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NARIKO’S victory at Salis-
bury on October 3 saw MHS 
hit the 70-winner mark for 
the first time since 2018. 

On her return from a 
131-day break, Furkhat 
Ibragimov’s three-year-old 
filly got up in the shadow of 
the post, under Oisin Mur-
phy, to land a competitive 6f 
handicap.

Having scored 
at Haydock in 
May, it was 
a second 
successive 
victory for 
the daughter 
of Night Of 
Thunder, who has now won 
three of her eight career 
starts.

The yard’s 70 domestic 
winners have seen it bag 
more then £1.25m in prize 
money, surpassing its pre-
vious best of just over £1m 
in 2018. In addition, with 
almost two months of the 
year remaining, MHS has 
every chance of bettering 
its best-ever total of 79 
winners in 2012.

Big run for 
Stratusnine
STRATUSNINE went ago-
nisingly close to landing a 
huge pot at York last month.

The juvenile colt, who is 
owned by Stratus 9 Consult-
ing, led for much of the 
British EBF £100,000 Final, 
only to be hauled back by 
Dominic French Davis’ Mi-
rabeau in the closing stages 
of the 7f contest.

Nevertheless, it was a fine 
run by Jason Hart’s mount, 
who had been absent 
from the racecourse since 
breaking his maiden at Ayr 
at the beginning of July.  
Stratusnine’s second-place 
finish earned more than 
20k for his owners and took 
his winnings for the season 
past the 35k mark.

MHS hits 70 
winner mark

AFTER another battle royale 
between Hugo and Andrew 
Balding, the Manor House man  

retained his crown as the top trainer at 
Chester.

With 11 winners, the Kingsclere 
trainer had one more than Hugo. How-
ever, with placed efforts also being re-
warded, Hugo emerged on top, with a 
big gap back to Richard Fahey in third.

The triumph saw Hugo presented 
with the Bobby McAlpine Trophy, as 
well as a cheque for £10,000 which 
will be shared between everyone at the 
yard, and a case of champagne, at the 
course’s final meeting of the season.

The first of MHS’s 10 successes at 
Chester in 2024 came courtesy of Zof-
fee’s victory in the Chester Cup, before 

the three-year-old Native King doubled 
the yard’s tally when scoring on his first 
run for Hugo on June 14.

Little more than a fortnight later, The 
Flying Seagull broke his maiden, while 
Grey Cuban bagged the second of his 
four victories this season in a handicap 
on July 12. 

Roudee Racing’s talented three-

year-old landed another handicap 
over course and distance when going 
in again on July 27, thereby providing  
MHS with a double after the two-year 
old Seagolazo had scored earlier on the 
same card.

Wins seven and eight came in suc-
cessive races on the final day of August 
when Balon D’Or and his half-sister It 
Ain’t Too doubled up.

Kindest Nation provided the yard 
with win number nine when scoring 
for the second time in a week on Sep-
tember 13.

Finally, Pitney brought the curtain 
down on another hugely successful sea-
son on the Roodee for MHS when scrap-
ing home by the narrowest of margins 
24 hours later.

Hugo is Chester’s 
top trainer again

Kindest Nation scoring at Chester

Hugo is presented with the Bobby McAlpine 
Trophy for being Chester’s leading trainer
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MANOR House add-
ed five more winners 
to its total during 
October.

As detailed on 
Page 1, Nariko was 
the first to oblige 
when scoring in a 6f 
Salisbury handicap 
on October 3.

The Middle-
ham Park Racing 
five-year-old How 
Impressive was 
responsible for two 
of the five victories, 
scoring in a 7f hand-
icaps at Chelmsford 
on October 17 and 
at Southwell seven 
days later.

Champion jockey 
Oisin Murphy was 
in the saddle on the 
first occasion, while 

Joe Leavy, who was 
pipped at the post in 
this year’s apprentice 
title race, was aboard  
for the second.

How Impressive 
has been a fantas-
tic flagbearer for 
MPR and MHS this 
year, winning five 
of his 18 races and 
being placed on four 
further occasions, 
amassing prize mon-
ey of almost 40k in 
the process.

And, as per the 
article to the right, 
Make You Smile 
provided the yard 
with its fifth winner 
or another produc-
tive month when 
scoring at Newbury 
on October 26. 

No joy for juveniles 
on Californian trip
SEAGULLS Eleven 
and The Waco Kid 
were out of luck in 
the Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf at Del 
Mar, in California, on 
Saturday evening.

Seagulls Eleven 
raced prominently 
and was pressing the 

leaders turning for 
home but faded in-
side the final one and 
a half furlongs of the 
£1m contest to finish 
one place in front of 
his stablemate.

The race was won 
by Aidan O’Brien’s 
Henri Matisse. 

Brighton footballers 
stop off to see horses

Seagolazo, Seagulls 
Eleven, and The 
Flying Seagull have 
all won, amassing 
more than 150k in 
prize money in the 
process.

Proud owners

A NUMBER of the 
Brighton footballers 
who make up the 
Two Plus Three Two 
Plus Four partner-
ship stopped off at 
Manor House on 
Sunday.

The footbal-
lers have enjoyed 
considerable success 
with the three two-
year-olds who have 
carried their colours 
this season.

How Impressive has won five times in 2024

Five wins this year 
for How Impressive

MAKE You Smile lived 
up to his name when 
getting up in the final 

stride to land the Group 3 Bet-
Victor Horris Hill Stakes at New-
bury last Saturday.

The Mehmas gelding won on 
debut over course and distance 
in September and returned to the 
track a 5-1 chance under Harry 
Davies.

On heavy ground, he travelled 
at the rear of the field and looked 
to be off the bridle midway 
through the race, but as others 
tired, he began to rally and make 
progress.

The chestnut chased down 
the leader, William Haggas’ 9-4 
favourite Yaroogh, to come out 
on top by a nose and preserve his 
unbeaten record.

“He’s a lovely horse, he’s never 
really shown a lot at home and 

“I think I was the first off the 
bridle, he’ll still take a bit of edu-
cating so to pick up and come 
home quite so well takes some 
doing.”

Hugo echoed the sentiments 
of Make You Smile’s jockey.

“He’s a very nice horse to look 
forward to next season,” en-
thused Hugo.

“The yard has had six winners 
for Mr Lee this year,” continued 
Hugo. “In addition to Make You 
Smile, Wonder Kid has won 
three times, and Wonder Smile 
once.

“Mr Lee has had horses with 
me since my early days in New-
market and it’s always especially 
nice to do well for owners, such 
as him, who have been so sup-
portive.

“What’s more, we bought him 
a lovely colt at the yearling sales.”

Make You Smile 
lives up to name

Make You Smile, left, 
winning at Newbury

Much-deserved Listed success for It Ain’t Two
IT Ain’t Two put the seal on a 
fantastic two-year-old season 
with victory in a Newmarket 
Listed race last Friday.

Harry Davies was in the sad-
dle as the two-year-old daughter 
of Calyx withheld the late chal-
lenge of Kodilicious to take the 
Irish Stallion Farms EBF ‘Bosra 
Sham’ Fillies’ Stakes over six fur-
longs.

It was a fourth victory of 
the season for the filly, who is 
owned  by Ms Diamond and Mi-

chael Owen, and took her earn-
ings to more than £90,000.

“I’m delighted and she’s as 
tough a filly as I’ve ever had 
anything to do with,” said Hugo 
afterwards.

“That was her 13th start. She 
caught us by surprise a bit when 
she won on her debut in April, 
but she’s answered every call 
since then.”

Gordon with It Ain’t Two

He’s got a lot of 
talent and I’m sure 
he’ll improve again

Jockey Harry Davies 
on Make You Smile

I think he surprised everyone 
when he won first time in simi-
lar conditions,” Harry told Sky 
Sports Racing.

“He’s a very laid back type 
and I think today he’s just done 
enough. He’ll only do what he 
has to do, for the first half of 
the race I thought I was beat as I 
wasn’t really going.

“Once the horses in front of me 
began to tire, he really motored 
that last furlong, he’s got a lot of 
talent and I’m sure he’ll improve 
again.
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Anime fan Peter keen 
to try something new

HONGKONGER 
Peter Cheung Ka 
Ho joined MHS as 
a work rider this 
summer.

Peter worked 
for the Hong Kong 
Jockey Club in his 
homeland before a 
desire to broaden his 
horizons saw him 
move to the UK.

Asked to choose 
a favourite horse 
at the yard, Peter 
opts for the recent 
Haydock winner 
One Eye Jack, who 
he subsequently 
travelled to France 
for the Haras de 
Bouquetot Criterium 

d’Automne on Arc 
day.

In his spare time, 
Peter says he likes 
cooking and is a big 
fan of Chinese cui-
sine, especially fried 
rice and fried noo-
dles. He also enjoys 
watching baseball 
and anime.

Indeed, Peter 
says he would relish 
the opportunity to 
visit Japan to indulge 
his passion for the 
country’s animation 
and would, in all like-
lihood, return home 
with a multitude of 
anime-inspired toy 
figures.

Peter with Haydock scorer One Eye Jack

HUGO PALMER
It’s been quite the 
year and there’s still 
two months to go!
I    DON’T think this year could have gone a great 

deal better. With 74 domestic wins, including 
a couple of Group races, on the board, we’ve got 
MHS’s best-ever total of 79 winners, in 2012, 
firmly in our sights and, what is more, with in 
excess of £1.3m in total earnings have already 
bagged more prize money than ever before.

In addition, we’ve also tasted success over-
seas, courtesy of Roman Dragon’s victory in 
Qatar back in February, while Carved In Stone 
won a national hunt flat race and Rich Pulls 
Pitch gave the yard its first UK Arabian winner. 

Unfortunately, results on Champions Day at 
Ascot have seen me slip just outside the top 20 
in the trainers’ championship, albeit with Aidan 
O’Brien and Francis-Henri Graffard amongst 
those ahead of me, there’s still every chance I 
could finish in the top 20 UK-based trainers.

In addition, on a personal level, this looks 
likely to be my second most-successful year 
ever in terms of prize money. While I’m not 
going to surpass the £2.1m I accumulated in 
2016, when Galileo Gold won the 2000 Guineas 

and the St James’s Palace Stakes at Royal Ascot, 
I’m now just a few thousand pounds shy of 
the £1.4m I banked the season beforehand. 
Certainly, it’s been quite the year and we’ve still 
got a couple of months to go!

AS a trainer, you have to accept that there will 
be occasions when it makes perfect sense for 
owners to cash in on their bloodstock.

The Waco Kid is a case in point. The Gene 
Genies would have made a handsome profit had 
they proceeded with plans for their talented 
two-year-old to go under the hammer at this 
week’s Tattersalls Horses in Training Sale and, 
disappointing as it would have been to lose the 
son of Mehmas, I’d have entirely understood.

With that in mind, I was thrilled when his 

sporting owners elected to forego a significant 
boost to their bank balances in favour of a tilt at 
the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf on Saturday.

Alas, on this occasion both The Waco Kid, 
and his stablemate Seagulls Eleven, were out 
of luck. Be that as it may, the Breeders’ Cup is 
racing’s equivalent of the Olympics and, while 
it would have been great to have bagged some 
prize money, it’s great to have horses good 
enough to compete at such an exalted level. 
Touch wood, we’ll be back for another go sooner 
rather than later!

NOT only was How Impressive, inset, scoring 
for the fifth time since February when winning 
at Southwell last week, but it was also our 10th 
winner of the year for Middleham Park Racing.

It’s a big ask to train 10 winners for an owner 
in a 12-month period and I’m delighted we’ve 
done so well for MPR, courtesy of How Impres-
sive, Prince Of Zenda, who has won twice, Siob-
hanbrogan, Nolton Cross, and the two-year-old 
One Eye Jack, each of whom has won once.

In a not-dissimilar vein, having drawn a 
blank for Lit Lung Lee, who has been a long-
time supporter of mine, last year, I’m thrilled to 
have provided him with six winners, including 
Saturday’s Group 3 Horris Hill winner Make 
You Smile, and four placings from just 17 run-
ners thus far in 2024.

MEET THE TEAM THE Waco Kid provid-
ed Hugo with his first 
domestic Group winner 

since moving to Manor House 
when taking Newmarket’s Tat-
tersalls Stakes at the end of Sep-
tember.

An impressive winner of a 
Newbury maiden in July, the 
Waco Kid was scoring for the 
second time in six starts when 
taking the 7f Group 2 contest on 
September 24.

“What’s so lovely about him 
is that he gets better with every 
run,” enthused Hugo after the 
race.

The persistent rain which had 
seen the going changed from 
good-to-soft to soft earlier in the 
afternoon proved no problem 
for the son of Mehmas, who was 
sent straight to the front under 
Oisin Murphy.

The champion jockey elect 
made his intentions clear from 
the outset, moving his mount 
towards the seemingly more-fa-
voured stands’ side rail following 
a swift exit from the stalls.

The Waco Kid dictated the 
fractions on the front end, until 
the tempo began to lift as the 
field entered the final two fur-
longs.

At that point, a whole host of 
challengers were queuing up to 
have a crack at the MHS  charge 
who continued to lengthen from 
the front.

Aidan O’Brien’s unbeaten 

5-4 market leader Monumental, 
a further length and three-quar-
ters behind in third.

“With the ground the way 
it was, Hugo suggested making 
more use of him and trying to 
grab the rail. It worked well,” re-
flected his jockey after the race.

Waco Kid 
gives yard 
Group win
Diego Ventura emerged as the 
final threat down the outside, 
but he couldn’t match the finish-
ing kick of The Waco Kid, who 
eventually fought off his rivals 
to score by a comfortable two 
and three-quarter lengths, with 
Diego Ventura’s stablemate, the 

The Waco Kid scores 
in the Tattersalls Stakes
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IF you’re looking for 
that special Christ-
mas present then 
how about gifting 
someone member-
ship of the Michael 
Owen Racing Club?

It costs just £95 
a year to join, with 
benefits including 
a digital welcome 
pack, invitations to 
yard visits, and entry 
into a ballot for own-
ers & trainer badges 
whenever the club 
has a runner.

“The joy of owning 
a racehorse is inde-
scribable and has 
given me plenty of 
highs over the years,” 
reflected Michael.

“I wanted to give 
others the chance to 

experience that too, 
so I set up the Mi-
chael Owen Racing 
Club to give every-
one the chance to get 
involved in this won-
derful industry for a 
fraction of the cost of 
sole ownership.”

Club members 
have now tasted 
victory on five oc-
casions, with He’s A 
Gentleman the club’s 
most-recent winner 
when scoring at Ayr 
at the end of July. In 
addition to the grey 
gelding, the club is 
actively seeking a 
replacement for the 
recently retired Rose 
Donnelly.
l Find out more 
about the club here.

Racing club member 
assists Hugo for day
A LUCKY Coral 
Racing Club member 
visited Manor House 
last month having 
won the opportunity 
to be Hugo’s assistant 
for the day.

“It’s been an 
absolutely fantastic 
morning. I’m so 

grateful to have been 
invited,” said Liver-
pudlian John.

“I’ve read about 
the yard previ-
ously but to see it up 
close is absolutely 
phenomenal. The 
facilities are out of 
this world.”

Pink Ladies team up 
with Manor House

Havana Grey, I’m 
Just Ken, in training 
at MHS.
lITo learn more 
about the Pink Ladies, 
visit www.pinkladie-
sexclusive.com 

The Pink Ladies

MHS is delighted to 
be involved with an 
exciting, multi-fac-
eted new venture 
involving racehorse 
ownership.

An exclusive 
group for women 
who share a passion 
for powerful com-
panionship, unique 
experiences and 
high achievement, 
the Pink Ladies 
will have a son of 

Club members at Haydock this year

Looking for a special 
Christmas present?

TASLEET 
x ROMAN BRAE 

This Tasleet colt was purchased 
at the Tattersalls Sommerville 

Yearling Sales. From the family 
of Battash, his sire was a stakes 
winner at two, three and four. 

Dam Rowan Brae was a winning 
two-year-old in France, and 

placed in Listed company.

PRICE ON APPLICATION

MANOR House has en-
joyed a hugely success-
ful campaign with its 

two-year-olds, amassing 24 win-
ners and more than 500k in prize 
money already.

What is more, Hugo and Mi-
chael are intent on raising the 
bar higher still in 2025 and have 
been in attendance at all the 
major yearling sales, acquiring 
a number of well-bred young 
horses now looking for owners.

All are exciting prospects for 
whom MHS is harbouring high 
hopes in 2025 and beyond.

“We’ve got a lovely, big, im-
pressive son of Mohaather, who’s 
enjoyed such a good first season,” 
said Hugo.

“I thought the son of Palace 
Pier was really well bought. He’s 
a brother to a Group winner and 
eligible for the Tattersalls Book 1 
Bonus .”

A bay colt, purchased at Ar-
qana’s August sale, is by the 
smart miler Galiway, who was 
the leading French-based sire of 
Group winners in 2023.

Tasleet, whose progeny in-
clude the brilliant Bradsell, is the 
sire of a chesnut colt out of win-
ning juvenile Roman Brae, while 
there is also a bay filly by the 
crack juvenile Threat.

 So, if you’d like to be involved 
in the Sport of Kings as an owner 
in 2024, get in touch with the 
yard on 01948 820495 now!
l Visit the Horses for Sale page on 
the MHS website for details of all 
the yearlings currently available 
for purchase.

Your chance to be 
an owner at MHS

GALIWAY 
x AFRICA 

This bay colt is by the smart miler 
Galiway, whose progeny include 

Group 1 winner Sealiway and 
Willie Mullins’ top-class 
dual-purpose performer 

Vauban. Dam Africa won in 
France and the USA and was 

placed in Listed company.

PRICE ON APPLICATION

PALACE PIER 
x STARLET 

Purchased at Tattersalls Book 1 
sale, this bay colt is by Palace Pier, 

who won five Group 1s and ran 
Baaed to a neck when conceding 

weight. Dam Starlet was a winner 
at three and her progeny include 
Love Locket, who won the 1000 
Guineas Trial at Leopardstown.

PRICE ON APPLICATION

THREAT 
x HAREM LADY

From the family of Light Shift 
and Ulysses, this filly’s sire, 

Threat, was a high-class juvenile, 
winning the Group 2 Gimcrack 

and Champagne Stakes. His 
dam, Harem Lady, won four 

times and was placed in a 
number of Group races.

PRICE ON APPLICATION

MOHAATHER 
x ABHASANA 

This bay colt is by the explosive 
miler Mohaather, who won Group 

races at two, three, and four, 
including a vintage running of 

the G1 Sussex Stakes at Glorious 
Goodwood in 2020. His dam, 
Abhasana, has produced four 

winners from just six runners.

PRICE ON APPLICATION

Hugo and Michael look 
over a horse at Tattersalls

http://www.pinkladiesexclusive.com
http://www.pinkladiesexclusive.com


R A C I N G
F I V E  S T A R  T R E A T M E N T   
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NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific  
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting 
bodily function and addressing athletic function.   

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments 
for: •  Digestive Health •  Respiratory Health •  Soundness •  Muscular Health •  Recovery •  Hoof Care 
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Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF 
M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com
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MHS to participate 
in exciting auction
MANOR House is 
teaming up with 
events venue 
Bolesworth to 
launch an exciting 
new auction.

Lots up for grabs 
will include an 
exclusive collection 
of embryos implant-
ed with world-class 
showjumping breed-
ing as well as a share 
in a horse at MHS.

The spectacular 
black-tie event, 
incorporating a 
three-course dinner 

and entertainment, 
will take place in The 
Rum Warehouse at 
The Titanic Hotel in 
Liverpool on Mon-
day, November 18.
l To book your tick-
ets, visit the website at 
www.boleswortheli-
teauctions.com.No sign of end to

fantastic run
TEN winners in 

September saw 
MHS hit double 

figures for the third time 
in just four months.

Three of those 10 
winners were pro-
vided by horses in the 
purple silks of Hugo’s 
longstanding patron Lit 
Lung Lee, whose first 
winner came when 
Wonder Smile landed a 
7f Newbury handicap, 
under Harry Davies, on 
September 5.

Oisin Murphy was in 
the saddle as Mr Lee’s 
two-year-old debu-
tant Make You Smile 
scored impressively 
at the same venue on 
September 21, before 

Wonder Kid and Harry 
romped home in a 1m4f 
Newmarket handicap 
on September 26 to pro-
vide the in-form owner 
with a third winner in 
as many weeks.

Kindest Nation was 
responsible for MHS’s 
second win of the 
month when landing a 
7f Haydock handicap 
under Joe Leavy on 
September 6, and the 
progressive filly, who is 
owned by John Brown 
and the Owens, was in 
the winner’s enclosure 
again just seven days 
later when scoring for 
Jason Hart in a Chester 
handicap.

In between those vic-

tories, Jamie Spencer 
was aboard as Roodee 
Racing’s Grey Cuban 
won a valuable 1m2f 
handicap at Doncaster’s 
St Leger meeting.

The Gene Genies’ 
Pitney returned to win-
ning ways under Jonny 
Peate in a 7½f Chester 
handicap on September 
14, while the two-year-
old debutante Auber-
gine and Jason Hart 
scored in the same col-
ours at Redcar on Sep-
tember 17.

And the Gene Genies 
were celebrating again 
when The Waco Kid 
tasted Group race glory 
at Newmarket on Sep-
tember 26 – see Page 3.

Titanic Hotel

Jonny Peate and Pitney, above, 
and Wonder Kid and connections  

Grey Cuban winning 
again, at Doncaster

http://www.boleswortheliteauctions.com
http://www.boleswortheliteauctions.com

