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Seagulls teammates
enjoy a day at races

T

The Two Plus Three Two Plus Four syndicate

A NUMBER of the
Brighton players
involved in a couple
of two-year-olds
at MHS ventured
to Goodwood last
month to see one of
them in action.
Unfortunately,
The Flying Seagull
couldn'’t improve on
his racecourse debut
when he finished
third in a Chester

May Festival maiden.

On this occasion,
the son of Kodiac led
through the early
stages of a 6f novice
event before fading
to finish just under
five lengths behind
impressive winner
Red Sand.

In addition to The

Flying Seagull, the
Two Plus Three Two
Plus Four syndicate
also own Seagulls
Eleven, who made a
hugely encouraging
start to his racing ca-
reer when finishing
a close-up second at
Haydock last month,
and the unraced
Seagolazo.

Amongst the
Brighton players
involved in the syn-
dicate are Billy Gilm-
our, Danny Welbeck,
and Adam Lallana. In
the past, Adam was
one of six Liverpool
players who shared
in a number of hors-
es at MHS, including
three-time winner
Mr McCann.

MHS owner Kyren
claims world crown

EVERYONE at MHS
was thrilled to see
Kyren Wilson, who
is an owner at the
yard, capture the
World Snooker
Championship last
month.

Kyren beat Jak
Jones 18-14 in the
final at the Crucible
in Sheffield to claim
the crown, thereby
banking a cheque for
500k and climbing

Kyren Wilson

to No. 3in the world
rankings.

Kyren is a member
of the syndicate
which owns Auric,
who was successful
at Kempton in April.

Glider agonisingly
close to Group 3 win

STENTON Glider
went oh so close
to bagging her first
Group race when
pipped on the line at
Lingfield last month.
Jane and Tom
Mairs’ four-year-old
filly led everywhere
but the line in the 7f

CORAL*

Group 3 Chartwell
Fillies’ Stakes.
Harry Davies’
mount looked by
far the most likely
winner for most of
the race only to be
chinned on the line
by Marco Botti’s
Great Generation.

ZOFFEE RULES THE ROOST ON THE ROODEE

A |
Zoffee, second

from left, powers
home to capture the Chester Cup

Chester Cup win
set to live long in
memory for yard

OFFEE gave everyone con-
Znected with Manor House

Stables a day to remember
when powering home to win last
month’s Chester Cup.

Harry Davies had Alan Peter-
son’s popular dual-purpose per-
former well placed throughout
the 2m2%f contest and squeezed
through a gap a furlong out to
come home three-quarters of a
length ahead of Emiyn, with a
neck further back to Zanndabad.

“It's a big race in this part of
the world and it’s very exciting,’
said Hugo after the race. “We
were second [in the Chester Cup]
last year with the same horse
and third the year before, so in
my three years at Manor House
we've done 3-2-1 and I'm just de-
lighted.

“The week has been character
building, but this means a huge
amount. We all love this horse,
he might not be the highest-rat-
ed horse in the yard but he loves
his job.

“We hadn't had a winner all
week but Hugo said to me, ‘We'll
win the big one, and I just cannot

Hugo said to me,
‘We’ll win the big
one, and I just
cannot believe it

Michael Owen on
winning the Chester Cup

believe it said Michael Owen
afterwards.

“This race has always been the
headline. When I'm not talking
rubbish about football on the
TV, I'm putting my heart and
soul into the yard. I watch every
single horse every single day on
the gallops and know all
about my owners.

“To say it's my life is /
an understatement and
you can't understand
what this means to me”

With 16 runners
around the
tight turns
of the
Roodee,
win -
ning a
Ches-

ter Cup demands excellent horse-
manship and Zoffee's jockey, the
son of Hugo's assistant Angie
Shea, delivered in spades.

“That was amazing, the
19-year-old said afterwards. ‘I
had a lovely trip round, I didn't
want to be right on the rail, but
he travelled supremely well and
he picked up well to the line and
galloped out well.

“Hugo is a massive supporter
of mine and to repay him and
the owners for their support is a
big plus, and I can’'t thank them
enough.”

Zoffee could return to the

track in the Northumberland

Plate at Newcastle later this
month. Having won the con-
solation race, the Northum-
berland Vase, in 2022 the
so-called ‘Pitmen’s Derby’ - a
race Hugo won with Cara-
van Of Hope in 2020

- is an obvious tar-

get.
),-'/ Zoffee has now
-~ won six races and
& almost 250k in

prize money.



ANOR House began
June in fantastic fash-
ion courtesy of Watcha

Matey’s victory in the valu-
able Edinburgh Cup Handicap at
Musselburgh on Saturday.

Paul Mulrennan was in the
saddle as the joint top weight
won the 1mi1f handicap with
something to spare.

It was a second successive
victory, having scored at New-
market on his seasonal debut, for
the three-year-old son of Land
Force, who is owned by Messrs
Austin, Moran, Rowlands, and
McCallum.

Such was the manner of
Watcha Matey’s victory, the Bri-
tannia Stakes at Royal Ascot on
June 20 remains firmly on the
agenda.

In addition to Zoffee's memo-
rable victory in the Chester
Cup [see Pages 1 & 2], MHS also
enjoyed victories with He's Got
Game, Nariko, and It Ain't Two
last month.

He's Got Game recovered from
a bad stumble coming out of
the stalls to land a 1m Windsor
handicap under Oisin Murphy
on May 13. It was a first vic-
tory for Graham Hall’s improv-
ing three-year-old son of Oasis
Dream.

Nariko produced a career-best
effort toland a 6f Haydock hand-
icap on May 25. Again, Oisin was
aboard as Furkhat Ibragimov’s
three-year-old filly came clear

Matthew, with Paul Mulrennan

Part-owner Keith Austin, and son

Matey bags
Edinburgh
Cup in style

of her 14 rivals to bag a second
career success.

Likewise, It Ain't Two was also
winning for a second time when
successful at Carlisle last Friday.
The two-year-old Calyx filly,

who is owned by Michael Owen
and Ms Diamond, barely broke
sweat in a 6f novice stakes and
could now head for the Listed
Empress Stakes at Newmarket on
June 29.

MEET THE TEAM

MANORHOUSE MONTHLY e

Work rider Gordon

™

WORK rider /
travelling lad Gordon
Durning is one of

the newest recruits

joins the MHS team

Gordon joined MHS in March

o

says his favourite
horse at the yard

is either Navarre
Express, who won at

to the Manor House Ffos Las last year, or
Team, having joined the promising three
the yard in March of year-old Native King.
this year. In his spare time,
Scotsman Gordon, Gordon enjoys

who comes from
Ferguslie Park in

playing games on
his computer and

Renfrewshire, at- catching up with his
tributes his interest friends from back

in racing to his father | home.

getting him into the And if he was
sport as a child. offered an all-

Prior to join- expenses-paid trip
ing MHS, Gordon anywhere in the
worked just down world, Gordon says
the road in Donald he would like to visit
McCain’s Cholmon- Jamaica or South

deley yard. Gordon

Africa.

HUGO PALMER
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Big race win made
extra special with
Harry in the saddle

T was wonderful to win the Chester Cup with

Zoffee. It's the first time that the yard has won
the big race at its local track so it meant an aw-
ful lot to us, all the more so with Harry [Davies]
riding him.

Truth be told, it had been a tough week until
then. I don't think we had a single favourite
on any of the three days and while, in the
main, the horses had been running well - we'd
already had two seconds and a third - it was a
big relief to get on the scoreboard.

All being well, Zoffee will now head for the
Northumberland Plate at Newcastle on the final
Saturday of the month. He's shown a liking for
the course, having won the Northumberland
Vase in 2022, and while I don’t know how many
horses who've won the consolation race have
gone on to win the big one later in their career,
that’s what we're going to try to do.

In the meantime, there’s the small matter
of Royal Ascot in less than a fortnight. I don’t
imagine we'll have a whole load of runners but
would like to think Watcha Matey, who was so
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impressive when winning the Edinburgh Cup
at Musselburgh over the weekend, goes to the
Britannia Handicap with a real chance.

In addition, Grey Cuban could run in one of
the three-year-old handicaps, Under The Sun is
likely to go for the Hampton Court, and Solent
Gateway is a possible for the Copper Horse.

T was interesting to see so much made of City

Of Troy’s stride pattern before Aidan O'Brien’s
charge returned to form with a vengeance to
win the Derby on Saturday.

While ITV Racing pundit Kevin Blake proved
correct in his assertion that Aidan O'Brien’s
charge would be well served by a step up in
trip, I'm not sure I buy the suggestion that last
year’s champion two-year-old, who, lest we

forget, was unbeaten in three races over seven
furlongs, couldn’t have been expected to win a
Guineas. Rather, it seems to me that, for what-
ever reason, he simply didn't give his running in
the Newmarket classic.

That said, I don’t dispute stride pattern and
other such metrics have their place. Indeed,
we've got some new equipment at MHS this
year which measures a horse’s stride pattern
and heart rate and there’'s no denying it’s pro-
viding us with some useful insights.

FEAR prime minister Rishi Sunak’s decision

to call a July General Election leaves racing in
a bit of a pickle. It's been over a year since the
government set the levy review in action and
[ understand racing, bookmakers and the De-
partment for Culture, Media and Sport [DCMS]
were nearing a deal when the PM pulled the
rug from under their feet.

Plainly, a new government will have much
bigger fish to fry, but we must hope the DCMS
has a levy deal relatively high up it’s to-do list
and talks can resume quickly just as soon as the
election is out of the way.

The result seems to be a foregone conclusion
and right now I'm more interested in the US
presidential election. That's on a knife edge and
I have a morbid fascination with watching two
men aged 77 and 81 slugging it out!



Q&A: Russell Morris and his business partner, Sam, share the juvenile

Stratusnine, who ran a huge race on his recent racecourse debut

Visit to yard sees
Russ take plunge

What's your connection with
Manor House Stables? I own
Stratusnine, with my business
partner Sam.

What are your hopes for this
season and beyond? I'm hoping
Stratusnine has a good first
season and stays fit and healthy.
And I hope Manor House has a
great season too!

How did your association with
the yard come about? I'm a
member at Chester Racecourse
and was invited to a tour of
Manor House, which was an
amazing experience and made
me keen to become an owner.
What, in your opinion, sets
Manor House apart from other
yards? The facilities are second
to none, the staff are brilliant,
communication is great, and
the yard fosters a very positive
culture.

Sum yourself up in five words.
Last to leave the party!

Who would play you in a film
of your life? Rick Mayall [if he
was still around. RIP Rik].
What was the last film you
saw? Top Gun: Maverick - pure
cheese, but a great film to watch
on a flight.

What was the last book you
read? I can't remember exactly,
but it was a holiday read - some-
thing by Harlon Coben.

If you had to pick a single

Trust

&

‘Desert Island Disc’, what would
it be? U2's The Unforgettable Fire
album.

Who's your favourite-ever
horse? Desert Orchid.

Who do you most admire and
why? The Edge has been a hero
from my early teens. A ground-
breaking guitarist but a humble,
grounded and modest fella.

Russell, and wife Caroline, with his
exciting two-year-old Stratusnine

What would be your specialist
subject on Mastermind? U2.
What is your favourite sport?
Horseracing and running.
What is the most-important
lesson life has taught you?

Be kind and thoughtful to oth-
ers.

And finally, what's your guilti-
est pleasure? Tequila.
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FIVE STAR TREATMENT
FOR THE GOOD OF THE RACEHORSE

WE ARE PROUD TO BE AN OFFICIAL PARTNER OF MANOR HOUSE STABLES
AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO BEING PART OF THE TEAM.

NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting
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Gentleman'’s Chester
run thrills members

HE'S A Gentleman
provided Michael
Owen Racing Club
members with
another day to
remember when
finishing second in
a 7f handicap at the

Chester May Festival.

The mount of
51b claimer Bran-
don Wilkie, He's
A Gentleman led
the 12-runner field
into the straight
but couldn’t match
the finishing kick of
Divine Libra.

In addition to He's
A Gentleman, who
has scored twice

He's A Gentleman after his Chester second

since being recruited
last September, the
club’s blue and silver
silks are also sported
by the four-year-old
filly Rose Donnelly,
who finished third at
Ayr last month.

It costs just £95 a
year to join the club
with benefits includ-
ing a digital welcome
pack, invitations to
yard visits, and entry
into a ballot for own-
ers & trainer badges
every time the club
has a runner.
® Find out more
about the racing club
and how to join here.

Opportunity to join
Manor House team

MANOR House
Stables has a vacancy
for an experienced
travelling member of
staff. The successful
applicant will have

a full, clean driving
licence, be confident
at the wheel of a
two-horse [3.5T]

horsebox and experi-
enced and confident
in travelling horses
and communicating
with owners at the
races.

©® Email [nfo@manor-
housestables.con] or
call 01948 820485 for
further details.

bodily function and addressing athletic function.

For more information contact:

Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF

M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com

I1 8 @ naf-equine.eu/uk

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments
for: e Digestive Health ® Respiratory Health ® Soundness ® Muscular Health ® Recovery ® Hoof Care

NAYE

100 & 01

a Nutritional Advanced Formulas brand
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