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ROMAN Dragon has headed 
off for Bahrain, where he 
enjoyed such a fruitful cam-
paign over the last Christ-
mas and new year period.

The five-year-old sprinter, 
who is owned by Nick 
Hughes – pictured inset with 
his son and Roman Dragon – 
and Michael Owen, ran four 
times in last year’s Bahrain 
Turf Series, 
winning once 
and finishing 
second on 
another 
occasion 
to bag more 
than £50,000 in 
prize money. 

On his return, Roman 
Dragon will bid for a sixth 
win at Chester, which 
would see him become the  
joint winning-most mod-
ern-day horse at the course.

The five-year-old sprinter 
will be joined in the Persian 
Gulf by the Running Order 
Partnership’s Box To Box, 
who was placed in three 
of his four runs in the last 
Bahrain Turf Series. 

Star juvenile 
off to States
IT Ain’t Two has been sold 
to race in America. The ju-
venile filly, who was bred by 
Michael Owen and owned 
by him and Ms Diamond, 
won four of her 13 races 
in the UK and more than 
£90,000 in prize money.

The daughter of Calyx 
provided MHS with its 
first juvenile winner of the 
campaign, when scoring 
on her racecourse debut at 
Newmarket in April.

And she also provided the 
yard with its most-recent 
two-year-old success when 
returning to the scene 
of that initial success to 
capture the Listed EBF Bosra 
Sham Fillies Stakes at the 
beginning of last month.

MHS duo set 
for Bahrain

WITH the year drawing to a 
close, Manor House can look 
back on an unforgettable 12 

months.
While there have been plenty of 

highlights, it is probably Zoffee’s victory 
in the Chester Cup back in May which 
will live longest in the memory. Harry 
Davies was in the saddle as Alan Peter-
son’s eight-year-old provided the yard 
with a much-coveted first victory in the 
Chester May Festival’s showpiece event.

Another undoubted highlight came 
at Newmarket in September when The 
Waco Kid’s victory in the Tattersalls 
Stakes provided MHS with a first Group 
winner of 2024. The Mehmas juvenile’s 
victory was especially sweet as it came 
in the blue silks of the Gene Genies, 

whose members include Michael Owen 
and long-standing MHS supporter An-
drew Black.

Having waited until the autumn for 
that elusive first Group winner of the  
campaign, another one followed just 
a few weeks later when Lit Lung Lee’s 
two-year-old gelding Make You Smile 
got up in the shadow of the post to land 

the Group 3 Horris Hill Stakes at New-
bury on October 1.

Thus far in 2024, Manor House has 
been responsible for 76 domestic win-
ners, one of which came in an Arabian 
race, as well as one overseas winner, 
courtesy of Roman Dragon’s success in 
Bahrain in February.

Those 77 winners have helped the 
yard accumulate just over £1.4 million 
in prize money, which is circa £250,000 
more than its previous best figure of 
£1,145, 875 in 2019.

In total 50 of the 107 horses Manor 
House has run this season have won at 
least once, with the two-year-olds scor-
ing a total of 25 times, the three-year-
olds being successful on 36 occasions, 
and the older horses winning 15 times.

Zoffee win one of 
many highlights

Group race glory for The Waco Kid

Harry Davies, left, celebrates after riding 
Zoffee to victory in this year’s Chester Cup
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MEMBERSHIP of 
the Michael Owen 
Racing Club could be 
the perfect solution 
if you’re struggling 
to find a Christmas 
present for someone 
special!

It costs just £95 
a year to join, with 
benefits including 
a digital welcome 
pack, invitations to 
yard visits, and entry 
into a ballot for own-
ers & trainer badges 
whenever the club 
has a runner.

“The joy of owning 
a racehorse is inde-
scribable and has 
given me plenty of 
highs over the years,” 
reflected Michael.

“I wanted to give 

others the chance 
to experience that 
too, so I set up the 
Michael Owen 
Racing Club to give 
everyone the chance 
to get involved for a 
fraction of the cost of 
sole ownership.”

Club members 
have now tasted 
victory on five oc-
casions, with He’s A 
Gentleman the club’s 
most-recent winner 
when scoring at Ayr 
at the end of July. In 
addition to the grey 
gelding, the club is 
actively seeking a 
replacement for the 
recently retired Rose 
Donnelly.
l Find out more 
about the club here.

Alan bags award for 
top owner in Wales
ZOFFEE’S Chester 
Cup victory has 
seen his owner Alan 
Peterson awarded 
the flat owner of the 
year accolade at this 
year’s Welsh Horse 
Racing Awards.

And Zoffee was 
shortlisted in the 

horse of the year 
category, which 
went to David Evans’ 
sprinter Blue Prince.

The ROA-spon-
sored event took 
place at the Vale 
Resort in Cardiff at 
the beginning of last 
month.

Staff and clients of 
Grosvenor at MHS

including the gallops 
and equine pool, by 
Hugo and Michael 
Owen, who also took 
time out to answer 
questions about all 
things Manor House..

The Grosvenor visit

MHS was delight-
ed to welcome a 
group from partners 
Grosvenor Insurance 
to the yard recently.

Staff and clients of 
the independently 
owned specialist 
insurance broker, 
which is based in 
Chester, visited MHS 
on Friday, Novem-
ber 15.

They were treated 
to a tour of the yard, 

Club members at Wolverhampton recently

Club membership 
could be perfect gift

SERGEI PROKOFIEV 
x WOKE MEDIA 

Bought at the Goffs Orby Sale, this 
bay colt is closely related to the 
speedball Lady Aurelia, a Royal 
Ascot winner who bagged more 
than £600,000 in prize money. 
His sire has enjoyed a great first 
season with juveniles including 
Group 3 winner Arizona Blaze. 

£54,226 + VAT

WHILE the 2025 cam-
paign is now just 
a matter of weeks 

away, it’s not too late to get in-
volved in a yearling which will 
make its racecourse debut next 
year.

MHS has had 25 juvenile 
winners in 2024, including two 
Group race winners, and Hugo 
is hoping to do better still with 
next year’s crop – a small but 
select number of which are still 
looking for owners.

“The Mehmas filly is 70% 
sold. However, the remaining 
30% offers an extremely afford-
able opportunity to get involved 
with a juvenile whose pedigree 
is packed with black type,” en-
thused Hugo.

“We also have a bay colt by 
the smart miler Galiway, who 
was the leading French-based 
sire of Group winners last year.

“The Time Test filly is beau-
tiful, incredibly athletic, and 
wasn’t at all expensive.”

In addition, colts by this year’s 
champion first-season sire Sergei 
Prokofiev and Tasleet are also 
available for purchase.

The former is out of Woke Me-
dia and closely related to Ameri-
can speedball Lady Aurelia, 
while the latter is out of the juve-
nile winner Roman Brae and his 
sire’s progeny include Bradsell, 
who was a top-class sprinter at 
three and four.
l Visit the Horses for Sale page on 
the MHS website for details of all 
the yearlings currently available 
for purchase.

Not too late to be 
an owner at MHS

MEHMAS 
x GAJA

This Mehmas filly was purchased 
at Goffs Premier Yearling Sale at 
Doncaster. She is a first foal for 
Gaja, who won three times in 

Germany, by Mehmas. Her sire 
has produced eight Group 

winners, including three at the 
highest level, in the last year.

£16,500 + VAT [30% share]

Horses returning home 
from second lot at  MHS

TIME TEST 
x ELIZABETH BENNET

A daughter of the dual Group 2 
winner Time Test, this bay filly 
is out of Elizabeth Bennet, who 

was successful twice as a juvenile. 
Her sire won six times and has 

subsequently proven a 
consistent source of winners 

in both hemispheres.

£34,500 + VAT

GALIWAY 
x AFRICA 

This bay colt is by the smart miler 
Galiway, whose progeny include 

Group 1 winner Sealiway and 
Willie Mullins’ top-class 
dual-purpose performer 

Vauban. Dam Africa won in 
France and the USA and was 

placed in Listed company.

£73,150 + VAT

TASLEET 
x ROMAN BRAE 

This Tasleet colt was purchased 
at the Tattersalls Sommerville 

Yearling Sales. From the family 
of Battash, his sire was a stakes 
winner at two, three and four. 

Dam Rowan Brae was a winning 
two-year-old in France, and 

placed in Listed company.

£21,500 + VAT
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LMA coaches enjoy 
Manor House tour

HUGO PALMER
We’ve shown MHS 
is as good a place as 
any to send a horse 
W    ITH 2024 drawing to a close, it’s a good 

time to take stock of the last 12 months 
and reflect on everything the yard has achieved.

For sure, it’s been a more than satisfactory 
year, with the horses running consistently well 
throughout – as I write, we have 77 winners on 
the board, which is 20 more than last year, and 
have exceeded £1.4m in prize money.

There have been many highlights along the 
way, from Zoffee capturing a first Chester Cup 
for Manor House to Group-race victories for 
The Waco Kid and Make You Smile.

However, perhaps my fondest memory is 
Roman Dragon’s victory in Bahrain at the 
beginning of February. It was great to bag a first 
winner in the Arab state and better still to do so 
for Michael [Owen] and Nick Hughes.

That aside, I’d hate to be pigeonholed as a 
trainer of a particular type of horse, so am 
delighted that we’ve continued to churn out 
winners of all ages, from two to eight, over all 
distances, from five furlongs to 2m2½f, at all 
levels from maidens to Group races. In so doing, 

we’ve demonstrated that if you’re an owner, 
never mind what your aspirations are for your 
horse, MHS is as good a place as any to have it 
trained!

WE have bid a fond farewell to a couple of 
stable stars over recent weeks.

Having made his racecourse debut back in 
2018, Rajinsky has been retired, while crack 
two-year-old It Ain’t Two has been sold to con-
tinue her career in the States.

While it’s sad to say goodbye to two such tal-
ented performers, both horses depart the yard 
sound and well. Rajinsky returned to the race-
course in September having overcome a bout 
of colic. However, he struggled to recapture his 
best form so, at the age of eight, his owners de-

cided he owed them nothing and that he should 
enjoy a well-earned retirement from racing.

As a two-year-old, It Ain’t Two has been 
with us rather less long. However, she’s done an 
awful lot in the relatively short time she’s been 
with us – she’s danced every dance this year, 
providing us with our first juvenile winner 
of the season at Newmarket in April and our 
most-recent when winning a Listed race at the 
same venue at the beginning of last month.

The daughter of Calyx is very much a two-
year-old and, while she should be well suited to 
US racing and capable of winning more races, I 
entirely understand the decision to sell.

I’D like to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone connected with Manor House, from 
staff to owners and sponsors, a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

On a personal level, I don’t have any plans 
beyond enjoying the festivities with our two 
children, who, aged five and two, are just about 
old enough to start appreciating what’s going on.

As a flat trainer, I always find this time of 
year a bit awkward and disjointed. However, 
it does at least present an opportunity to make 
sure our fantastic team, who have worked so 
hard over the last 12 months can enjoy a few 
days off, before they return with their batteries 
refreshed ready to go again in 2025!

IT Ain’t Two is set to end the 
year as Manor House’s high-
est-earner over the last 12 

months.
The two-year-old filly, who 

ran in the yellow and blue silks 
of Ms Diamond and Michael 
Owen prior to her recent sale, 
won four of her 13 starts; those 
four victories, which included a 
Listed race at Newmarket on her 
most recent outing, saw her earn 
£93,328 in prize money.

That was just £726 more than  
Chester Cup winner Zoffee, 
whose career earnings under 
both codes are now in excess of 
£250,000

Roudee Racing’s three-year-
old gelding Grey Cuban is next 
in the list with earnings of just 
over 70k courtesy of four wins 
in nine starts.

And in fourth place is The 
Gene Genies’ talented two-year-
old The Waco Kid whose two 
victories, including a Newmar-
ket Group 3 on his penultimate 
start, helped him bag more than 
66k.

Roman Dragon also earned 
more than 60k, with the five-
year-old sprinter, who is owned 
by Michael Owen and Nick 
Hughes, banking more than 
£50,000 by finishing first and 
second in four appearances in 
Bahrain around this time last 
year.

The yard’s winning-most 
horse of 2024 is How Impressive, 

than Jason Hart, and nine more 
than Harry Davies.

The champion jockey also tops 
the pile in terms of prize money, 
with his MHS mounts earning 
£253,830, while Jason’s mounts 
bagged £246,523, and Harry’s 
£239,284.

It Ain’t Two 
heads pack  
in earnings  
who has won five of his 18 starts 
since the turn of the year for 
Middleham Park Racing.

Eighteen different riders have 
ridden winners for MHS thus 
far in 2024, with Oisin Murphy 
leading the way numerically 
with 18 victories, seven more 

Listed success 
for It Ain’t Two

The LMA visit to Manor House Stables

Yard’s new safety 
partner is unveiled
MANOR House is 
thrilled to announce 
Charles Owen has 
become its official 
safety partner.

World famous for 
raising the bar in 
safety, Charles Owen 
is a leading British 
manufacturer of 

riding helmets with 
a history dating back 
over 110 years.

Look out for 
updates, behind-the-
scenes exclusives, 
and inspiring stories 
as this exciting new 
collaboration comes 
to life.

MEMBERS of the 
League Managers 
Association enjoyed 
a visit to MHS 
recently.

Former Stoke boss 
Steven Schumacher 
and long-serving Ac-
crington counterpart 
John Coleman were 
among more than 30 

managers and coach-
es in attendance. 
While it was a fun 
occasion, there was 
also an educational 
angle, with many of 
those present cur-
rently undertaking 
Continuing Profes-
sional Development 
[CPD] training.



Rajinsky set to head 
off into retirement

MHS recruiting for 
riders and yard staff
MANOR House has a 
number of vacancies  
for full-time riders 
and yard staff. Both 
roles offer a generous 
package, including 
overtime.

In addition, suc-
cessful applicants 
are only required to 

work every other 
weekend, and MHS 
may be able to offer 
assistance with ac-
commodation.
l Email info@manor-
housestables.com or 
call 01948 820485 
should you require 
further details.

MANOR House 
stalwart Rajinsky 
has been retired.

The eight-year-old 
stayer, who is owned 
by Jastar Capital 
Limited, won eight 
races and more than 
£200,000 during a 
six-year career in 
which he ran 38 
times.

The son of Zoffany 
recorded his first ca-
reer victory, on just 
his third start, in a 7f 
Sandown maiden in 
August 2018, when 
he was steered to 
victory by Richard 
Kingscote.

Rajinsky finished 
fourth behind star 
stayer Trueshan, 
beaten just three 
lenghts, in the 2022 
Northumberland 
Plate and later the 
same year won a 
valuable Cesarewitch 
trial at Newmarket.

However, his 
biggest success came 
the following year 
when he made all 
under Harry Davies 
to see off old rival 
Trueshan in the 
Listed Further Flight 
Stakes at Notting-
ham on his seasonal 
reappearance.

gave us the opportunity to in-
troduce a number of owners to 
their new acquisitions, but also 
provided would-be owners with 
the chance to cast an eye over 
some of the fledgling talent we 
have available for purchase,” re-
flected Hugo.

“Everyone seemed to enjoy 

Yearling parade 
popular as ever

MANOR House’s annual 
yearling parade took 
place on Wednesday, 

November 14.
Always a popular event in the 

yard’s social calendar, this year’s 
renewal proved no exception 
with a host of familiar faces in 
attendance.

During the course of proceed-
ings, more than 20 of the excit-
ing prospects acquired over the 
course of the recent yearling 
sales season were paraded in 
front of guests, with Hugo shar-
ing his hopes and expectations 
for each of them.

“As ever, it was a thoroughly 
enjoyable event which not only 

themselves and I’d like to think it 
went very well.”

While a number of sales oc-
curred as a result of the event, 
MHS still has some exciting 
yearlings, as well as a handful of 
older horses, looking for owners. 

These include a filly by lead-
ing European first-season sire 
Sergei Prokofiev, a colt by the 
smart miler Gailway, who was 
the leading French-based sire 
of Group winners in 2023, and 
a filly by the top-class juvenile 
Threat.
l For further details, see Page 2, 
and / or visit the Horses for Sale 
tab on the MHS website by click-
ing here.

Michael Owen with visitors for 
MHS’s annual yearling parade

R A C I N G
F I V E  S T A R  T R E A T M E N T   
F O R  T H E  G O O D  O F  T H E  R A C E H O R S E

W E  A R E  P R O U D  T O  B E  A N  O F F I C I A L  P A R T N E R  O F  M A N O R  H O U S E  S T A B L E S   
A N D  W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  B E I N G  P A R T  O F  T H E  T E A M .

NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific  
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting 
bodily function and addressing athletic function.   

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments 
for: •  Digestive Health •  Respiratory Health •  Soundness •  Muscular Health •  Recovery •  Hoof Care 

For more information contact: 
Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF 
M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com

Trust

naf-equine.eu/uk
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Rajinsky won eight races and more than 200k

The MHS yearling parade
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