
DUBAWI Legend provided up-
and-coming jockey Ross Coakley 
with a maiden Group-race vic-

tory when successful in Germany at the 
end of last month.

The young Irishman set out to make 
all aboard Dr Ali Ridha’s talented three-
year-old in the 6f Group 3 Goldene Pei-
tsche at Baden-Baden and the pair soon 
had their eight rivals toiling.

Dubawi Legend was two lengths 
clear at halfway and although Best Fly-
ing emerged from the pack to range up 
alongside in the final furlong, the son 
of Dubawi quickly reasserted and had 
a length to spare over his German rival 
at the line, with three lengths and more 
back to the rest of the field.

“We’re absolutely delighted,” said 
Hugo after the race. “It’s been a frustrat-
ing time with him because he’s got so 
much speed and so much talent.

“There was a huge crowd and they’re 
right up against the fence. The horse 
was never stopping but he was having 
a good look at them.

“The great thing is he is a Group-win-
ning sprinter now and, what is more, 
these Dubawis get better with age so I 
think he could be a really exciting pros-
pect next year.”

Dubawi Legend’s victory, the second 
of his 10-race career and first since he 
won on his racecourse debut at Doncas-
ter last year, took his earnings to almost 
£170,000.

Unfortunately, there was a costly 
sting in the tail for Ross who was hand-
ed a 23-day suspension for his ride. He 
was found to have contravened the 
German whip rules, using his stick four 
more times than allowed.

“I feel terribly sorry for Ross,” reflect-
ed Hugo. “That said, I dare say if you’d 
have told him on Christmas morning 
that he’d ride getting on for 50 winners 
this year, including a Group 3 winner, 
but the downside was he was going to 
get a three-week suspension, he’d prob-
ably have gone for it.

“For sure, Ross is a really, really capa-
ble young jockey, who works hard and 
deserves all the success he’s been get-
ting.”
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EVERYONE at Manor 
House Stables was deeply 
saddened by the death of 
Her Majesty the Queen.

“No one person ever has, 
or ever will, do so much for 
so long for horse racing, 
than did her majesty the 
queen,”  reflected the broad-
caster and journalist Brough 
Scott. “The sport worldwide 
will forever be in her debt.”

“Rest in peace to Her Maj-
esty Queen 
Elizabeth 
II. Thank 
you ma’am 
for your 
lifetime of 
dedication 
and service,” 
tweeted Michael Owen.

The Queen’s passion for 
racing was well document-
ed, with her final winner 
coming as recently as 
September 6 when the Clive 
Cox trained Love Affairs 
carried her crimson and 
purple silks to victory at 
Goodwood.
l Turn to Page 3 to read 
Hugo’s latest column, includ-
ing his thoughts on Her 
Majesty the late Queen.

Golf day set 
for a return
AFTER an enforced break 
as a result of the pandemic, 
plans are afoot for the 
return of the popular MHS 
golf day. 

This event, which is set 
to take place at the Carden 
Park resort, on the outskirts 
of Chester, on Monday, 
November 9, promises to 
be great fun on and off the 
course.

More details of the format 
and price will be forthcom-
ing very shortly; in the 
meantime, if you would like 
to register your interest in 
taking part, please email 
harriet@manorhousesta-
bles.com.

Indebted to 
Her Majesty

MANOR HOUSE

Dubawi Legend after winning 
a Group 3 at Baden-Baden
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Legend gives Ross 
a first Group win
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Michael certain ‘the 
best is yet to come’

MICHAEL Owen 
has discussed his 
hopes for the future 
of Manor House in 
a recent Racing Post 
Weekender’s Q&A.

In an interview 
with Natalie Green, 
Michael looks back 
on what led him to 
buy a Cheshire dairy 
farm, aged just 24, 
and transform it into 
one of the country’s 
most state-of-the-art 
training establish-
ments.

“We want to 
keep pushing the 
boundaries and keep 
MHS at the forefront 
of science and tech-
nology,” enthused 
Michael.

“We have 131 box-

es now and planning 
permission for two 
big new barns, I liter-
ally want to shoot 
for the stars – we’re 
always thinking of 
the next thing. It was 
one of the reasons 
why Hugo Palmer 
came up to Cheshire.

“We have 82 two-
year-olds and we 
haven’t run half of 
them yet so I’d like to 
think we’re going to 
be busy over the next 
couple of months. To 
have the success that 
we’ve had already 
has been brilliant, 
but I’m sure the best 
is yet to come!”
l Click here to read 
Michael’s Q&A in its 
entirety.

Michael and Hugo at MHS

Yearling parade will 
return in November
SAVE the date – 
Manor House’s an-
nual yearling parade 
will take place on 
Sunday, November 9.

Hugo and Michael 
Owen are looking 
forward to welcom-
ing owners old and 
new to the yard for 

what is always a 
thoroughly enjoy-
able event.

Visitors can look 
forward to seeing 
some yearlings for 
whom Hugo has high 
hopes in 2023, as 
well as one or two of 
the stable’s stalwarts.

Hugo hits ground 
running on Roodee
HAVING only taken 
up the reins at MHS 
in March, Hugo 
has quickly proved 
adept at identifying 
horses which will 
act around Chester’s 
unique oval circuit.

Having been 
responsible for 
just three Chester 
winners in more 
than a decade before 
moving to the North 
West, Hugo has 

tasted success on 
the yard’s local track 
eight times already 
this season, including 
two victories at the 
Chester May Festival.

Having had just 24 
runners at Chester 
before this year, 
Hugo has had eight 
winners from 34 
runners on the Rood-
ee in 2022 – a strike 
rate of more than 25 
per cent.
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EVIL SPELL 
x ZOUSTAR

The breeders of this two-year-old 
filly with a smart pedigree are 
keen to retain a half share. Her 
sire, Zoustar, was the highest-

earning first-season sire in 
Australian history and has done 

exceptionally well with his 
European progeny.

£32,500 [50% share]

WITH the yearling sales 
season in full flight, 
Hugo has acquired a 

number of exciting prospects to 
go to war with in 2023.

Amongst them is a beauti-
ful bay daughter of Carvaggio. 
“She’s a sharp, fast, early-looking 
filly,” said Hugo. “What’s more, 
she’s got a proper pedigree, 
which really gives her a chance, 
and Carvaggio’s fillies have done 
especially well this year.”

Hugo is equally enthusiastic 
about a bay colt by Kodiac, with 
whose progeny he has enjoyed 
considerable success, most no-
tably with Gifted Master, who 
won in excess of £750,000.

“I though he was a strapping, 
strong, well-made son of Kodiac 
and particularly good value,“ 
said Hugo.

Of a Land Force colt bought 
at Deauville, he said: “He was 
one of the standouts. I thought 
he was really, really athletic and 
loved the way he moved. And, 
again, I thought he was really 
good value from a sale at which 
I’ve found plenty of winners.”

Showcasing is another stallion 
with who Hugo has done well 
in the past and he described his 
chestnut son, out of Modify, as ‘a 
lovely, easy-moving colt’.

And last but not least, MHS 
can also offer a 50 per cent share 
in a two-year-old filly whose sire 
Zoustar won almost £1m as a ju-
venile in Australia.
l Call 01948 820485 if you are in-
terested in finding out more about 
any of these horses.

Your chance to be 
an owner at MHS

KODIAC 
x MARTINA FRANCA 

This lovely bay Kodiac colt is out 
of the unraced Martina Franca. 

His sire, a winner at six and seven 
furlongs, has been a remarkable 
source of speedy juveniles with 

his progeny including the Group 1 
winners Best Solution, Hello 
Youzmain, and Tiggy Wiggy. 

£45,000

CARVAGGIO 
x DARAJAAT 

This beautiful bay Carvaggio filly 
is out of Darajaat, whose seven 

foals have produced five winners 
including Raatea, who has won 
three races and almost £50,000 

in prize money. Her sire was 
unbeaten at two and won the G1 

Commonwealth Cup at three. 

£50,000

LAND FORCE 
x KENZAHOPE 

The sire of this bay colt, Land 
Force, was a tough and precocious 

juvenile, winning three races 
including the G3 Richmond Stakes. 

Dam Kenzahope was placed five 
times at three, while second dam, 

Bedford Hope earned prize money 
in France and Germany. 

£27,000

SHOWCASING 
x MODIFY 

This chestnut colt is by 
Showcasing, a high-class sprinter 
at two and the sire of five Group 1 

winners since 2020, including 
Sussex Stakes victor Mohaather. 

His dam Modify has had two 
winning foals, from four runners, 
and was a winner herself at three.

£60,000

https://www.racingpost.com/news/insight/michael-owen-we-want-to-keep-pushing-the-boundaries-at-manor-house/576228
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Emma follows Hugo 
to the North West

EMMA Byllemos 
joined MHS as a 
work-rider in April 
of this year, having 
previously worked 
for Hugo at Kremlin 
Cottage in Newmar-
ket.

Emma says she has 
always loved horses 
and being outside, so 
working in a racing 
yard provides the 
perfect opportunity 
to combine these two 
passions.

Asked for a 
favourite horse at 
MHS, Emma couldn’t 
choose between Lit 
Lung Lee’s Dig Two, 
who, like her, was 

previously with 
Hugo in Newmar-
ket, and Calling The 
Shots’ recent Chester 
scorer Fools Rush In.

When she’s not 
busy in the yard, 
Emma says there’s 
nothing she enjoys 
more than catch-
ing up on some 
well-earned rest and 
sleeping!

And if she had the 
opportunity to travel 
anywhere in the 
world, Emma, who 
hails from New Zea-
land, would pack a 
suitcase and head to 
the Japanese capital, 
Tokyo.

MHS work rider Emma Byllemos

M R McCann bounced 
back to form with a ca-
reer-best performance 

to land a valuable Haydock 
handicap last month.

Tom Marquand was in the 
saddle as the three-year-old, 
who is owned by Liverpool foot-
ballers Jordan Henderson, James 
Milner, Alex Oxlade-Chamber-
lain, Andy Robertson and Trent 
Alexander-Arnold, and their 
former team-mate Adam Lal-
lana, kept on gamely to take the 

£18,900 first prize in the  Betfred 
‘Play Fred’s £5 Million’ Handicap 
on August 6.

Roudee Racing’s Glorious An-
gel provided the yard with the 
first of three juvenile victories 
when landing a 6f Nottingham 
nursery under Ross Coakley on 
August 9.

Ross was also in the saddle as 
Disdainful made an impressive 
winning debut for owners Mark 
Gittins and Christopher Hirst in 
a 7½f novice stakes at Ffos Las 24 

hours later. And a power-packed 
ride from Andrea Atzeni saw 
Chelsea Thoroughbreds juvenile 
Chelsea  Green force a dead heat 
in a 7f fillies’ stakes at Sandown 
on August 20.

The yard’s final winner of an-
other productive month came 
at Carlisle on August 20 when 
John Brown’s homebred three-
year-old filly Glittering Choice 
kept on strongly to take a 1m1f 
Carlisle handicap under Clifford 
Lee.

HUGO PALMER
Queen’s Gold Cup 
success an occasion 
I will never forget
L   IKE so many others, I was terribly saddened 

by the death of Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth II. She was a remarkable woman and, what 
is more, I can’t imagine racing will ever have a 
more high-profile supporter.

I never trained for the Queen though I would 
dearly have loved to have done. However, I was 
exceptionally fortunate to be at Ascot and at 
Windsor with her on the day that Estimate won 
the Gold Cup in 2014 and that is something I 
will remember for the rest of my life.

We all know the Queen was passionate 
about our sport. It was absolutely her favourite 
pastime and, I think, her release from the excep-
tionally busy life that she led otherwise.

Unfortunately, we also lost another of rac-
ing’s great enthusiasts, Lady Mimi Manton, who 
was an owner at Manor House, recently. 

Lady Manton, who died in August aged 97, 
was the twin sister of Evie Stockwell, mother of 
Coolmore supremo John Magnier, who passed 
just a few weeks later. She was a wonderful 
woman – an owner of the old school who was 

sharp and on the ball right to the end. 
We had a super filly, which was a 90th 

birthday present to Evie and Mimi from their 
nephew, Peter Magnier, which they called We 
Are Ninety. She won a Listed race at Newbury 
and finished sixth in the Ribblesdale Stakes at 
Royal Ascot in 2016.

And Mimi sent us a lovely filly, Farnaleen, 
who hasn’t been forward enough to run yet. 
Hopefully she’ll be winning races in her honour 
if not in her name.

I   T’S incredibly frustrating that we haven’t 
been able to run Brad The Brief since he won 

a Group 2 at the Curragh back in May.
Andrew Black’s talented sprinter looked 

better than ever when recording back-to-back 

victories at the beginning of the season and has 
been ready to run ever since, only to be ruled 
out by ground faster than ideal for a horse who 
relishes a bit of give underfoot.

Touch wood that’s what we’ll get when 
the Champions Sprint takes place at Ascot on 
October 15.

Andrew has demonstrated the patience of 
Job, never putting us under any pressure to 
run Brad on unsuitable ground, and it would 
be fantastic if that were to be rewarded with a 
good run on Champions Day!

W   HILE I’m keen to hear a bit more about 
the summit in which 18 of racing’s key 

players participated earlier this week, I think 
it’s fair to say the early noises are encouraging.

Of course, the proof of the pudding will be 
in the eating. However, after a long period in 
which there’s been plenty of talk but precious 
little action, it is at least encouraging that we 
now appear to have unanimity on the need for 
urgent change to address the myriad of chal-
lenges facing the sport.

Certainly, it’s heartening to hear that there is 
‘an appetite for fundamental change’ to the way 
in which racing is ‘structured, presented and 
promoted’ from 2024 and that, in the shorter 
term, we can also look forward to a package of 
measures to improve competitiveness.

Mr McCann winning 
at Epsom last year

MEET THE TEAM 

Mr McCann wins 
for Anfield aces



 
Rib remains yard’s 
top earner this year

WITH two-thirds 
of the year gone, 
Flaming Rib remains 
MHS’s biggest 
moneyspinner of 
2022.

The son of 
Ribchester, who is 
owned by Michael 
Owen, Tom Dolan, 
James Dooley, and 
James Dale has 
bagged £164,6950 
in his six runs this 
season. Almost 
£20,000 of that total 
came when he fin-
ished fourth behind 
Minzaal in the G1 
Betfair Sprint Cup at 
Haydock earlier this 
month.

Flaming Rib’s clos-
est pursuer is Ever 
Given. The Dandy 

Boys three-year-
old picked up more 
than £13,000 when 
finishing second in 
the G3 Qatar Prix du 
Pin at Longchamp on 
September 11 to take 
his earnings for the 
season to £84,189.

And Brad The 
Brief and Zoffee have 
both won in excess 
of £70,000 since the 
turn of the year. 

The former 
pocketed more than 
£60,000 for owner 
Andrew Black when 
successful in a Group 
2 at the Curragh in 
May, while Alan 
Peterson’s charge 
has won twice and 
been placed on three 
further occasions.

Flaming Rib in action

Yard set for a busy 
time with juveniles
WITH more than 
half of the 80-plus 
two-year-olds at 
MHS yet to run,  the 
yard is set for a busy 
few months.

Thus far this 
year, Hugo has been 
responsible for 
seven two-year-old 

winners – one of 
which came on the 
all-weather, while 
the other six were 
on turf.

Those seven victo-
ries have contributed 
in excess of £100,00 
to the yard’s earn-
ings in 2022.

Racing club close to 
getting off the mark
THE Michael Owen 
Racing Club was 
narrowly denied its 
first winner when 
Caleta Sunrise was 
pegged back inside 
the final 100 yards of 
a 6f novice stakes at 
Catterick earlier this 
month.

The club also has 
an unraced two-
year-old filly, by 
Zoustar out of Pearly 
Spirit, in training at 

MHS. Membership 
costs just £399 a year, 
or £35 a month, and 
entitles members 
to perks including a 
welcome certificate, 
an evening in a pri-
vate chalet at Chester 
with Michael, and 
a share in any prize 
money.
l Visit www.
michaelowenracing-
club.com for more 
details.
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EBRO River bounced back to 
form when landing a Ches-
ter Listed race at the end of 

last month with the minimum of 
fuss..

Ben Curtis was in the saddle as 
Al Shaqab’s three-year-old colt, 
who was equipped with blink-
ers for the first time, kept on in 
the final stages of the 6f Freddie 
Wilson Queensferry Stakes to 
come home with one and three-
quarter lengths to spare over his 
nearest pursuer.

“I am just so totally relieved 
to get him back to the winner’s 
enclosure,” reflected Hugo after-
wards.

“I wonder whether over-fac-
ing him twice over seven fur-
longs at the end of last season 
knocked his confidence. I just 
wonder.

“I just hope that today will 
give him his confidence back and 
he will start progressing.

“It is great that he is a stakes 
winner at three. He is a big, pow-
erful horse and if he goes for-
ward from here, the last four or 
five runs will look like a blip on 
his career – but it is a big ‘if’.

Looking to the future, Hugo 
said he would have no hesitation 
in dropping the son of his 2000 
Guineas winner Galileo Gold 
back to the minimum trip.

“He is a Listed winner over 
five furlongs, he is a maiden win-
ner over five furlongs and he 
over-travelled through the race 
today as well. So I wouldn’t have 
any hesitation to drop him back 
to five furlongs if the ground 
came [in his favour],” explained 
Hugo.

The victory, a fourth in 13 
career starts, was Ebro River’s 
first since he took the Group 1 
Keeneland Phoenix Stakes at the 
Curragh last August, while the 
£28,355 first prize took his career 
earnings past the £200,00 mark.

What is more, the form of the 
Chester race has been boosted 
subsequently, with runner-up 
Princess Shabnam going one 
better in a Listed contest at 
Pontefract next time out, while 
fourth-placed Tippy Toes won a 
£40,000 contest at Chelmsford 
on his next appearance.

Ebro River’s victory was the 
first leg of a Chester double for 
MHS with Fools Rush In going 
on to take the extended 7f Kids 
Pass Handicap under top ap-
prentice Harry Davies - see Page 
4 for more.

River runs fast in 
Chester triumph

Hugo surpasses £1 million in 2022 prize money
DUBAWI Legend’s victory in a 
Group 3 in Germany at the end 
of last month saw Hugo’s win-
nings for 2022 surpass the £1 
million mark.

The £26,890 first prize for the 
Baden-Baden contest took the 
amount earned by horses under 

Hugo’s stewardship in the cur-
rent year to £1,002,396.

Domestic runners have 
banked almost £900,000 of that 
total, which has been boosted by 
Dubawi Legend’s success in Ger-
many and Brad The Brief’s victo-
ry in a valuable Curragh sprint.

 With more than a quarter of 
the year remaining, Hugo is well 
on target to surpass the £925,925 
he earned in domestic prize 
money last year. Indeed, he looks 
set for one of his most lucrative 
campaigns since 2016 when Gal-
ileo Gold won the 2000 Guineas.

LISTED SUCCESS

Ebro River bounces back 
to winning ways at Chester
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FOOLS Rush In provided 
MHS with its sixth and fi-
nal winner of another pro-

ductive month when scoring at 
Chester on the final day of July.

The four-year-old gelding, 
who is owned by the Calling The 
Shots partnership, produced a 
career-best performance to land  
a valuable 7½f handicap under 
5lb claimer Harry Davies.

The victory was a seventh 
in 26 start for the Mehmas geld-
ing, who has been successful six 
times since June of last year, and 
a second of the day for Hugo, 
who just over half an hour ear-
lier had landed the day’s feature 
contest with Ebro River – see 
Page 4.

The yard’s first three win-
ners in July also came on the 
Roodye with Box To Box success-
ful in a 1m3½f handicap on July 
8, Roman Dragon scoring in a 6f 
handicap the following day, and 
Self Praise landing a 6f novice 
stakes seven days later.

Box To Box who is owned by 
Michael Owen and a group of 
his pals from Premier League 
Productions was scoring for the 
third time in four starts this sea-
son when cruising to victory un-
der Andrew Mullen.

And while Roman Dragon 
was winning for the first time 
this year when successful under 
Pierre-Louis Jamin, the three-
year-old gelding, who is owned 

by Michael and Nick Hughes, 
wasn’t winning out of turn after 
fine efforts in his three previous 
starts.

Likewise, Self Praise, who 
arrived at Chester having fin-
ished second four times on the 
bounce, was rewarded for his 
consistency when defying an 
outside draw to land a 6f novice 
stakes under Harry. Victory for 
the Dandy Boys’ two-year-old 
took his earnings to more than 
£30,000.

Another juvenile, the Asj 
Shawe-owned Solutre, added his 
name to the roll of honour for 
July when scoring in a 7f maid-
en at Newcastle on July 23 with 
Luke Morris in the saddle.

R A C I N G
F I V E  S T A R  T R E A T M E N T   
F O R  T H E  G O O D  O F  T H E  R A C E H O R S E

W E  A R E  P R O U D  T O  B E  A N  O F F I C I A L  P A R T N E R  O F  M A N O R  H O U S E  S T A B L E S   
A N D  W E  L O O K  F O R W A R D  T O  B E I N G  P A R T  O F  T H E  T E A M .

NAF has been supplying targeted nutritional formulations for over 30 years. The needs of the racehorse are specific  
and our products have been trialled and tested to ensure that they meet the daily challenges faced whilst supporting 
bodily function and addressing athletic function.   

Each product has been designed to work synergistically to benefit each and every racehorse with Five Star treatments 
for: •  Digestive Health •  Respiratory Health •  Soundness •  Muscular Health •  Recovery •  Hoof Care 

For more information contact: 
Sammy Martin, Racing Manager, NAF 
M +44 (0)7980 922041 | smartin@naf-uk.com
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Gemma and Luca in 
trip to Manor House

GEMMA Owen and 
boyfriend Luca Bish 
interrupted their 
hectic schedule 
to stop of at MHS 
recently.

Having coupled 
up to finish second 
in this summer’s 
series of Love Island, 
Michael Owen’s eld-
est daughter and the 
Brighton fishmonger 
have been in high 
demand since their 
return to the UK.

Nineteen-year-old 
Gemma is herself an 
extremely talented 
horsewoman and 
has represented 

Great Britain in dres-
sage on 38 occasions, 
including the 2021 
junior European 
dressage champion-
ships, where she 
helped the team to 
sixth place aboard 
her own horse, Sirius 
Black..

With the visit 
occurring 24 hours 
before the Betfair 
Sprint Cup, Gemma 
and Luca were pho-
tographed alongside 
the yard’s three 
intended runners 
– Brad The Brief, 
Dubawi Legend, and 
Flaming Rib.

Gemma and Luca at MHS

Fourth-place finish 
for Elliot on first ride
CONGRATULA-
TIONS to Elliot 
Holladay who had 
his first mount as an 
amateur recently. 

Elliot, who works 
as a rider at MHS, 
was aboard the 
Kevin Ryan-trained 
four-year-old Yaza-

man as he finished 
a close-up fourth in 
an amateur jockeys’ 
handicap at Thirsk 
at the end of last 
month.

Touch wood it 
won’t be too long 
before Elliot is riding 
his first winner!

Fools Rush In, in the pink and 
black silks, winning at Chester

Fools’ consistent 
efforts rewarded
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