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MANOR HOUSE

SEAGULLS Eleven, inset, 
produced his best per-
formance yet with a fine 
second in the Group 2 
bet365 Superlative Stakes at 
Newmarket on July 7.

One of three two-year-
olds at MHS owned by a 
group of Brighton footbal-
lers including Billy Gilmour 
and Danny Welbeck, the 
son of Galileo 
Gold looked a 
real threat 
to hot favou-
rite Ancient 
Truth inside 
the final 
quarter mile of 
the seven-furlong contest. 
However, the Godolphin 
youngster got on top in the 
final half furlong to bag his 
third successive win.

Seagulls Eleven, who was 
partnered by Rossa Ryan, 
had two lengths to spare 
over Wimbledon Hawkeye 
in third. Moreover, the run 
represented a significant 
improvement on his win at 
Haydock on his previous 
outing.

Popular golf 
day looming
DON’T forget Manor House 
Stables’ annual golf day 
takes place at Carden Park 
on Tuesday, August 20.

Keen golfer Michael 
Owen will be among those 
competing at the venue on 
the outskirts of Chester, 
while Hugo will be on hand 
to offer words of encourage-
ment and support!

The event is always one 
of the most popular in the 
yard’s social calendar so 
anyone interested in joining 
in the fun – either as an 
individual or as part of a 
team of four – is encouraged 
to act now.
l Call the office on 01948 
820485 to get more details or 
secure your place.

Footballers’ 
horse shines

GREY  Cuban provided Manor 
House with its 50th winner of a 
year to remember when scoring 

at Chester on Saturday, July 27.
Roudee Racing’s three-year-old 

brought the half century up in some 
style, taking the 1m2½f handicap which 
brought the card to the close with the 
minimum of fuss under jockey Jason 
Hart.

Sent off the 7-4 favourite in a field 
of six, Roudee Racing’s three-year-old 
passed the post four and a half lengths 
to the good over his nearest market ri-
val, Sir Michael Stoute’s More Thunder.

Grey Cuban was winning for the 
third time in eight starts in 2024. A win  

on the all-weather at Wolverhampton 
in April was followed by a further suc-
cess, in another 1m2½f Chester handi-
cap, on July 12.

On this occasion, the son of Havana 
Grey had to work rather harder to se-
cure victory, running on inside the final 

furlong under jockey Lewis Edmunds 
to collar pace setters Dream Harder and 
Bodorgan well inside the final furlong.

Grey Cuban was providing Hugo with 
a double on the day, after the two-year-
old Seagolazo took the 7f maiden which 
got proceedings on the Roodee under 
way.

Like Grey Cuban, a son of Havana 
Grey, Seagolazo, who was partnered by 
Kevin Stott, was winning for the first 
time on what was his third start. He is 
one of a trio of two-year-olds at MHS 
owned by a group of Brighton football-
ers  under the  Two Plus Three Two Plus 
Four moniker and all three have now 
been successful.

Cuban takes MHS 
on to half century

Seagolazo, Kevin Stott, and Holly

Grey Cuban after winning for the  
second time in as many races at Chester
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MICHAEL Owen 
Racing Club mem-
bers were celebrat-
ing after He’s A 
Gentleman bagged 
a 7f handicap at Ayr 
last Monday

It was a first turf 
victory for the five-
year-old gelding who 
has been successful 
three times on the 
all-weather.

Hollie Doyle had 
her mount handily 
placed throughout 
and after taking the 
lead two furlongs 
from home, the duo 
never looked like 
being caught.

“The Michael 
Owen Racing Club 
is fantastic. You get 
great days out and 

are looked after 
really well,” enthused 
a member who was 
at Chester to see one 
of the club’s horses in 
action recently.

Meanwhile, Rose 
Donnelly has been 
retired and a loving 
home is being sought 
for her while a 
suitable replacement 
is found.

It costs just £95 a 
year to join the club, 
with benefits includ-
ing a digital welcome 
pack, invitations to 
yard visits, and entry 
into a ballot for own-
ers & trainer badges 
whenever the club 
has a runner.
l Find out more 
about the club here.

Teddy lines up in 
panto horse contest
MANOR House 
sponsors Grosvernor 
Insurance Brokers 
was represented 
in the pantomime 
horse race which 
took place during 
Chester’s meeting on 
Sunday.

Up against 19 

rivals, Teddy The 
Broker was headed 
in the final strides of 
the contest which 
raised funds for the 
Hospice of the Good 
Shepherd. You can 
lend your support to 
this most-deserving 
of causes here. 

Guests of footballer’s 
foundation visit yard

of opportunities 
in sports, and also 
provides financial 
assistance to young 
people in need of 
support with health 
and education.

Michael and guests

MICHAEL and the 
team at MHS were 
delighted to host 
a party from the 
James Milner Foun-
dation last month.

The former Liv-
erpool and England 
midfielder set up the 
charity to promote 
healthy recreation 
for young people. It 
focuses on the devel-
opment, improve-
ment and provision 

He’s A Gentleman after winning at Ayr

He’s A Gentleman 
lands first turf win

JULY proved another fruitful 
month for MHS with nine 
winners, in addition to Rich 

Pulls Pitch’s success in an Ara-
bian race – see above.

While Grey Cuban led the way, 
winning two Chester handicaps 
in the space of little more than a 
fortnight, as detailed on Page One, 
the rich vein of form which saw 
the yard send out 14 winners in 
June continued apace.

It’s Not Risky got the ball roll-
ing when successful in a 1m2f 
Nottingham handicap on July 6. 
Aidan Keeley’s 3lb claim proved 
vital as the three-year-old geld-
ing got up near the line.

It was a first turf victory for 
the son of Showcasing, who was 
successful on the all-weather at 
Southwell and Wolverhampton 
in January.

Less than 24 hours after It’s 
Not Risky’s Nottingham success, 
the yard doubled it’s tally for the 

month when Stratusnine was 
successful in a 6f maiden at Ayr.

Stratus9 Consulting’s two-
year-old colt wasn’t scoring out 
of turn having filled the runner-
up berth in good company on 
each of his first two starts. On 
this occasion, Harry Davies  was 
in the saddle as the son of Far 
Above saw off the determined 
late challenge of Intrusively.

Another two-year-old deliv-
ered on earlier promise when 
The Waco Kid won for the first 
time at Newbury on July 20. 
Oisin Murphy was in the saddle 
as the Gene Genies’ son of Me-

hmas strode clear inside the final 
furlong of a valuable 6f novice 
stakes. And later the same after-
noon, King Of Angels bolted up 
at Doncaster in the orange and 
blue silks of Roudee Racing.

Once again, Aidan Keeley was 
in the saddle as the son of Dark 
Angel went clear inside the final 
furlong of a valuable 7f novice 
stakes to record his first victory 
at the third attempt, earning 
more than £16,000 in the pro-
cess.

Mr Araci’s juvenile filly Dream 
Voyage built on the promise of 
her Newmarket debut at earlier 
in the month to land a 6f nov-
ice stakes at Salisbury last week 
with Oisin in the saddle.

And last but by no means least, 
Hollie Doyle was aboard He’s A 
Gentleman as the Michael Owen 
Racing Club charge won his first 
race on turf in a 7f Ayr handicap 
last Monday.

Rich vein of form 
continuing apace

Oisin, Paul, and Dream Voyage

The Waco Kid scores 
decisively at Newbury

Rich Pulls Pitch gives yard first Arabian winner
RICH Pulls Pitch’s success at 
Lingfield on July 23 marked an 
historic first for both Manor 
House and Hugo.

Never before has either party 
tasted success in a race confined 
to purebred Arabians. However, 
Al Asayl Bloodstock’s homebred 
filly came clear of the field un-
der David Egan in the Emirates 
Breeders Maiden Stakes, with 

stablemate Marakeb finishing 
fourth in the same colours.

“I’m delighted to have the sup-

port of Al Asayl both with the 
thoroughbreds and Arabians, 
and am thrilled to get our first 
Arabian winner for them,” said 
Hugo.

“Rich Pulls Pitch has been 
frustratingly green but the 
blinkers sharpened her up at 
Lingfield and she travelled much 
better – David said he felt she 
was only really in second gear.”

Rich Pulls Pitch

https://www.michaelowenracingclub.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/teddy-the-broker?utm_campaign=lc_frp_share_transaction_transactional_--_donation_received_--_nth_donation&utm_content=54187c4e-7653-42a5-94d7-bf7f517280b1&utm_medium=email&utm_source=postoffice&utm_term=1721905723361
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Holly ups sticks from 
Yorkshire to Cheshire

HOLLY Smith joined 
the ever-growing 
team at Manor 
House as a work 
rider at the begin-
ning of this year.

A graduate of the 
Northern Racing 
College in Doncaster, 
Holly previously 
worked for dual-
purpose trainer Jed 
O’Keefe in Middle-
ham, Yorkshire.

Amongst Holly’s 
favourite horses at 
the yard is Popeye 
Doyle, who she regu-
larly partners on the 
gallops.

The two-year-old 
Goken colt, who is 

owned by the Gene 
Genies, is yet to make 
his racecourse debut 
but is expected to do 
so in the not-too-
distant future.

In her spare time, 
Mancunian Holly 
says she relishes 
the opportunity to 
socialise with her 
friends.

And if she was 
offered an all-
expenses-paid trip 
anywhere in the 
world, pasta lover 
Holly would jump at 
the opportunity to 
take in the skyscrap-
ers and beaches of 
Dubai.

Holly, left, aboard Popeye Doyle on the gallops

HUGO PALMER
With half-century 
up, yard’s best-ever 
total is in our sights 
I  WAS thrilled to see Manor House hit the 

50-winner mark for 2024 courtesy of Cuban 
Grey’s victory at Chester on July 27.

I understand MHS has never reached the 
half-century quite so quickly and touch wood 
there are plenty more winners to come; with 
40-odd two-year-olds yet to run, I’d like to think 
we could get somewhere near the yard’s best-
ever total of 79 winners back in 2012.

One of the most satisfying elements of the 
success we’ve enjoyed this season is the consist-
ency the horses have been showing. When the 
horses are healthy and continually running to 
the best of their ability, it breeds confidence.

Having some high-class two-year-olds in the 
yard is another cause for cheer. Plainly, winners 
are important but, all said and done, it’s having 
these good horses which moves the needle and 
we’ve been blessed with a few this year.

Seagulls Eleven’s second-place finish in the 
Superlative Stakes at Newmarket marked him 
out as a high-class performer, as did Wolf Of 
Badenoch’s run when filling the runner-up 

spot behind Aomori City in last week’s Group 2 
Vintage Stakes a Goodwood. And, what’s more, 
I’d like to think Stratusnine, pictured inset with 
Gordon, and The Waco Kid aren’t a million miles 
behind them!

THE yearling sales season is almost upon us and 
Michael and I are very much looking forward 
to acquiring some youngsters with whom MHS 
owners old and new can go to war with in 2025.

The Arqana Sale at Deauville from August 
15-18 gets things under way and is always one 
of my favourite such events – it’s a great place 
to buy horses and somewhere we’ve done very 
well in previous years.

If you lower your sights from the progeny of 
sires such as Dubawi and Kingman who will, 

inevitably, go for top dollar then, it seems to me, 
there are often some bargains to be had.

I only hope people will be as enthusiastic 
as they were last year for us to find horses for 
them. Of course, I’d like to think that they’ll 
have been enthused by the upward curve the 
yard is on, but you can’t help but be a little ap-
prehensive when you’re waiting for people to 
approach you with indications of interest.

For sure, if you’d like us to seek out a yearling 
for you, please don’t hesitate to get in touch 
with me via 01948 820485.

MY heart goes out to racing commentator John 
Hunt – as it does to the families and friends of 
the three young girls killed in Southport.

While I can’t pretend to know John, he’s a 
fabulous commentator, whose voice is instantly 
familiar from his work for the BBC and Sky. 
As a husband and father myself,  I can’t begin 
to imagine the pain and anguish he must be 
experiencing having lost his wife and two of his 
three daughters in such horrific circumstances.

It just doesn’t bear thinking about – how you 
would ever recover from something like this 
I can’t begin to imagine. That said, it’s been 
heartening to see the racing community unit-
ing to support John and I only hope he and his 
surviving daughter, Amy, can find the strength 
to pull through this terrible tragedy.

MEET THE TEAM 

 

STENTON Glider has been re-
tired. The four-year-old filly, 
who is owned by Jane Mairs 

and her son Tom, made her final 
racecourse appearance when 
finishing fourth in a Chelmsford 
Listed event last month.

The daughter of Dandy Man 
ran 11 times, and while she won 
only once, on her racecourse de-
but at Chester in September 2022, 
she performed with aplomb on 
multiple occasions.

In her first race as a three-
year-old, Stenton Glider was 
beaten just a neck by Remarquee, 
having led inside the final 100 
yards, when finishing second in 
the Group 3 Fred Darling Stakes 
at Newbury.

She finished down the field be-
hind Mawj on her next outing in 
last year’s 1000 Guineas but re-
turned to her best when runner-
up in the German equivalent at 
Dusseldorf the following month. 
That performance was followed 
by a narrow defeat in the Listed 
Coral Distaff at Sandown the fol-
lowing month,

After two runs at Meydan 
early in the new year, Stenton 
Glider went agonisingly close to  
bagging her second career victo-
ry when chinned in the shadow 
of the post by Great Generation 
in the Group 3 Chartwell Fillies’ 
Stakes at Lingfield in May.

“Unfortunately Stenton Glider 
picked up a bit of an injury in her 
last run,” explained Hugo. “She’ll 

tion to me that we were unable 
to win a stakes race with her.” 

Stenton Glider won over 
£100,000 in her 11-race career, 
which saw her take in races in 
England, Scotland, Germany and 
the UAE. In addition to her one 
win, she finished second in three 
Group 2 contests, as well as one 
Group 3.

Time called 
on talented 
filly’s career
be absolutely fine in time but 
she’s had three seasons in train-
ing and, mindful that she should 
make a great broodmare, we de-
cided to call time on her racing 
career.

“She’s been a wonderful mare 
for us – all the more so when you 
consider how little she cost – al-
beit it’s a source of great frustra-

Team Stenton Glider 
on a visit to the yard
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Your chance to bag 
a juvenile for 2025

The sales ring at Deauville

Opportunity knocks 
to join team at MHS
MANOR House has a 
number of vacancies 
for full-time riders 
and yard staff.

These positions, 
which involve 
working every 
other weekend, are 
generously remuner-
ated and offer the 

opportunity to travel 
across the UK and 
further afield. Assis-
tance with accom-
modation is available 
if required.
l Email info@manor-
housestables.com or 
call 01948 820485 for 
further details.

WITH the yearling 
sales season im-
minent, now is the 
perfect time to con-
tact MHS if you’re 
interested in having 
a two-year-old in 
training at the yard 
in 2025.

“Over the course 
of the sales season, 
we’ll be looking to 
buy all different 
types of horses, to 
suit all different 
types of budgets,” 
said Hugo.

The yearling sales 
season gets under 
way with Arqana’s 
August sale in Deau-

ville, between Friday 
and Sunday of next 
week, and continues 
apace with the Goffs 
UK Premier Yearling 
Sale at Doncaster 
later this month.

In the meantime, 
Hugo would be only 
too pleased to hear 
from anyone inter-
ested in having a 
two-year-old at MHS 
next year.
l If you are interested 
in acquiring a yearling 
to be trained by Hugo, 
please email info@
manorhousestables.
com, or call 01948 
820485.

17 years, MHS has sent out nu-
merous winners for Deva, most 
notably the talented miler Capo 
Rosso, who won eight races and 
almost 100k in prize money.

Having acquired Deva in May 
2019, Ryan has already realised 
his ambition to have winners 
across the globe, with successes 
in the UK, France, Ireland and 
Dubai. However, he’s never been 

one to stand still, and, moving 
forward, ambitious plans to have 
horses trained in the USA are 
now well advanced.

In addition, under Ryan’s 
watch, Deva has also branched 
out into racecourse travel, with 
successful trips to venues in-
cluding Royal Ascot, the Prix de 
l’Arc de Triomphe at Longchamp, 
Dubai, and St Moritz.

Deva Racing’s Ryan Tongue reflects on a relationship with Manor 
House which continues to flourish almost 20 years down the road

Ryan delighted to 
keep up MHS link
WHILE Deva Racing  

boss Ryan Tongue 
is a regular at yards 

across the UK and overseas, he 
readily admits there are few he 
looks forward to visiting quite as 
much as Manor House.

“I absolutely love going up to 
MHS,” enthuses syndicate su-
premo Ryan. “It’s great to see the 
horses on the gallops and in the 
barns, while the owners’ room is 
five star.

“What’s more, Hugo and Mi-
chael are fantastic hosts, who 
ensure we’re always given an ex-
tremely warm welcome.”

Deva’s connection with MHS  
goes back a long way; founded 
by Mike Foster almost 20 years 
ago, the very first horse to carry 
the club’s blue and red silks was 
a two-year-old trained by Nicky 
Vaughan, who was at the helm 
back in 2007.

Today Deva has 20-plus horses 
in training at leading yards in the 
UK, Ireland, and Dubai, including 
a pair of juveniles at MHS.

Misty Sky finished a promis-
ing sixth behind another MHS 
inmate, The Flying Seagull, in a 
6f Chester maiden last month, 
while Roman Fortress, an as-yet-
unraced son of Calyx, is expected 
to make his racecourse within 
the next few months.

Over the course of the last 

Ryan enjoying a glass of champagne 
at Royal Ascot with Michael Owen
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