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PRINCE Of Zenda ran 
another fine race to finish 
second of 13 in the presti-
gious Gosforth Park Cup at 
Newcastle on Friday, June 
28.

The Middleham Park 
Racing [MPR] four-year-old 
stayed on well under Paul 
Mulrennan in the final stag-
es of the valuable 5f contest 
but was unable 
to reel in the 
Kevin Ry-
an-trained 
Bergerac.

It was 
close to a 
career-best 
performance for the  son 
of Kingman, who has won 
three times already this 
season and filled the run-
ner-up birth on two further 
occasions.

The £12,085 Prince Of Ze-
nda earned in prize money 
for his latest second-place 
finish took his earnings this 
year to more than 50k; at 
the same time, helping MPR 
to surpass £1m in earnings 
in 2024.

Sales season 
is imminent
WITH the yearling sales 
season almost upon us, now 
is the perfect time to contact 
MHS if you’re interested in 
having a two-year-old in 
training at the yard in 2025.

“Over the course of the 
sales season, we’ll be looking 
to buy all different types of 
horses, to suit all different 
types of budgets,” said Hugo,  
who plans to be at all the 
major sales, beginning with 
Arqana’s August yearling 
sale between the 16th and 
18th of next month.
l If you are interested in 
acquiring a yearling to race 
in 2025, please email info@
manorhousestables.com, 
alternatively call the yard on 
01948 820485.

Zenda finds 
one too good

MANOR  House Stables has just 
enjoyed one of the most pro-
ductive months in its history, 

with 14 winners in June.
The yard has bettered that total only 

once – in July 2021 when it enjoyed 18 
successes. What is more, the yard’s 40 
domestic winners in the first six months 
of 2024 marks its best start to a year 
since 2014 when it had 42 winners on 
the board at the end of June.

As of July 1, Hugo sat 19th in the 
trainers’ championship, with a strike 
rate of 17%, which only four of those 
above him in the table – John & Thady 
Gosden, William Haggas, Charlie Apple-
by, and George Boughey – could match.

Six of the yard’s 14 winners in June 
were two-year-olds, while the three-
year-old Wonder Kid was responsible 
for two victories in the space of just 
eight days.

The yard’s 40 domestic winners have 
helped it exceed £620,000 in domestic 

prize money thus far in 2024, while 
stable stalwarts Box To Box and Roman 
Dragon bagged more than 60k compet-
ing in the Bahrain Turf Series in Janu-
ary and February.

And while no-one had ridden more 
winners for MHS in 2024 than cham-
pion jockey Oisin Murphy – who has 
bagged 10 winners from just 29 rides 
– the resurgent Silvestre De Sousa has 
struck up a great relationship with the 
yard over the last month

Since returning to the UK after a spell 
in Hong Kong,  the Brazilian has won on 
three of his four rides for MHS, includ-
ing a double at Newcastle last month, 
and finished third on the other.

Yard bags 14 wins 
in space of month

Wonder Kid scored twice in June

Cast No Shadow and Silvestre 
De Sousa winning at Newcastle
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STABLE stalwart 
Box To Box is being 
readied for a tilt at 
the valuable John 
Smith’s Cup at York 
on Saturday.
July 13.

The prestigious 
contest, a Class 2 
heritage handicap, 
is worth more than 
100k to the winner 
and Hugo reckons 
the MHS inmate will 
go to the Knavesmire 
with a live chance.

“If he gets some 
better ground than 
he had to face on his 
last run at Chester, 
I’d hope he could run 
very well,” said Hugo. 

A Chester special-
ist, Box To Box has 
won four times on 

the Roudee, as well 
as once at Salisbury. 
However, he ran well 
at York last August, 
finishing second 
behind Sir Alex Fer-
guson’s Spirit Dancer, 
who went on to win 
almost £1.5m when 
scoring twice in the 
Middle East over the 
winter.

Since then the 
Running Order 
Partnership’s five-
year-old son of 
Kodiac was placed 
in three of his four 
starts in the 2023-24 
Bahrain Turf Series, 
before losing nothing 
in defeat when twice 
filling the runner-up 
birth in competitive 
Chester handicaps.

Golf day scheduled 
for end of August
MANOR House 
Stables’ annual golf 
day will take place at 
Carden Park on Tues-
day, August 20.

The event is 
always one of the 
most popular in the 
yard’s social calendar 
so anyone interested 

in joining in the 
fun – either as an 
individual or as part 
of a team of four – is 
encouraged to act 
now.
l Call the office on 
01948 820485 to get 
more details or secure 
your place.

Fulsome praise for 
the efforts of staff

passion, skill and 
dedication of staff, 
across the breadth of 
the industry, with-
out whom our great 
sport would not be 
possible.

Staff at MHS

RACING Staff Week 
saw Hugo and 
Michael Owen heap 
praise on the team 
at Manor House for 
their commitment 
and dedication.

The annual event, 
which this year 
took place between 
June 22 and June 
28, brings the racing 
industry and its 
followers together 
to showcase the 

Box To Box winning at Chester

Box To Box likely to 
go for big York race

HORSES owned by a group 
of Brighton footballers 
were to the fore as Manor 

House had six juvenile winners 
in June.

Seagulls Eleven provided the 
Two Plus Three Two Plus Four 
partnership, which includes 
Scotland international Billy 
Gilmour, Danny Welbeck and 
Adam Lallana, with a first-ever 
winner when scoring at Hay-
dock on June 7.

Harry Davies was in the sad-
dle as the son of Galileo Gold 
returned to Haydock, where he 
had finished second on his only 
previous outing, to score impres-
sively in a 7f novice stakes.

The same blue and white silks 
were in the winner’s enclosure 
again when Silvestre De Sousa 
steered The Flying Seagull to 
success in a 6f Chester maiden on 

June 29. It was a first victory for 
the son of Kodiac, who had been 
placed twice previously.

Dubai Bling had provided 
MHS with its first juvenile win-
ner of the month when success-
ful at Haydock on June 6. The 
Dark Angel colt, who is owned 
by Gary Hussey, Michael Owen, 
and Ryan Wholey, kept on well 
to score at 33-1 in a 6f novice 
stakes.

Win No. 3 came courtesy of 
Wolf Of Badenoch who scored in 
the green and pink silks of Fitri 

Hay in a 7f Doncaster maiden 
on June 16. Jamie Spencer was 
aboard as the son of Pinatubo 
came from last to first to win go-
ing away.

Ran Amok became the yard’s 
fourth juvenile winner of the 
month when scoring at Chep-
stow on June 17. Five-pound 
claimer Joe Leavy drove Derek 
Passant’s son of Dandy Man 
into the lead inside the final 100 
yards  of a 6f maiden.

And Fred On Fire provided 
MHS with its fourth two-year-
old winner of the month when 
scoring at Newcastle on June 
27. The Mehmas colt went clear 
with one other in the final stag-
es of a 6f novice stakes and just 
held on for Silvestre and owners 
Charles Boucher, Ashley Crane, 
Michael Owen, Luke Ramsden 
and Ryan Wholey,

Six juvenile wins 
for yard in June

Seagulls Eleven wins

Dubai Bling and connections 
after the colt’s Haydock win

MHS shows healthy level stakes profit in 2024
REMARKABLY, anyone backing 
all MHS runners blind this year 
would be showing a healthy lev-
el stakes profit.

If you’d had £1 on every run-
ner the stable has sent out in 
2024 you’d be £93.80 up. Only 
two other top 20 trainers are 
showing a profit – Kevin Ryan 
[£59.08] and Charles Hills 
[£20.43].

Derek Passant’s Sweet Talkin 
Sue provided the yard’s figures 
with a big boost when landing 

a Wolverhampton handicap at 
66-1 in mid-January. However, 
the three-year-old daughter of 
Time Test is far from the yard’s 
only big-priced winner this year.

As detailed below, Dubai Bling 
defied odds of 33-1 to take a 6f 
novice stakes at Haydock last 
month, while Zivanyia was sent 
off at 10-1 when winning a 2m 
Kempton handicap in March.

Sweet Talkin Sue
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Showjumper Immy 
adores It Ain’t Two

IMMY Kennedy 
joined MHS as a part-
time work rider in 
February of this year.

Prior to that, 
Immy, who hails 
from Northwich, in 
Cheshire, worked 
just down the road 
in Taporley for Lisa 
Williamson.

Immy says her fa-
vourite horse at the 
yard is the two-year-
old filly It Ain’t Two, 
who won on her 
debut at Newmarket 
in April and was a 
close-up fourth in 
a Listed race at the 
same venue on June 
29.

Immy attributes 
her interest in racing 
to having done ‘bits 
of pony racing’ when 
she was younger. 
These days she has 
six horses of her own 
at home and is a keen 
showjumper.

If she was offered 
an all-expenses-paid 
trip anywhere in the 
world, Immy says 
she would love to 
go travelling to Aus-
tralia, especially if 
she had the opportu-
nity to ride out there.  
Closer to home, her 
favourite meal is a 
Mac ‘n’ cheese with a 
side of garlic bread!

Immy with It Takes Two

HUGO PALMER
Horses continue in 
rude health with 40 
winners in the bag
IT’S great that the horses are continuing to run 

so well. To have had 14 winners in the space 
of a month, not to mention 40 in the first six 
months of the year, is absolutely fantastic.

Moreover, the two-year-olds are also going 
very well, with a lot of them winning on their 
second start and one or two scoring first time 
out – it’s great to see.

At the same time, we mustn’t get too far 
ahead of ourselves. As we know, with hu-
mans as with horses illness can be just around 
the corner – they say ‘you’re health is you’re 
wealth’ and that’s certainly true in racing.

So, please God they stay healthy for the rest 
of this year and beyond. We’re very diligent in 
ensuring all the systems we have in place to 
ensure the health of the horses are rigorously 
adhered to and it’s paying off.

That said, I think it’s very definitely an ad-
vantage being at Manor House, rather than in a 
big training centre. You hear of a lot of sickness 
in places such as Newmarket, where the horses 
are all cheek by jowl, and while that isn’t to say 

that they can’t get sick here, in my time at MHS 
we’ve had very, very few bacterial respiratory 
infections to deal with. 

I WAS thrilled to send out two winners for Ibra-
him Araci last month. Mr Araci was an owner 
with me for a very long time and provided me 
with my first Group winner, Aktabanty.

Unfortunately, when I moved up to Manor 
House he made the entirely understandable 
decision that because he lives in Istanbul, his 
stud is in Newmarket, and he only comes to 
England once a year, he would ask someone else 
to train his horses. 

Then, for whatever reason, Mr Araci felt that 
things weren’t going quite as he would like and 
so, at the start of the turf season, he moved his 

horses to us. I think we now have 10, which 
makes him our largest owner numerically.

In any case, it’s lovely to have the colours back 
in the yard and, as you might imagine, I was de-
lighted to see them carried to victory by Native 
King, pictured left, and Rose Branch.

Of course, when an owner has as many as 
10 horses in training, and they’re all beauti-
fully bred, the ambition is to win bigger races. 
Certainly, the manner of Native King’s recent 
victory suggested he might be at the right end 
of the handicap and he could head to Ascot at 
the end of this week. 

I’D very much hoped I might be able to make it 
along to a day or two of England’s Lord’s Test 
against India later this month. Alas, that is now 
looking unlikely.

I have managed to take in England’s games 
in the Euros and while they haven’t made for 
great viewing, I’m not sure any team has looked 
unbeatable thus far.

Plainly, I’m no football manager but, as some-
one with responsibility for 100-plus equine 
athletes, one of the things I have learnt is that 
when things are going badly, you have to go 
back to the drawing board and take stock. With 
that in mind, it concerns me that Gareth South-
gate seems to have a single plan from which he 
appears reluctant to deviate come what may.

MEET THE TEAM 

 

WONDER Kid has been 
living up to his name 
with two victories in-

side the space of just eight days 
in June.

Oisin Murphy was in the sad-
dle as Lit Lung Lee’s three-year-
old sauntered home in a 1m4f 
Newbury handicap on June 13, 
while Ross Coakley took the 
reins when he was every bit as 
impressive in landing a Newmar-
ket handicap, over the same trip, 
little more than a week later.

Owner Ibrahim Araci also had 
two winners to celebrate last 
month, both courtesy of horses 
who have moved to MHS from 
the Newmarket yard of George 
Boughey.

Native King set the ball rolling  
when scoring on his first start for 
Hugo in a 7½f Chester handicap 
on June 14. Paul Mulrennan was  
in the saddle as the three-year-
old son of Kingman scored for 
the first time on his fourth start.

Paul was also aboard the same 
owner’s Rose Branch as the  
three-year-old filly ran on well to 
claim a 1m½f Hamilton handicap 
five days later.

Cast No Shadow delighted 
members of the Coral Racing 
Club when bagging his second 
career success in a 5f Newcastle 
handicap on June 27. Silvestre De 
Sousa needed to be at his strong-
est to ensure the three-year-old 
repelled the challenge of the fast-
finishing Ticktyboo.

And the yard’s 14th and final 
winner of the month came on 
Sunday, June 30, when Supaspe-
cialawesome deadheated with 
Atlantic Gamble in a 1m½f Wol-
verhampton handicap.  Three-
pound claimer Connor Planas 
was aboard Pete and Sue Magu-
ire’s four-year-old, who was win-
ing for the second time.

Kid leading 
the way as 
yard shines

Likewise, David Probert was 
also seen to good effect when 
driving home Cheshire Dance in 
a 1m handicap at the same venue 
24 hours later.

The Manor House Stable Syn-
dicate’s three-year-old filly was 
registering her second success, 
having scored at Beverley in Au-
gust of last year.

Wonder Kid after 
scoring at Newmarket
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horses 

Enjoy Sport of Kings 
as an owner in 2024

Club members at Chester last month

Opportunity knocks 
to join team at MHS
MANOR House has a 
number of vacancies 
for full-time riders 
and yard staff.

These positions, 
which involve 
working every 
other weekend, are 
generously remuner-
ated and offer the 

opportunity to travel 
across the UK and 
further afield. Assis-
tance with accom-
modation is available 
if required.
l Email info@manor-
housestables.com or 
call 01948 820485 for 
further details.

JOIN the Michael 
Owen Racing Club 
now and you can 
look forward to 
enjoying the Sport 
of Kings as an owner 
this summer.

“It’s fantastic. You 
get great days out 
and are looked after 
really well,” enthused 
a club member who 
travelled to Chester 
to watch Rose Don-
nelly in action last 
month.

The four-year-old 
filly, who finished 
third at Ayr in May, 
is one of two horses 
who sports the club’s 

blue and white silks, 
along with the five-
year-old gelding He’s 
A Gentleman, who 
won twice in 2023.

It costs just £95 a 
year to join the club, 
with benefits includ-
ing a digital welcome 
pack, invitations to 
yard visits, and entry 
into a ballot for own-
ers & trainer badges 
every time either 
He's A Gentleman 
or Rose Donnelly is 
running
l You can find out 
more about the racing 
club and how to join 
here.

A royal occasion

FRIENDS of MHS enjoying 
themselves at Royal Ascot. 
Clockwise from top: members 
of Roudee Racing’s Grey Cuban 
syndicate; Michael Owen on a 
visit to the Deva Racing box; 
Watcha Matey’s owners Keith 
Austin, Mike Moran, Craig Row-
lands and Fergus MacCallum; 
and Roman Dragon’s part-owner 
Nick Hughes with friends and 
family 
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