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M O N T H L Y

MANOR HOUSE

HUGO and Andrew Balding 
are locked in battle for the 
title of Chester’s top trainer 
in 2024.

Wins for Balon d’Or and It 
Ain’t Two, pictured inset, at 
the Roodee on Saturday saw 
Hugo join his old adversary 
at the top of the table with 
eight winners each.

Moreover, they took 
Manor House’s 
earnings at the 
track in 2024 
past the 
250k mark.

Hugo 
edged out 
the Kingsclere 
trainer by 10 winners to 
eight last year, while they 
shared the title with eight 
winners apiece 12 months 
earlier.

With three meetings to 
go at Chester this year – the 
track races again this Friday 
and Saturday, before the 
curtain comes down on Sat-
urday, September 21 – Hugo 
will be going all out to hang 
on to the title he claimed 
last  year.

Kid emerges 
with credit
THE Waco Kid finished 
fourth in a red-hot renewal 
of the Group 3 Tattersalls 
Acomb Stakes at York’s Ebor 
meeting last month.

While The Gene Genies’ 
two-year-old son of 
Mehmas faded in the final 
quarter mile of the 7f con-
test, he was the only runner 
who made any attempt to go 
with the impressive winner, 
The Lion In Winter, through 
the early stages.

Given the Aidan O’Brien 
trained winner broke the 
juvenile course record, and 
is now favourite for next 
year’s Epsom Derby, The 
Waco Kid’s performance 
almost certainly warrants 
upgrading.

Hugo draws 
level at top

WITH a quarter of the year 
still to go, Manor House has 
already surpassed the 56 do-

mestic victories it recorded in 2023.
A further 10 successes in August took 

Hugo onto the 59-winner mark for the 
year – three more than he bagged last 
year, and 16 more than in his first sea-
son at MHS.

Half of last month’s winners came 
courtesy of the two-year-olds Hawks-
bill, King Casper, Claim To Glory, 
Herecomesthebear, and It Ain’t Two – 
see Page 3.

However, the yard’s most-valuable 
prize of the month came when the 
three-year-old Watcha Matey landed 
the valuable Ripon Rowels Handicap 
under Paul Mulrennan on Saturday, 

August 26. It was a third victory of the 
season for the son of Land Force, who 
has now earned more than 50k in 2024.

Northern Choice had set the ball roll-
ing for August when winning a 1m4f 
handicap at Southwell on August 2. 
Three-pound claimer Tyler Heard was 
in the saddle as John Brown’s homebred 
three-year-old scored for the first time.

Like Watcha Matey, Asj Shawe’s Zi-
vanyia was making it three wins in 
2024 when taking a 2m½f Newcastle 
handicap, with Lewis Edmunds aboard, 
later the same day.

Mr Araci’s Native Souvenir was re-
sponsible for the yard’s seventh winner 
of the month when getting up on the 
line under a strong drive from Aiden 
Keeley to win a 1m maiden fillies’ stakes 
at Ffos Las on August 30.

And just 24 hours later, Richard King-
scote drove Balon d’Or to a narrow vic-
tory in a 5f Chester handicap. The three-
year-old gelding, who is owned by Ms 
Diamond, Chris Roberton, and Michael 
Owen, was winning for the first time 
since scoring on his racecourse debut at 
Musselburgh last year.

MHS races past its 
score for last year

John Brown and Northern Choice

Watcha Matey has been a standard bearer 
for MHS in 2024 with three victories
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MHS was delighted 
to pay host to mem-
bers of the Michael 
Owen Racing Club 
recently.

Club members 
enjoyed a tour of the 
facilities, watching 
horses on the gallops, 
and refreshments in 
the owners lounge, 
on Friday, August 30.

“Everyone had 
a fantastic day,” 
enthused Michael. 
“Owning racehorses 
has given me plenty 
of highs over the 
years and the aim of 
the Michael Owen 
Racing Club is to give 
others a taste of what 
it’s all about – the 
opportunity to spend 
a day at the yard is a 

huge part of that.”
He’s A Gentle-

man was the club’s 
most-recent winner 
when scoring at Ayr 
at the end of last 
month. In addition 
to the grey gelding, 
the club is seeking a 
replacement for the 
recently retired Rose 
Donnelly.

It costs just £95 
a year to join, with 
benefits including 
a digital welcome 
pack, invitations to 
yard visits, and entry 
into a ballot for own-
ers & trainer badges 
whenever the club 
has a runner.
l Find out more 
about the club here.

Yard off to a quick 
start in September
MANOR House has 
two winners on the 
board for September 
already.

Harry Davies was 
aboard as three-
year-old gelding 
Wonder Smile won 
for the first time in a 
7f handicap at New-

bury last Thursday.
And 5lb claimer 

Joe Leavy was seen 
to good effect as 
Kindest Nation, who 
is owned by John 
Brown and the Ow-
ens, won a 7f fillies’ 
handicap at Haydock 
the next day.

Coral juvenile named 
Ribbon Is A Dancer

will be a VIP guest of 
Coral when Ribbon 
Is A Dancer makes 
his racecourse debut, 
which is expected to 
be within the next 
couple of months. 

Ribbon Is A Dancer

CORAL Racing 
Club’s new two-
year-old has been 
named Ribbon Is A 
Dancer.

Yard sponsors 
Coral ran a competi-
tion to come up with 
a name for the son 
of Soldier’s Call with 
club member Shena’s 
suggestion topping 
the poll of shortlist-
ed entries.

As a result, Shena 

Club members enjoying a visit to MHS

Club members enjoy 
visit to Manor House

COULSTY 
x SCOOP 

Purchased at Goffs Premier 
Yearling Sale, this bay colt is a 

son of the classy sprinter Coulsty, 
whose progeny include multiple 
stakes performers such as Group 
1 winner Shantisara. Dam Scoop 
was placed at two and three in 

both the UK and France.

£45,000

MANOR House has a 
number of exciting 
yearlings available for 

purchase.
Having been in attendance 

at all the major yearling sales 
to have taken place over recent 
weeks, Hugo and Michael have 
snapped up more than a dozen 
young horses for who they have 
high hopes in 2025.

They include a striking ches-
nut / grey colt by leading stal-
lion Havana Grey, a son of 2000 
Guineas winner Kameko, and 
a daughter of the dual Group 2 
winner Time Test.

“By an exceptional stallion, 
the Havana Grey colt is really 
athletic and the mare she’s out 
of has been doing well too,” en-
thused Hugo.

“The Kameko colt is more of a 
second-half-of-the-season type. 
I’m a big fan of his sire, whose 
had a fantastic first season as a 
stallion, and I’m hoping we’ll get 
a few more of his progeny.

“The Time Test filly is beau-
tiful, incredibly athletic and 
wasn’t at all expensive.

“The Coulsty colt is a strong-
looking two-year-old type. His 
sire is a son of Kodiak and he’s 
inherited his looks,” said Hugo.

“The Sergei Prokofiev filly is 
another racy, strong, two-year-
old type, by a stallion whose 
enjoyed a really good start to his 
career.”
l Visit the Horses for Sale page on 
the MHS website for details of all 
the yearlings currently available 
for purchase.

You can join us as 
an owner at MHS

HAVANA GREY 
x TWO IN THE PINK

This striking chesnut / grey colt 
is by the sensational young 

stallion Havana Grey, sire of seven 
Group winners from his first two 
crops, including leading juvenile 
Vandeek. His dam, Two In The 

Pink, has produced two winners 
from just four runners.

£78,000

SERGEI PROKOFIEV 
x PAPAYA

This bay filly is by Sergei 
Prokofiev out of Papaya. A 

$1,100,000 yearling, her sire was 
placed at Royal Ascot, while her 
dam has produced two winners 
from three runners, including 

Pawpaw who won four races and 
in excess of £30,000. 

£20,000

TIME TEST 
x ELIZABETH BENNET

A daughter of the dual Group 2 
winner Time Test, this bay filly 
is out of Elizabeth Bennet, who 

was successful twice as a juvenile. 
Her sire won six times and has 

subsequently proven a 
consistent source of winners 

in both hemispheres.

£20,000

KAMEKO 
x QATAR QUEEN

A son of 2000 Guineas winner 
Kameko, this bay colt was 
purchased at the Goffs UK 

Doncaster Yearling Sale. He is 
out of Qatar Queen, who was 

placed four times and has 
produced a winner from her 

only runner thus far. 

£65,000

One of the yard’s recent 
purchases at Goffs sale

https://www.michaelowenracingclub.com/
mailto:https://www.manorhousestables.com/horses-for-sale/?subject=
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Social media sparked 
Emily’s love of racing

EMILY Cranshaw 
is one of the newer 
members of the MHS 
team, having joined 
the yard as a rider in 
January of this year.

One of a num-
ber of MHS team 
members who has  
graduated from the 
National Horseracing 
College in Doncaster,  
Emily attributes her 
interest in racing to 
social media.

Emily says her 
favourite horses 
in the yard are 
the three-year-old 
filly Tierney, who 
was successful at 
Haydock last July,  

and the two-year-
old Fred On Fire, 
who scored on his 
racecourse debut at 
Newcastle in June.

When she’s not 
working at the 
yard, Emily enjoys 
watching racing and 
socialising with her 
friends.

Lasagne lover 
Emily says that if 
she was offered an 
all-expenses-paid 
trip anywhere in the 
world, she would 
jump at the opportu-
nity to visit Thailand 
and take in its daz-
zling cityscapes and 
tropical beaches.

Emily, leading, joined MHS in January

HUGO PALMER
A Group race win 
would put the icing 
on cake for 2024
I  T’ was great to surpass the 56 winners we 

achieved in 2023 with more than a quarter of 
the year to spare.

We went into September with 59 domestic 
winners on the board, and have added two 
more since. In addition, the yard has bagged 
£968,639 in UK prize money, which is already 
almost 40k more than last year.

Of course, it’s all but impossible to keep on 
improving exponentially. Be that as it may, Mi-
chael and I are delighted with the progress the 
yard has made over the last couple of years and 
would like to think we’re not finished yet!

We felt at the beginning of the year that we’d 
assembled a nice team, but you can’t take these 
things for granted and, for sure, we wouldn’t 
have enjoyed anything like the success we’ve 
have were it not for the hard work of the entire 
team.

Looking ahead to the rest of the year, while 
I never like to set targets, we have a good 
number of two-year-olds yet to run, so we must 
stand half a chance of bettering the 79 win-

ners sent out by MHS back in 2012. Regardless 
of whether we realise that goal, there can be 
little doubt the yard is firmly on the up – the 
challenge now is to ensure we maintain that 
momentum moving forward.

 
WHILE it’s great that MHS has enjoyed such 
a successful year numerically, a Group race 
victory between now and the end of the season 
would be the icing on the cake.

It goes without saying, that will be easier said 
than done. However, we’ve been blessed with 
some very smart two-year-olds this year and 
with some exciting entries coming up over 
the next couple of weeks we’re not without a 
chance.

Amongst them is Wolf Of Badenoch, pictured 

left. Fitri Hay’s juvenile colt has come out of his 
race at Glorious Goodwood in fine fettle and I’m 
extremely hopeful he’ll go close in the Group 2 
Champagne Stakes at Doncaster on Saturday.

And the son of Pinatubo is far from our only 
exciting two-year-old colt. Seagulls Eleven and 
Stratusnine definitely fall into that category, 
as does Hawksbill, who didn’t get a whole lot 
of luck at Haydock on Saturday, and  all will 
continue to compete at stakes level. 

What’s more, we’re hoping one or two of our 
as-yet-unraced two-year-olds will also prove of 
above-average ability.

I’M delighted to report that we’ve just had the 
gallop at Manor House resurfaced. Over the 
course of time, these synthetic surfaces can be-
come compromised and hold more water than 
ideal when it rains. 

That’s now been remedied and the reinvigor-
ated gallop is perfect. It’s a training surface, as 
opposed to a racing one, so it’s a little bit deeper 
and slower than the all-weather tracks, but you 
can see the horses are moving better and we 
should reap the benefits moving forward.

In addition, we’ve also had the trotting ring 
dug out and redone while, looking a little 
further ahead, we’ve just applied for planning 
permission for the new, improved barns we’re 
hoping to put up. 

MEET THE TEAM WITH five more juve-
nile victories during 
August, Manor House 

now boasts 18 two-year-old win-
ners in 2024.

That’s already two more than 
its total in 2023, and six more 
than 2022, with the prospect of 
plenty more still to come.

Hawksbill provided the yard 
with its first juvenile winner of 
the month when scoring at Hay-
dock on August 9.

Oisin Murphy was in the sad-
dle as the son of Kameko built on 
the considerable promise of his 
two previous outings to win a 1m 
novice stakes for owners Lady 
Dulverton, Emma Palmer, David 
Redvers, James Ford, and Wood-
side Bloodstock.

Little more than an hour later, 
the Roof Partnership’s King 
Casper also got off the mark, at 
the same venue, when stepping 
up markedly on his only previ-
ous outing to land a 7f novice 
stakes under Oisin.

The yard’s third juvenile win of 
the month came seven days later 
at Wolverhampton when Claim 
To Glory scored in the familiar 
orange and blue silks of Roudee 
Racing.

The Acclaim juvenile benefit-
ted from an enterprising ride by 
Harry Davies to grind out a  
hard-fought victory in a 1m½f 
nursery.

Likewise, Aidan Keeley was 
seen to good effect as Herecomes-

Chester on the final Saturday in 
August when Jason Hart steered 
It Ain’t Two to victory in a valu-
able 6f condition stakes.

It was a third victory of the sea-
son for the admirably consistent 
juvenile, who is owned by Ms 
Diamond and Michael Owen, 
and took her earnings to more 
than 50k.

Youngsters 
continue in 
flying form
thebear got up in the shadow of 
the post to chin the favourite, 
Saytarr, in a 6f nursery at Ffos 
Las on August 29.

The two-year-old son of Kodi 
Bear was winning his first race, 
at the fifth attempt, for the Don-
ny Rocket Syndicate.

And the yard’s final two-year-
old success of the month came at 

Hawksbill after his 
success at Haydock
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MHS to participate 
in exciting auction
MANOR House is 
teaming up with 
events venue 
Bolesworth to 
launch an exciting 
new auction.

Lots up for grabs 
will include an 
exclusive collection 
of embryos implant-
ed with world-class 
showjumping breed-
ing as well as a share 
in a horse at MHS.

The spectacular 
black-tie event, 
incorporating a 
three-course dinner 

and entertainment, 
will take place in The 
Rum Warehouse at 
The Titanic Hotel in 
Liverpool on Mon-
day, November 18.
l To book your tick-
ets, visit the website at 
www.boleswortheli-
teauctions.com.

Great day of golf 

THE annual Manor 
House Stables golf day 
took place on the Nick-
laus course at Carden 
Park, near Chester, on 
Tuesday, August 20.

A long-standing 
highlight of the yard’s 
social calendar, the 
event proved as popular 
as ever.

Big congratulations 
go to the winning team 
which comprised Ian 
Cunningham, Drew 
George, Charlie Black-
well and Isaac Brennan, 
pictured left.

Titanic Hotel

http://www.boleswortheliteauctions.com
http://www.boleswortheliteauctions.com

