
THE team at Manor House Sta-
bles were delighted to welcome 
friends old and new to the yard 

at the beginning of last month for the 
yard’s annual yearling parade.

With the 2023 turf season looming 
on the horizon, the popular event pro-
vided an opportunity for guests to cast 
an eye over some of the yearlings with 
who MHS will be going to war next sea-
son, and dream about what it might be 
like to see a top two-year-old sporting 
their silks.

Visitors watched on as Hugo intro-
duced a number of well-bred yearlings 
who were available to buy, as well as a 
handful of others who had already been 
sold, and whose owners had travelled 

from as far as the USA to see their new 
charges in the flesh.

“The whole day went fabulously,” re-
flected Hugo. “It was incredibly well at-
tended and I think everyone who came 
had a good time. 

“The horses looked fantastic and we 
sold the majority of those we were look-
ing to sell. That said, there remain op-

portunities for anyone wanting to be in-
volved in a two-year-old next year – we 
have a handful of horses still available, 
as well as shares in a number of others.” 

For Hugo, this time of year presents 
an opportunity to take stock, and look 
to the future, as the flat season winds 
down and the next generation of two-
year-olds start out on the journey to-
wards their racecourse debuts.

“It’s nice not to be quite so frantically 
busy and I love watching the yearlings 
coming on – it’s always exciting at this 
time of year,” he enthused.

“We should have around 60 two-
year-olds here next season and you’d 
like to think there will be at least a few 
good ones amongst them.”
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM EVERYONE AT MHS

PREPARATIONS are well 
under way to welcome visi-
tors to Manor House for an 
Owners’ Christmas Morning  
on Wednesday, December 
21.

The event, which will 
take place between 9am and 
1pm, will involve some time 
watching the horses on the 
gallops, followed by mulled 
wine and mince pies in 
the comfort of the owners’ 
lounge.

“Michael 
and I are 
looking 
forward to 
entertaining 
all those who 
have supported 
us over the course of the 
last 12 months and wishing 
them a very merry Christ-
mas and a happy new year,” 
said Hugo.

Owners are welcome to 
come along at any point 
during the course of the 
morning, although it would 
be extremely helpful if they 
could indicate in advance 
their intention to do so by 
emailing info@manorhouse 
stables.com.

MHS duo off 
to Bahrain
TWO Manor House inmates 
have flown out to the Per-
sian Gulf to take part in this 
year’s Bahrain Turf Series.

More Turf Racing’s four-
year-old Commonsensical, 
a winner at Chepstow and 
Carlisle this summer, and 
Box To Box, who has been 
successful three times 
already in 2022 for the 
Running Order Partnership, 
will compete in the 10-race 
series which runs from 
December until February. 

The action got under way 
on Friday when Box To Box 
finished fourth, ahead of 
Commonsensical, in a 1m2f 
handicap.

Festive fare 
for owners

MANOR HOUSE

Last month’s MHS yearling 
parade was well attended

Yearling parade 
is stuff of dreams

The yearling day parade
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Golf day is great fun  
on and off fairways

THE Manor House 
Stables Golf Day took 
place at the Carden 
Park Resort in Ches-
ter on Wednesday, 
November 9.

The ever-popular 
event, which was 
being staged for the 
first time since the 
pandemic, took a 
Texas Scramble for-
mat and was won by 
a team led by Derek 
Horrocks, owner of 
the two-year-old filly 
Princess Niyla.

More than 50 
enthusiastic golfers, 
of varying standards, 
took part in the 
18-hole competition, 
including Michael 
Owen, whose team 
finished back in 17th.

And while Hugo 
wasn’t among the 
participants, he was 
on hand throughout 
the day to provide 
words of encourage-
ment and support.

“I had a very nice 
time wandering 
around the course 
and talking to all the 
teams,” said Hugo.

“Carden Park did 
a fantastic job and I 
think everyone had a 
great time and, dare 
I say it, may rather 
have enjoyed seeing 
Michael’s team finish 
last!”

 An entertaining 
day was rounded off 
with a three-course 
dinner and enter-
tainment.

Michael Owen on the golf course

Law firm HM3 enjoy 
Manor House visit
LAW firm HM3 
Legal and their 
guests enjoyed a 
visit to Manor House 
recently. 

Michael and the 
team were delighted 
to host the solicitors, 
who earlier this year 
signed a deal to be-

come MHS’s strategic 
legal partner, provid-
ing guidance to help 
the yard realise its 
potential.

You can find out 
more about HM3, 
who have a number 
of offices across the 
North West, here.

Christmas visit for 
the BarLounge team
STAFF from Bar-
Lounge in Chester 
enjoyed a Christmas 
gathering at Manor 
House Stables re-
cently.

More than 50 
team members from 
the popular Water-
gate Street bar & 
eaterie were treated 
to a tour of the yard 
and the opportunity 
to meet a few of the 
stable’s stars.

Following this 
they enjoyed food 
and drink, along 
with the opportunity 
to watch the racing 
in the comfort of the 
MHS owners’ room.

BarLounge is open 
seven days a week 
from midday to 
midnight.
l If you’re interested 
in an event at MHS, 
contact info@manor-
housestablescom.
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TIME TEST 
x DREAM MELODY

Only Dubawi, Kodiac, and 
Wootton Bassett have had more 
stakes winners than the sire of 
this bay filly in 2022. Time Test 

was a dual G2 winner from 1m to 
10f and won six of his 14 starts 
and more than £600,000 in the 

UK and America.

£18,000*

WITH the new turf 
season moving  ever 
closer,  Manor House   

still has a handful of exciting 
yearlings seeking owners for the 
forthcoming campaign.

Amongst them is a beauti-
ful bay daughter of Caravaggio. 
“She’s a sharp, fast, early-looking 
filly,” said Hugo. “What’s more, 
she’s got a proper pedigree, 
which really gives her a chance, 
and Caravaggio’s fillies have 
done especially well this year.”

Likewise, hopes are high for a 
bay colt by the Group-winning 
sprinter Havana Grey.

“His sire has had a wonderful 
first season and this early colt 
looks very sharp,” said Hugo.

Showcasing is a stallion with 
who Hugo has done well in the 
past and he described his chest-
nut son, out of Modify, as ‘a love-
ly, easy-moving colt’.

And Hugo believes a filly 
by Time Test, who was a dual 
Group 2 winner at a mile and 
1m2f, could be a bargain at just 
£18,000.

In addition, shares  of five per 
cent and upwards are available 
in a Phoenix Of Spain filly, who 
will run in the colours of the 
Manor House Stables Syndicate. 

“She’s a sister to the two-year-
old Kristal Klear, who we like 
very much,” said Hugo. “This 
filly has a good Italian pedigree 
and a lovely way about her.” 
l Details of all the horses for sale 
can be found on the MHS website. 
*Please note all prices listed on this 
page are subject to fees to date.

Enjoy 2023 as an 
owner with MHS

HAVANA GREY 
x MADAME PACO 

This bay colt is by this year’s 
leading European 1st crop sire, 
Havana Grey, who boasts 16% 

stakes horses to runners – a 
record bettered only by Dubawi 
and Frankel. His dam, Madame 

Paco, was a winner in Italy at two 
and three, and placed three times. 

£50,000*

SHOWCASING 
x MODIFY 

This chestnut colt is by 
Showcasing, a high-class sprinter 
at two and the sire of five Group 1 

winners since 2020, including 
Sussex Stakes victor Mohaather. 

His dam Modify has had two 
winning foals, from four runners, 
and was a winner herself at three.

£60,000*

PHOENIX OF SPAIN 
x KRISTAL XENIA 

This grey filly is from the first 
crop of Phoenix Of Spain, a high-
class two-year-old, who won the 
Irish 2000 Guineas on his debut 
at three. His dam, Kristal Xenia, 
was a winner at three and has 

produced four winners from just 
six foals of racing age.

5% share £2,200 + VAT

CARAVAGGIO 
x DARAJAAT 

This beautiful bay Carvaggio filly 
is out of Darajaat, whose seven 

foals have produced five winners 
including Raatea, who has won 
three races and almost £50,000 

in prize money. Her sire was 
unbeaten at two and won the G1 

Commonwealth Cup at three. 

£50,000*
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Kerrie crosses Irish 
Sea to join the team

KERRIE Gillespie 
joined MHS  as an 
exercise rider in 
April of this year, 
having previously 
ridden out for Hugo 
in Newmarket.

Immediately prior 
to joining the yard, 
Kerrie, who has 
worked all over the 
world, was riding 
out for Ken Condon 
on the Curragh, in 
Kildare where she 
grew up.

Despite not com-
ing from a racing 
background, Kerrie 
has always had a 
passion for horses. 
Ibiza Love was her 

‘absolute favourite’ 
horse at MHS in 
2022, while she’s 
excited to see how a 
yearling filly by Time 
Test and a yearling 
colt by Belardo get 
on next year.

In her spare time, 
Kerrie enjoys keep-
ing fit and healthy, as 
well as taking part in  
fitness modelling and 
bikini photo shoot 
contests.

And if she had 
an opportunity to 
travel anywhere in 
the world, Kerrie 
would opt for a trip 
to Dubai, which she 
hopes to visit soon. 

Kerrie Gillespie joined MHS in April

S TENTON Glider looked a 
horse with a future when 
winning on her debut at 

Chester in September.
The Dandy Man filly provided 

owners Jane Mairs and son Tom 
with a winner from their very 
first runner when upsetting 1-4 
favourite Prepense in a 7f novice 
stakes at the final meeting of the 
year on the Roodee. Despite run-
ning green, Andrew Mullen’s 
mount powered home to win 
with something to spare.

Manor House enjoyed fur-
ther success in September with 
Derek Passant’s five-year-old 
Gifted Ruler, who Clifford Lee 
steered to victory in a 1m1f 
Hamilton seller, and the three-
year-old He’s A Gentleman, who 
won a 1m Lingfield handicap, 
under Cieren Fallon, for owners 
Michael Owen, Jeremy Roth-
well, and Denis Studholme.

Two further victories for the 
yard followed during the month 
of October when Caleta Sunrise 

was successful at Windsor in 
the colours of the Michael Owen 
Racing Club and Lit Lung Lee’s 
two-year-old Reward Smile took 
a 6f Windsor nursery under 
Ross Coakley.

And the Roudee Racing three-
year-old Roudemental provided 
MHS with another winner when 
scoring for the second time this 
year, in a 1m handicap on the Ta-
peta at Newcastle on November 
4, when Andrew Mullen was in 
the saddle.

HUGO PALMER
Wishing you a very 
merry Christmas 
& happy new Year
I’D like to take this opportunity to wish every-

one connected with Manor House Stables a 
very merry Christmas and a happy new year!

At the same time, I’d like to place on record 
how grateful Michael and I are for all the 
friendship, loyalty, and support we’ve had from 
our owners over the past year, and to thank the 
team for their hard work and dedication.

The staff who moved with me from Newmar-
ket, upping sticks and following me to Cheshire; 
those who were already here, and have been 
very adaptable and patient in the face of chang-
es to their working practices; and the newcom-
ers who have joined us, have all been fantastic. 
We’ve got the makings of an exceptional team 
and I’m incredibly excited about what we can 
achieve together next year and going forward. 

On a personal note, I’m thrilled that my wife 
Vanessa and our children, Ernest and Tatiana, 
have finally made the move from Newmarket, 
and we’re very much looking forward to our 
first Christmas in Cheshire. As you might imag-
ine, moving has been quite an effort and, with 

that in mind, it’s very much our intention to 
wind down and relax over the festive season. 
lIPlainly, there’s absolutely no obligation but  if 
any of our owners would like to recognise the 
tremendous efforts of the team by making a dona-
tion for Christmas, it would be hugely appreciated 
– email harriet@manorhousestables.com if we can 
assist in making the requisite arrangements.

WHILE we’ll be a fair bit quieter over the 
next few months than we would be at 

the height of summer, we certainly won’t be 
getting bored.

We’ve got a small number of what I might 
term ‘deliberate all-weather types’ – I’m think-
ing of horses such as Roudemental and Solent 
Gateway – as well as a fair few as-yet-unraced 

two-year-olds who I’d anticipate are likely to be 
in action between now and the start of the turf 
season.

It’s always a big help if you’re able to get a 
run into a juvenile. Unfortunately, there are 
occasions when circumstances conspire against 
you and it just isn’t possible – certainly, you 
don’t really want to be running a young horse if 
you don’t think it’s ready to do itself some sort 
of justice.

LOOKING forward to 2023, while I’m not a 
big one for setting targets, you’re always 

looking to do better year on year.
I guess the most tangible measures of a yard’s 

success are winners and prize money and we’ll 
be looking to improve on this year’s totals for 
both – if I were also to train my first Group 1 
winner from Manor House that would be better 
still and, with horses of the calibre of Brad The 
Brief, Flaming Rib, and Dubawi Legend, it’s not 
beyond the realms of possibility. Moreover, 
there’s always that hope that one of the juve-
niles will prove out of the top drawer.

I think it’s fair to say this has been a bit of a 
transitional season. However, after nine months 
at MHS, I’ve got a good feel for the place and, 
having made one or two changes, think we’re 
well placed to hit the ground running next year.

Stenton Glider scored 
in good style at Chester

MEET THE TEAM 

Glider impresses 
in debut success 
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WITH 2022 drawing to 
a close, Hugo can look 
back on a productive 

first year at Manor House.
Since taking over the reins in 

March, he has sent out 37 domes-
tic winners, as well as two over-
seas, bagging in excess of £1m in 
prize money in the process. 

Hugo’s UK runners have 
been responsible for just over 
£975,000 of that total, surpass-
ing the £925,925 he earned on 
these shores in 2021 and pro-
viding him with one of his most 
lucrative campaigns since 2016, 
when he sent out Galileo Gold to 
win the 2000 Guineas.

Crack sprinter Flaming Rib 
has been the yard’s biggest 

moneyspinner, earning more 
than £160,000 over the course of 
his seven runs for owners Tom 
Dolan, James Dooley, and Mi-
chael Owen.

At the start of the year, few 
would have foreseen Zoffee, 
who had spent the previous two 
seasons running over jumps 
for Philip Hobbs, being one of 
the yard’s biggest moneyspin-
ners. However, Alan Peterson’s 
six-year-old stayer has been a 

revelation on his return to MHS, 
winning twice and running a 
number of fine races in defeat, 
bagging more than £80,000 in 
the process.

Brad The Brief and Rajinsky 
also merit honourable mentions 
– the former, who is owned by 
Andrew Black, won two races, 
including a Curragh Group 2 
worth  more than £60,000, while 
the later has been a model of con-
sistency for R S Matharu, scoring 
twice in five starts and earning in 
excess of £60,000.

MHS’s winning-most horse in 
2022 is the three-year-old geld-
ing Box To Box, who has been 
successful three times for the 
Running Order Partnership.

R A C I N G
F I V E  S T A R  T R E A T M E N T   
F O R  T H E  G O O D  O F  T H E  R A C E H O R S E

W E  A R E  P R O U D  T O  B E  A N  O F F I C I A L  P A R T N E R  O F  M A N O R  H O U S E  S T A B L E S   
A N D  W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  B E I N G  P A R T  O F  T H E  T E A M .

NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific  
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting 
bodily function and addressing athletic function.   

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments 
for: •  Digestive Health •  Respiratory Health •  Soundness •  Muscular Health •  Recovery •  Hoof Care 

For more information contact: 
Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF 
M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com
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New-look gallop set 
to deliver benefits

REGULAR visitors to 
Manor House may 
have noticed a new 
look to the yard’s 
gallops.

“We have taken 
down two and a half 
furlongs [500m] of 
running rail on the 
straight up the hill,” 
explained Hugo.

“Notwithstanding 
this improves the 
appearance of the 
gallop, and makes it 
nice and open, the 
principle reason 
for making this 
change was to stop 
the horses using the 
rail as a crutch and 

instead encouraging 
them to work things 
out for themselves.

“I firmly believe 
this is something 
which will stand 
them in good stead 
when they get to the 
races.”

Looking further 
ahead, Hugo is keen 
to enhance the facili-
ties at MHS further 
with the introduc-
tion of a grass gallop, 
which will provide 
a valuable alterna-
tive to the existing 
all-weather one, over 
the course of the 
next 18 months.

The new-look gallop at MHS

Youngsters enjoy a 
day out of classroom
MANOR House was 
delighted to welcome 
a group of children 
from Wood Memo-
rial primary school, 
in Flintshire, at the 
beginning of the 
autumn term.

The youngsters’ 
visit was organised 

by Racing to School, 
a charitable initiative 
which has delivered 
free programmes 
engaging young 
people in educational 
activities at venues, 
such as yards and 
racecourses, for more 
than 20 years.

TOP MONEYSPINNERS
1:  Flaming Rib – £164,950

2: Zoffee – £83.759

3:  Brad The Brief – £73,801

Flaming Rib has been MHS’s 
leading moneyspinner in 2022

Productive year 
for Hugo at MHS
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