential 
to be a really exciting stayer, so fingers 
crossed!”

Roaring Legend has now won six 
of his 21 career starts and more than 
£80,000 in prize money.
l Turn to Page 3 for details of the yard’s 
four other winners thus far in 2025.

Legend helps MHS 
roar into new year

Roaring 
Legend 
with TK at 
Newcastle

Roaring Legend makes it two wins on the 
bounce for MHS when scoring at Newcastle
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ROMAN Dragon 
and Box To Box have 
been out of luck in 
the latest renewal 
of the Bahrain Turf 
Series.

Roman Dragon 
has been placed once 
in three starts since 
returning to the Per-
sian Gulf in Decem-
ber, while Box To Box 
has been unplaced in 
his three runs.

Twelve months 
ago, Roman Dragon, 
who is owned by 
Nick Hughes and Mi-
chael Owen, ran four 
times, winning once 
and finishing second 
on another occasion. 
However, this time 
around, the six-year-
old sprinter’s best 

performance to date 
has been a third-
place finish behind 
George Boughey’s 
Spangled Mac in 
the Al; Riffa Cup on 
January 10.

Meanwhile, the 
Running Order 
Partnership’s Box 
To Box hasn’t been 
able to improve on a 
fourth-place finish 
behind Royal Ascot 
winner Snellen on 
his first start.

On his return, 
Roman Dragon will 
bid for a sixth win 
at Chester, which 
would see him 
become the joint 
winning-most mod-
ern-day horse at the 
course.

Yard laying on trip 
to Dubai World Cup
MHS is teaming up 
with Spectate Travel 
to lay on the trip of a 
lifetime to this year’s 
Dubai World Cup.

Join us in race-
course hospitality at 
Meydan for the big-
gest night in Dubai’s 
racing calendar. The 

five-day break will 
also feature a dinner, 
chartered yacht trip, 
and stable visit.

Prices, which in-
clude return flights, 
start from £4,295. For 
more details, call the 
MHS office on 01948 
820485. 

Grey Cuban owners 
enjoy a visit to yard

ning four races and 
more than £70,000 
in prize money, and 
his owners will be 
hoping that he can 
continue where he 
left off in 2025.

Grey Cuban

MHS was delighted 
to welcome a group 
of owners from 
Roudee Racing to the 
yard last month.

They enjoyed hos-
pitality in the yard’s 
owners lounge and 
watching their 
charges put through 
their paces on the 
gallops.

Grey Cuban was 
Roudee Racing’s flag-
bearer in 2024, win-

Box To Box, foreground, in Bahrain

Stable duo out of luck 
on return to the Gulf

SERGEI PROKOFIEV 
x WOKE MEDIA 

Bought at the Goffs Orby Sale, 
this bay colt is closely related to 
the USA-trained speedball Lady 
Aurelia, a Royal Ascot winner 

who bagged more than £600,000 
in prize money. His sire is a son 
of the outstanding sire of sires 

Scat Daddy. 

£61,850 + VAT

WITH the start of the 
new  turf campaign 
less than two months 

away, the yard still has a small 
but select number of horses  
available for purchase.

“We have a bay colt by the 
smart miler Galiway, who was 
the leading French-based sire of 
Group winners last year,” said 
Hugo.

The yard also has two juve-
niles by last year’s champion 
first-season sire Sergei Prokofiev 
– a bay filly out of Papaya and a 
bay colt out of Woke Media.

“The Papaya filly is part of the 
MHS Syndicate III, and I really 
like her,” said Hugo. “She’s  pow-
erful, strong, and I think she’ll 
be a two-year-old, and a three 
year-old.

“The Sergei Prokofiev colt is 
a lovely, big type and, while he 
won’t be as early as the filly, I’d 
be very hopeful that come high 
summer, he’ll be on the track and 
doing well.”

“The Time Test filly is beau-
tiful, incredibly athletic, and 
wasn’t at all expensive.”

In addition, an owner is also 
being sought for an as-yet-un-
raced bay three-year-old by Kodi 
Bear, about whom Hugo said: 
“He had a few niggling issues last 
year. However, he always looked 
more of a three-year-old so we 
were happy to take our time 
with him, and touch wood our 
patience will be rewarded.
l Visit the Horses for Sale page on 
the MHS website for details of all 
the horses available for purchase.

Become an owner 
with MHS in 2025

SERGEI PROKOFIEV 
x PAPAYA

By last year’s champion 
first-season sire Sergei Prokofiev, 
this bay filly, out of Papaya, was 

purchased at Tattersalls 2024 
Sommerville Yearling Sale. His 
sire’s first crop include Group 

winner Arizona Blaze and stakes 
winner Enchanting Empress.

£4,250 + VAT [10% SHARE}

A two-year-old Tasleet colt 
about to head out to exercise

TIME TEST 
x ELIZABETH BENNET

A daughter of the dual Group 2 
winner Time Test, this bay filly 
is out of Elizabeth Bennet, who 

was successful twice as a juvenile. 
Her sire won six times and has 

subsequently proven a 
consistent source of winners 

in both hemispheres.

£40,100 + VAT

GALIWAY 
x AFRICA 

This bay colt is by the smart miler 
Galiway, whose progeny include 

Group 1 winner Sealiway and 
Willie Mullins’ top-class 
dual-purpose performer 

Vauban. Dam Africa won in 
France and the USA and was 

placed in Listed company.

PRICE ON APPLICATION

KODI BEAR 
x NATEEJA 

This bay gelding is a son of the 
high-class miler Kodi Bear, who 

won the Group 2 Celebration 
Stakes for Clive Cox at three, and 
has sired 20 Stakes performers, 

including four Group winners. His 
dam, Nateeja, won twice, and has 

produced two winners.

 €80,675 + VAT
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HUGO PALMER
I’m delighted with 
our speedy start to 
the 2025 campaign
I‘M very happy with how MHS has started 

2025. November and December were our 
slowest months percentage wise, so I was de-
lighted when Misty Sky got us off the mark for 
the new year at Southwell on January 4.

Of course, it’s very early days, and our season 
won’t be defined by how we fare ahead of the 
start of the turf season, nevertheless, it’s great 
to have six winners on the board already.

We’ll have 100-plus horses in training again 
this year – of whom 50 or so are two-year-olds – 
and, moreover, we have some nice horses to go 
to war with. Be that as it may, it won’t be easy 
to better the 78 winners, and almost £1.5m in 
prize money, we accumulated in 2024 although 
that has to be the goal.

Looking ahead a little, we’re unlikely to have 
more than a dozen or so runners over the next 
month or so, but that’s to be expected – Febru-
ary has always been a very quiet month for me.

While it goes without saying, it would be nice 
if we could pick up a few winners, the winter 
is never our priority time. Rather, our focus at 

the minute is on education. The time you get 
to spend with the new intake either side of 
Christmas counts for double in the summer. 
Getting that groundwork into the babies is so 
important. 

I COULDN’T quite believe what I was hearing 
when a group of trainers, spearheaded by Dan 
Skelton, threatened to boycott TV interviews 
unless they were paid for them.

As fas as I was concerned it was an absurd 
idea. We, as trainers, have an interest, some 
would say a duty, to do our best to promote the 
sport. We also need to promote ourselves! 

The boycott was the brainchild of former 
BHA Chairman Peter Savill, who now heads up 
a breakaway group, the Professional Racing As-

sociation [PRA]. As I understand it, the fee paid 
to trainers would have been banked and used to 
fund the PRA, which is pushing racecourses to 
increase prize money.

While that’s a laudable objective, I think it’s 
far more likely to be realised via the Thorough-
bred Group, which campaigns on behalf of a 
broad cross-section of racing’s stakeholders.

Notwithstanding that, if trainers were paid 
for interviews, you have to assume the money 
would come out of the media rights budget, 
which would almost certainly have a knock-on 
effect in terms of the payments made to courses 
and their levels of prize money.

AS per usual, the Christmas and New Year pe-
riod was pretty quiet for me on both a personal 
and professional level.

For sure, I would struggle to train jumpers – I 
can only imagine trying to remain busy, focused 
and enthusiastic in the depths of a cold British 
winter is credibly hard.

With that in mind, I look upon it as an op-
portune time for short break and have just 
returned from skiing in France. Suffice to say, 
my batteries are now fully recharged and I can’t 
wait to get going again. And while we won’t be 
having many runners over the next few weeks, 
we can focus on putting in place the founda-
tions required for another successful season.

MHS has enjoyed a fine 
start to 2025, with six 
winners on the board 

before the end of January
Like Roaring Legend [see Page 

One], Misty Sky has been suc-
cessful twice, while Sweet Fan-
tastic and He’s A Gentleman 
have also enjoyed visits to the 
winner’s enclosure.

Misty Sky provided MHS with 
its first winner of 2025 when 
scoring in a 7f Southwell handi-
cap on January 4.

Hector Crouch was in the sad-
dle as Deva Racing’s three-year-
old daughter of Sands Of Mali 
won for the second time in her 
last three starts, having broken 
her maiden at Newmarket in 
October.

Hector was in the saddle again 
as Misty Sky responded gamely, 
having been headed inside the 
final furlong, to edge home in a 
7f handicap at Kempton on Jan-
uary 22.

Sandwiched between Misty 
Sky’s successes, Sweet Fantastic 
landed a 7f Kempton handicap 
on January 15.

The three-year-old colt, who 
was ridden by Hollie Doyle, was 
winning for the first time for 
owners Mr and Mrs Ainscough, 
having been placed on three of 
his four starts as a juvenile.

And the yard’s final winner of 
the month came courtesy of He’s 
A Gentleman who scored in a 7f 
Wolverhampton handicap on 

The grey son of Dark Angel 
has now won five of his 43 ca-
reer starts and amassed just shy 
of 70k in prize money.

As at the end of January, MHS 
had bagged six winners from 
just 23 runners, representing a 
strike rate of 26 per cent.

MHS off to 
flying start 
with Misty
the final Saturday of the month.

Joe Leavy sent the grey geld-
ing, who is owned by the Mi-
chael Owen Racing Club to the 
front at the furlong pole, and he 
kept on well to come home just 
over a length clear of his nearest 
pursuer.

Misty Sky bags her 
second win of 2025

Bienvenu to Shaun 
as he crosses channel 

WORK rider Shaun 
Payne is one of the 
newest recruits to 
the team at MHS, 
having only joined 
the yard last month.

British Racing 
School graduate 
Shaun hails from 
Hertfordshire, 
although, before 
relocating to Chesh-
ire recently, he was 
working at the yard 
of Pia Brandt in 
Chantilly, France.

While Shaun may 
only have been at 
the yard for a short 
time, he is already 
enamoured by an 
as-yet-unnamed 

two-year-old by 
Supremacy, out of 
Spiritual Lady, who 
is owned by Victor 
Lee.

When he’s not 
busy working, 
Shaun, who is espe-
cially partial to green 
thai curry, can often 
be found fishing, or 
watching the racing 
on TV.

If he was offered 
an all-expenses paid 
trip anywhere in the 
world, Shaun says 
he would plump for 
a trip to watch the 
Breeders’ Cup Turf in 
America, flying first 
class.

Shaun working Big Take on the MHS gallops

MEET THE TEAM 



Yard finishes 2024 
on 78-winner mark

MHS recruiting for 
riders and yard staff
MANOR House has a 
number of vacancies  
for full-time riders 
and yard staff. Both 
roles offer a generous 
package, including 
overtime.

In addition, suc-
cessful applicants 
are only required to 

work every other 
weekend, and MHS 
may be able to offer 
assistance with ac-
commodation.
l Email info@manor-
housestables.com or 
call 01948 820485 
should you require 
further details.

CABELLEROSO’S 
win at Chelmsford 
on December 12 saw 
MHS end 2024 on 
the 78-winner mark.

Over the course 
of the preceding 12 
months, Hugo sent 
out 77 domestic 
winners, as well as 
one overseas winner, 
courtesy of Roman 
Dragon’s success in 
Bahrain last Febru-
ary.

Those 77 winners 
helped the yard 
accumulate just over 
£1.4 million in prize 
money, which was 
circa £250,000 more 

than its previous best 
figure of £1,145, 875 
in 2019.

In total 50 of the 
107 horses Manor 
House to run won 
at least once, with 
the two-year-olds 
scoring 26 times, 
the three-year-olds 
being successful on 
36 occasions, and the 
older horses winning 
15 times.

The yard’s biggest 
earners in 2024 were 
the juvenile It Ain’t 
Two and Chester Cup 
winner Zoffee, both 
of whom won more 
than £90,000.

to revealing the horse’s identity 
within the next few weeks.

Membership of the club costs 
just £95 a year, with benefits in-
cluding a digital welcome pack, 
invitations to yard visits, and 
entry into a ballot for owners 
& trainer badges whenever the 
club has a runner.

Racing club starts 
year with winner

WITH the Michael 
Owen Racing Club al-
ready off the mark for 

2025, there’s never been a better 
time to sign up for membership.

As detailed on Page 3, He’s A 
Gentleman provided club mem-
bers with a huge thrill when 
capturing a 7f Wolverhampton 
handicap on January 25.

What’s more, while members 
will be hoping a sixth career 
victory for the grey son of Dark 
Angel isn’t too far away, they 
will also have a second horse to 
cheer on in 2025.

Michael and Hugo are excit-
ed by the club’s latest acquisi-
tion, and are looking forward 

“The joy of owning a race-
horse is indescribable and has 
given me plenty of highs over 
the years,” reflected Michael.

“I wanted to give others the 
chance to experience that too, 
so I set up the Michael Owen 
Racing Club to give everyone 
the chance to get involved for a 
fraction of the cost of sole own-
ership.”

Club members have now 
tasted victory on five occa-
sions, with He’s A Gentleman 
responsible for four of those  
successes since being acquired 
by the club in September 2023. 
l Find out more about the club 
here.

Club members pick up their trophy 
after He’s A Gentleman’s latest win

R A C I N G
F I V E  S T A R  T R E A T M E N T   
F O R  T H E  G O O D  O F  T H E  R A C E H O R S E

W E  A R E  P R O U D  T O  B E  A N  O F F I C I A L  P A R T N E R  O F  M A N O R  H O U S E  S T A B L E S   
A N D  W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  B E I N G  P A R T  O F  T H E  T E A M .

NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific  
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting 
bodily function and addressing athletic function.   

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments 
for: •  Digestive Health •  Respiratory Health •  Soundness •  Muscular Health •  Recovery •  Hoof Care 

For more information contact: 
Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF 
M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com

Trust

naf-equine.eu/uk
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Zoffee won more than £90,000 in 2024

He’s A Gentleman wins again
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